Merry-Go=-Round

SFChronicle wmar 20

20,000 (;'.ivuhans or
Viet Adviser Jobs

Ju

N ESTIMATED 20,000 civilian experts

are quietly replacing the military ad-

visers who are coming home from Viet-

nam. Indeed, knowledgeable- sources tell
us the figure eventually may be higher.

We wrote last December about secret
Pentagon plans to keep military adviers,
posing as civilians, in South Vietnam after
the cease-fire. Now we have obtained ad-
ditional details from internal Pentagon
memos.

Most of the new advisers will be re-
cruited from the armed forces but will go
to Saigon as employees of such corpora-
tions as ITT, Sperry-Rand, Lear-Siegler,
Northrop and NHA, Inc. Some advisers,
however, will actually remain on the Pen-
tagon payroll.
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HE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT is ac-

tively recruiting civilians from its
ranks to spend a year in Vietnam. In a
typical memo, the Defense Electronics
Suppy Center offers higher pay — ‘“‘there
is a 25 per cent differential”’ — and prom-
"ises “re-employment rights” after the ex-
perts return.

The “positive recruiting lists” ' show
“large numbers” of openings, the memo
urges, for ‘‘military  components,” ad-
ding: “A high priority, urgent requlre-
ment  exists to fill these posmons in the
shortest possible time.”

A Navy memo explains more cautmus-
ly that civilians are being recruited ‘‘to
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