Saigon C alls for Talks ir

1 Field

To Halt the Sporadic Fighting

NYTimes

" SAIGON, South Vietnam,
March 9 (Reuters)—South Viet-
nam proposed today that
field commanders should sit

down and talk to end the spo

radic fighting that has marred
the Vietnam cease-fire and, ac-
cording to-Saigon’s figures, has
claimed more than 15,000 lives.

The: appealicame at a meet-
ing of :the. four-powir Joint
Military ‘€Commission, made up
of thé United 'States, South
Vietnam, 'North Vietnam  and
the Vietcong.

A South Vietnamese mili-
tary spokesman said the pro-
posal drew no response from
the two Communist parties,
who maintained that a new ap-
peal would serve no purpose.

The four parties have made
unilateral appeals to their
commanders to stop fighting,
but these have had little effect,
and there has been no appreci-
able decrease in the fighting.

The  prisoner-of-war  ex-
change between South Vietnam
and the Vietcong and North
Vietnam went ahead smoothly
ugain today, with the reliease
of Communist soldiers at Quang
Tri, below the demilitarized
zone,

A total of 1,000 were sched-,
uled to be released, but three
of them, according to a South
Vietnamese spokesman, decid-
ed to remain in South Vietnam
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