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DISPUTE ON LAOS
THREATENSDELAY
FOR LAST POWS

MAR 23 1973
U.S. Insists on Release of 10

Being Held by Pathet Lao
—Communists Refuse

TROOP PULLOUTHELD UP

Americans First Want Full
List and the Transfer of
Some of Prisoners

NYTimes—
By SYLVAN FOX

Special to The New York Times

SAIGON, South Vietnam, Fri-
day, March 23—A new dispute
developed between the United
States and the Communists
yesterday over the release of
the final group of American
prisoners of war. '

The dispute arose when the
United States demanded the re-
lease not only of the 138 Amer-
icans still held in North Viet-
nam and South Vietnam but
also of 10 Americans impris-|
oned by the Pathet Lao in Laos..

The Commurnists promptly
charged the United States with,
“posing®new conditions”. inithe|
prisoner-release ~processy and’

the- American delegation of the
Four-Party Joint Military Com-
misgien.

Pathgt Lao Prisoners Noted

Inithe letter, General Wick-
ham recalled that on Wednes-
day the Communists had given
assurances that the final phase
of the pristnerrelease would
be completed by Sunday.: He
added that North Vietnam had
“said it would arrange with the
Pathet Lao for the release of
the‘U.S. P.O.W.’s held in Laos,
although it did not indicate the
date, place or circumstances of
release.” oo EE

The letter then said that the
withdrawal of American troof
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from Vietnam, suspended while
the list of prisoners frgm the
Communists was_being await-
ed, would not be'resumed until
“after the United States has
been provided with a complete
list of all U.S. P.O.W.’s includ-
ing those held by the Pathet
Lao, as well as the date, time
and place of release, and after
the first group of P.O.W.’s has
been physically transferred to

United States custody.”

An American source said that

the release of the' 10 Americans
held

in Laos—seven military
men and three civilians—was|
privately agreed upon in Paris,
by Henry A. Kissinger and Le
Duc Tho when they negotiated
peace in January, |

“There was an understanding

between Kissinger and Le Duc with accounting for on
Tho that the Laos prisoners|tenth of its men actually
would be released as part of|tured. According to Saigon

'the whole bargain,” the

Ameri-|
can source 'said: ” :

they refused to turn over their
list of Americanstobereturned.

Threatens {0 Delay Release

The dispute thus threatened
to. delay the freeing of the last
group of “American prisoners
in Vietnam. Earlier, the Com-
munists had said that they
would release the Americans
on Saturday and Sunday in
Hanoi. The deadline for freeing
the last group of Americans
under the Paris peace agree-
ment is next Wednesday.

Each of the three previous,
prisoner vrgleases was. marked
by controversy of some kind,
but in each case the dispute
was resolved ‘and the releases
were not-seriously delayed.
1€ curréntieotitroversy broke
ing:o};}tge “open’ with' the United
States’ release of & letter sent
to the Vietcong and the North
Vietnamese by Brig. Gen. John
Wickham Jr., deputy chief of

Kissinger press conference 24 Jan 73 (N

Q. Dr. Kissinger,

this morning that actually there were s
protocols of which only four are being
there eny secret protocols agreed to?

protocols that exist
public.

Le Duc Tho press conference 24 Jan 73

Q. Aside from the four protocols you
us, are there other protocols which hav
and are there other tacit annex agreemer
A. There is one agreement and four
protocols — all the documents which hav
distributed to the press - and these are
covering everything which was negotiatec

been published?

sides.

A Vietcong spokesman re-{while 31,818 Government
jected that videa, saying thatldiers are believed to be.in
the demand for the release of hands. Saigon says it ‘has
United States prisoners “not|leased more than 19,000 pr:

POVWs

lonly in Vietnam but in
lcountries of Indo

The spokesman addeg
the Vietcong's Provisional
olutionary ~ Government
serves to itself the rig
suspend the handing oy
the list of American prisp
until the issues raised by
“new conditions” are cla

In a statement issue
last night, Gen. Tran Va
the chief Vietcong deleg
the Joint Military Comm
accuised the United Sta
“an about-face” in imj
new demands. :
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. “The representative of
|military delegation of the
{visional Revolutionary
ernment energetically pr
all the illogical demands b
delegation of the United St
General Tra added.

Saigon-Communist Excha

Meanwhile, the South
namese and the Commu
were exchanging their pi
ers. ‘Saigon reported yest
that it had released 1,200
munist _captives and ha
ceived 585 Government sol
back from the Communis

At the same time;® Sa
again charged the Commu

Communists have schedule
release  of 3,250 priso

ers ' so far.

because; of ‘& news

are the protocols

Q. Wait a minute - what about
A. There are with respect to certain ph:
record certain statements as to what th
have been explained in these briefings
There are no secret understandings.
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1ssion,” American forces in. the Pacific|
tes of said today that there had been

erican
of “all’in that nation’s waters,
hina”

al to fo ;
s until Vietnamese had incorrectly ex-
oners, :

ncluding those detained by

ists : p
.l?slsrtl_ had also been disagreements

gg&_moving ships that the "

other|  And for . the - second “day,

Saigon Government spokesmen
fdenied reports that the four-
party commission would be
extended ‘beyond. the 60 days
lstip%ea in  the  Paris
'agréement.

“There shall be no extension
of the four-sided JM.C.” a
Saigon military spokesman said
yesterday., -
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Delays in Mine Clearing

WASHINGTON, March 22
(AP)'— The commander of

late

OSing‘di'sagr,/eements with the North
Vietnamese that had' delayed

removal or detonation of mines

Admy Noel A. MiGayler s
r example, . that*the!*North

Pathgt aggconstituted #a most/sunk deep in the mud of “Hai-
serious “violation of “the {Paris phong ‘harbor would ‘be . ré-
agreement and its protocols.” |moved."; g

the| He said that th perotocol on
Pro-imines signed in Paris required -
Gov-only that shipping channels off

otests North Vietnam be cleared. Ad-
y the miral Gayler, Commander in
ates,” Chief, Pacific, said that the

‘American mine-clearing e ffort
nge ‘Must only make sure that ships
Vi et_ican pass safely.

The admiral said that there

‘with the North Vietnamese over

{ re.¢ans believe to be interferifig

diers|With the minesweeping.
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