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Hanoi Officials ' Thwarted’

POWs

POWs

22 Mar 73

Andrews AFB, Md.
Americans jailed in the
Hanoi Hilton tapped se-
cret messages, tossed notes
between cells, yelled out
commands and maintained
iron discipline which
thwarted their North Viet-
namese captors, one of the
senior commanders said
yesterday. '

“OUr communication link
wasat times tenuous,” Air
Force Colonel Norman C.
Gaddis of Dandridge, TEnn.,
conceded, “But we did man-
age by tapping on the table,
through the walls, by tossing
notes and at times just yell-
ing out vital information to
the camp, so that we direct-
ed the activities of the wing.

“And it was, we believe, a7
very effective military or- . dj

ganization,’#:Gaddis said at
a news conference. “‘And be-
cause 'we were organized,
we were able to thwart the

ept 'lron

efforts of the North Viet-
namese as they attempted to
exploit us for propaganda
purposes.

“We had problems of dis-
cipline. They were not ma-
jor problems, I think the
same type of problems you
would encounter in normal
military organizations.”

STRAYS

Gaddis, 49, said the moral
force of several hundred
tightly knit professional offi-
cers quickly pulled strays
back in line.

The prisoners of war in
the old French prisoy in the
heart of North Viefnam’s
ital city organized them-
into the “Fourth
1ed POW Wing,” Gad-

“We
ganization
with our military doctrine,”

established the or-
in accordance

he said. “The senior officers reptitious signals through a

were responsible fg
velopment and the
of policies. ,
an organization dec

resisting the Vietnamese.
“The senior officex;s were

Isolated. We were

kept away from the rest of = had f

always

the POWs because

namese, I think, feared the

Influence which w
have over them.”

COMMANDE
The POWs wen

manded by Air Force Colon-

al John P. Flynn
;mar, Fla., who was

ior prisoner. Gaddis and

Air. Force Colonel
Wynn of Minneapoli
were on his staff.

Gaddis said that,
isolatien, the senior

‘were able to form cé

icy and transmit it

T the de-
execution
- We developed

precise chain of command.

“The ‘senior officer in each
: of the communal rooms was
icated to considered to be the squad-
- Ton commander,” Gaddis
~sald. “And he had an execu-
ve officer. And in turn they
light leaders or duty
sections.

RELEASE

~ ““The squadron command-
‘er had the same function
R that he would have had were
e com- ‘he a free man. He had the
responsibility for discipline.
of Shali- 'He also dealt with such
the sen- things as awards and ‘deco-
. rations for those who had
David © done outstanding work, and
5, Minn.,. _in addition he would have
e opporfunity to submit -
ectiveness reports ..on
veryone during the period
f time in-which he"super-
“vised them.”

the Viet-

e would

by sur-’

I

' i SC i lpl i n e'

~ Gaddis said, “Oneé of the
most important areas that
we dealt with had to do:with
our release, and we devel-
oped this policy in February
and March of 1971.”

The men anticipated being
released in groups over a
period of time. Gaddis said,
and agreed not to discuss
treatment or conditions in
the prison until all were out.
He said they also agreed not
to discuss prisoner miscon-
duct except before proper
boards of inquiry.

“And I would like to ask
those who are present to
please not judge an individu-
al on the basis of whatthey
may have: heard or seen,”
he said. “I helieve itis only
lair to this individual to al-
low. him to come back and
tell his own story.” ‘

Associated Press




