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Government Weighs Ouster
of Other Journalists

By SYLVAN FOX
Speclal to The New York Times

SAIGON, South Vietnam,
March 7—An American jour-
nalist was ordered expelled
from South Vietnam today and
a South Vietnamese official
said the Government was con-
sidering similar action against
several other newsmen.

The South Vietnamese offi-
cial made the remarksin a tele-
phone interview against a back-
ground of increasing pressure
by the South Vietnamese Gov-
ernment on foreign journalists
accused of what it calls “un-
Vietnamese activities.”

The Government official said
the visa of Donald A. Davis,
actingbureau chief of United
Press International in Saigon,
expired tomorrow and “will not
be rrenewed.”

Mr. Davis said tonight that
he had been given seven days
to leave the country,

Others Bans Weighed

Other organizations that have
been informed either that cor-
respondents now outside the
country would not be permit-
ted fo return or that their cases
are “under consideration” in-
clude the National Broadcast-
ing Company, The Los Angeles
Times and Agence France-
Presse.

" Asked whether the Govern-
ment was adopting a tougher
approach toward newsmen who
write articles displeasing to
Saigon, an official recalled that
he had announced some weeks
ago that journalists “guilty of
un-Vietnamese activities will
not be allowed to get into the
country.”

He added, “We are going to
stick to those principles.”

The Government has never
clearly defined what it con-
siders un-Vietnamese activities
by journalists, except to sug-
gest that articles that “under-
mine the security” of the
Saigon Government fall into
that classification.

- against the agency respon-

Times. Mr. Leslie said he was

- left, “I won’t be let back in.”

Reports Called Fabrications

In the case of Mr. Davis,
however, a Government offi.!
cial sald a visa was being
denied because United Press
International had disseminated
news dispatches that were
“pure fabrications” and “en-.
tirely inaccurate.”

Mr. Davis, on behalf of him-
self and U.P.I., denied that the
agency had filed any stories
that were “false, fabricated (or
biased.” *

The Government official con-
ceded that Mr. Davis was not
Necessarily the author of the
articles in question, but ex.
plained: “we are not taking

~Ameasures against individuals but

sible.”

The Government was em-
ploying a similar approach in
1ts dealings with the National
Broadcasting Company. Recent-
ly, Ron Nessen, one of its cor-
respondents, became embroiled
in a dispute with the Govern-
ment over the right of news-
men to visit North Vietnamese
and Vietcong delegates to the
four-party Joint Military Com-
mission at Tan Son Nhut Air
base.

Warning to Newsmen

As a result of the dispute,
which reached a low point when
a Government spokesmen warn-
ed newsmen they might be shot
by military policemen if they
attempted to visit the Com-
munist officials, Mr. Nessen
was “forced to leave the coun-
try,” according to the Govern-
ment official.

According to' N.B.C. here,
two other correspondents—Bob
Jones and Bill Dowell—have
since been unable to obtain
visas to enter South Vietnam.

NB.C. said it was informed
that Hoang Duc Nha, the com-
missioner general of state for
information, had ordered all
visas for N.B.C. personnel held
up while the Government con-
sidered the network’s “perform
ance.”

Asked about this today, a
Government official said the
Saigon authorities were “con-
sidering N.B.C.’s attitude.”

The Government official also
said the authorities were con-
sidering the case of Jacques
Leslie of The Los Angeles

informed yesterday that his
press credentials, which ex-
pired yesterday, would not be
extended.

Re-entry Held Unlikely

His visa expires on March
17 and he had planned to leave
the country for a brief vaca-
tion before that. But he said
today he believed that if he

In addition to these cases,
Agence France-Presse_has been
told informally that one of its
correspondents would be barred
if he attempted to return to
Vietnam. |

Although there is no pattern
to the pressures being applied,
several of those journalists in-
volved have visited Vietcong-
controlled areas of South Viet-
nam and have written articles
about the torture and beating
of political prisoners based on
interviews with recently re-
leased prisoners.

An American official said he
believed that the situation be-
tween the press and the Saigon
Government had “come around
to a point of East and West
not meeting.”




