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Salgon
A last-minute squabble
. that could delay the re-
lease of the remaining
American prisoners of
-war broke out yesterday
‘between the U.S, and
;Communist delegations to
“the four-party Joint Mili-
~tary Commission.
. U.S. officials acknowledg-
sed that a last-minute switch
‘in" instructions from Wash-
rington to the U.S. delegation
had changed some details in
fan ' arrangement already
“worked out with the Com-
smunists and provoked the
dlspute
The issues include the res-
. ponsibility for the handful of
“U.S. pr1soner's known to be
*held in Laos and the timing
«of the withdrawal of the re-
maining 6300 U.S. troops,
"but there is some indication
‘that the dispute is more pro-
s cedural than substantive.

« Late last night the Viet
»Cong delegation announced
fit was suspendmd the re-
“lease of the remaining U.S.
Lprlsoners in its custody until
‘the dispute is resolved. The
-North Vietnamese reported-

.1y joined in the decision.

{ - OPTIMISM
¢ U.S. officials continued to

US. "Switch’ May
Delay Last POWs

“held ﬁhroughout Indochina.”

yterday a list of the remain-
¥ing prisoners; with the times
;and places of their release,
¢which was to begin tomor-
“TOW.
: TIMETABLE , 5 niase
Yesterday morning, how-
‘ever, Brigadier: General
:John A. Wickham, deputy

pluef ‘of the U.S. delegatlon,
delivered to the chiefs of the

. North Vietnamese and Viet

Cong delegations a pew pro-
posed timetable that would
spread the final U.S. troop
pullout over four days, from
Sunday to Wednesday, and
make it simultaneous with
the prisoner release. .

The withdrawal 7 “will’
commence,” the letter'said,
“after the U.S. has “been
provided with a complete
list ‘of*all U.S. POWSs includ-

| ing those held by the Pathet

" Lao, as well as the “date,
time: and place of release,
‘and‘after the first group has
been physically transferred
to U.S. custody.” It said the

" withdrawal would be” com-

voice optimism that the 147 -

wremalmng U.S. prisoners in
% Vietnam and Laos would be
rreleased by Sunday, as pre-
) “Vlously announced or at
:least by Wednesday, the
mdeadlme set in the Paris
wpeace agreement.
. This is what ha ened:
- " ate Wednesday, “Ameri-
sgan and North Vietnamese
negotlators agreed that the
.withdrawal of American
“tioops would be completed
by Sunaay “Th exchange, the
+Communist delegations were
+to give the Americans yes-

pleted ‘‘coincident with the
release of all U.S. POWS
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from Wickham,

POWs

HE

+ North Vietnam | and  the
"National “Liberation Front

‘mbhheld their pI‘lS ners ex-

change lists after heanng
accusing
him of “making an about
face’ and ‘“‘changing all that
had been agreed on the
night before.”
A stdtement by Captain
Phuong Nam of
yesterday said j
“no article in the .Paris
agreement that would justi-
fy” the U.S. demand for re-
lease of prisoners held
- “throughout Indochina.””
AT spokesman | for the
‘American delegation said
‘Wickham’s letter was an at-
‘tempt to formalize “‘an un-
derstanding between Henry
‘Kissinger and Le Duc Tho,”
North Vietnam’s chief nego-
tiator at Paris, about pl'lSOl'l—
ers held in Laos
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