Vietcong Says Peace Unit
Is Discussed With Saigon

NYTimes

SAIGON,
March 9—Lieut. Gen. Tran Van
Tra, chief of the Vietcong dele-

gation to the Joint Military
Commission, has disclosed that
the Vietcong’s Provisional Revy-
olutionary Government and the
Saigon Government have begun
discussions of the joint cease-
" fire body they. are to form.
General Tra said he had pro-
posed that the two-party com-
mission should alternate its
headquarters between the areas
controlled by the two South
Vietnarhese sides. .
* The two-party military com-
mission is to succeed the pres-
ent commission, in which the
South Vietnamese parties are
joined by North Vietnam and
the United States. The cease-
fire agreement signed in Paris
on Jan. 27, limits the life of
the four-member group to 60
days—that is, until March 27.
General Tra’s statement was
Included in written answers to
questions submitted to him by
The New York Times. It is be-
lieved to be the first time that
the head of the Vietcong dele-
gation, sequestered from the
press by the Saigon Govern-
ment, has communicated with
a mnewspaper on substantive
matters regarding the carrying
out of the cease-fire. ;
General Tra asserted that it
was the Provisional Revolution-
ary Government that.took the
initiative in the discussion of
the two-party cease-fire body.
Because of the relative inac-
tivity of the present four-party
igroup, fears have been voiced
‘that the South Vietnamese foes
might not even get around to
. serious discussion on the forma-
tion of its successor. Questioned
about this, Genral Tra replied:
“We sincerely desire the
early formation of the Two-
Party Joint Military Commis-
mission. But in the fact of the
delaying tactics of the Republic
of Vietnam side, we are won-
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restrictions placed by ‘Saigon
on the movements of his*dele-
gation, General Tra declared:
“When the delegation of the
Republic of Vietnam.comes: to
the area under our control, we
will grant it all necessary free-
doms, insure the safety and
satisfy the material needs of
its members. We will act in a
way that would show our good-
will for reconciliation and na-
tional concord, our love for
peace, our culture, our noble
character and our hospitality
which have proved to be the
age-old traditions of our na-
tion.” ' )
Correspondents Detained
This affernoon four American
correspondents were detained

on Tan Son Nhut military air

In an obvious allusion to the|

by South Vietnamese Air Force|
military police at Camp Davis, ||
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[|the press,” the general asserted.
| |He said that in many cases
members of the International
Commission  for Contro] and|
Supervision were refused admit- [
tance to Camp Davis. The com-
mission is made up of Hungary,
Poland, Canada and Indonesia.
Hindrance Charged
General Tra also accused
gon of frequently cutting off
ephone communications, hin-
dering contractors from deliver-
ing the “minimum necessities
required by our work,” and jam-
ming radio communications,
presumably between the dele-
gation here and Vietcong head-
quadrters in the jungle,

ut in reply to a question
whether the Vietcong delegation
might return to its base in pro-
test against - sich hindrance,
General Tra contented himself
with citing the temporary with-
drawal of North Vietnamese
officers from some regional and
ocal teams in protest and said
that he supported that decision.
/ithout directly accusing the
ed  States of violations of/
agreement, General Tra de-
clared: - .

“The United States side, be-

i

Sa
tel

base, where the Vietcong and
North Vietnamese delegations
are quartered. They were re-
sponding “to"'an invitation by
General Tra for a press con-
ference.. . .

“The journalists were refused-
access and released but their
press accreditation cards were
retained ‘by the police. No

made, howeyer.

The correspondents were Ron
Moreau of Newsweek, Thomas
W. Lippman:of The Washington
Post, Jacques Leslie of The Los

Angeles Times and Fox Butter-

field of The New York Times.

In his written replies,. Gen- |

eral Tra accused the Saigon:
Government of refusing to.
grant to his delegation and that,
of North Vietnam the diplo-!
matic privileges and immunities
called for by the four-party
protocol that established the
commission.

“The Saigon administration
has sought every possible
‘means to hinder nermal con-

tacts of our delegation with/

dering whether it has a good-
will to solve this problem.”

the International Commission:
for Control and Supervision and;

threat of disaccreditation was '

| 'er

ause of its well-known rela-
ionship with the Republic of
ietham, can by no means elude
esponsibility for that situ-
tion.” :

General Tra charged that the
titude of the Saigon Govern.!
ment had prevented his delega-
Jtt)n from performing its tasks
‘and that “delay and deadlock”
in the carrying out

/fire had resulted.

| | Discussing the future polit-
'ical jrole the United States:
might play in South Vietnam, |
the general set as conditions,
jthat [the United States ‘“seri-!
ously and fully” abide by the
Pari‘siLagreement and ‘“give up
its design to impose its neo-
cclo@ialist rule on South Viet-
nam.?

B2 mg

of the cease-

i

im,
“Tl};is will usher in a new
‘era in the relationship between
Vietngm and the United States,
relations based on reconcil-
fation, equality and mutual in-
jterests,” General Tra said.




