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WASHII\G'I‘ON March 16—
A 3T:year-old employe of the
Agency. for International Devel-
opment told today of his five

hartowmg years as a captive of |
the " North Vietnamese—five |

years,ms he described them, of
diseasd, malnutrition and “ex-
qensxve coercmn ”

Mic haej D. Benge said in an |
mte):vxew at the State Depart-

ment and later at a news con-

; ference that his captors’ refusal

‘to provide medical care for two
of his fellow prisoners, both
‘missionaries, led to their
‘deaths.

. Mr. Benge, his voice waver-
dng and occasionally breaking,

»said that a North Vietnamese :

-doctor operated on his left foot
‘with a-rusty razor blade and
-scissors, and that another gave
‘up trying to give him dextrose
/intravenously and told him to
drink it from a bowl.

He told of suffering himself
from dengue fever, from mal-
aria, from - amoebic  dysentery
and from beri-beri.’ g i itimes,
he said, his teeth b% came
loose, his body hair fell o%x

and the hair on his scalp turn- i
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ed white. For a
time he was blind;
for a time he lost
the use of his right-
arm.

For a whole year,
he said, he lived
near Hanol in a
9-by-9-foot cell
that was painted
entirely black and
had no ventilation
other than a small
hole on the floor,
through which rats
scampered. For an .
entire year, he saw
no other human beings
bxcept his guards.

Mr. Benge is a
specialist in the
affairs of the

' montagnard tribes
that live in the

hlghlands of South
Vietnam. He is
fluent in one of
their tribal lan-
gudges, Rhade, and he
devoted most of five
years to their
welfare before his
capture at Ban Me
Thuot, in the Central
Highlands during the
Lunar New Year b
offensive of 4968.
He was known to his
friends and to
American journalists

who served in Vietnam.

at that time as an
energetic and utterly
honest province
representative,
unawed by high-
ranking officials,
willing to tell

“ hair once again
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anyone who would
listen precisely
he’ congidered wr

!
what
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with the South Vlet-

namese and Ameri
programs for the
montagnards.

Like most Ameri‘

officials then
serving in Vietn
he did not quest
the American rol
he questioned
American tacties

and, often, South

Vietnamese Gover
ment intentions.
Today, much
thinner but with

normal sandy col
and crew-cut, Mr
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Benge seemed somewhat over-
wrought, twisting a pen in his
hands as he spoke. He may
have to undergo spleen surgery
at Behh sda Naval Hospital this
month.

" At the formal news confer-
ence, Mr, Benge broke down as
he "was saying, “The United
States has a humanitarian ob-
ligation and a Christian respon-
sibility to aid ‘the ‘people 'in
South Vietnam and perhaps iin|
North: Vietnam.” He urged that
any. American aid to the North
be put into health: fprograms .and
into rébuilding of houses; not
into! industrial reconstruction.

- The two missionaries died as
they and Mr. Benge were taken
from one place to another in
the mountains of South Viet-
nam and then to Cambodia.
They were Betty Ann Olsen, a
nurse with the Christian and
Missionary Alliance, and Henry
Blood, a linguist who was stu-
dymg montagnard languages.

All told, the marches on
Wthh Mr. Benge was taken—
lending the day after Christmas,
1969, in Hanoi—must have
totaled nearly 1,000 miles.
Much of time, he said, his legs
were badly swollen and - his
skin was covered with ulcers.

R
—




