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A single throne-like seat in the plane’s front section aw

MAR 8 1973

Oakland Project Revealed

A Special Jet for Thi

An airplane that may
fly South Vietnam Presi-
dent Nguyen Van Thieu to
the U.S. is being outfitted
with VIP accommodations
at Oakland International
Airport.

it was learned in Washing-
ton that the Boening 707 has
been leased by Pan Ameri-

can World Airways to Air

Vietnam, the national airline
of South Vietnam.

The forward hall of the|

plane has been re-designed
with four sleeper berths and
a throne-like seat- occupying
about as much space as is
needed for four first class
seats.

A reliable source at Pan
Am said the plane — which
has regular oach seats in the
rear part — will be “inge-
neral service’” for Air Viet-
nam but “‘would also be
used as President Thieu’s
private plane.” .* -

The jet is cﬁfi"éﬁt"ly at!

World Alr Center at the Oak-
land airport where it is
being outfitted.

The Pdn American scouce
said the original schedule
called for the 707 to be deliv-
ered to Air Vietnam in Sai-
gon next Monday, but deliv-
ery may be delayed a week
or S0. v

He said the deal with Air

Vie
sac
of
am

aifls President Thieu

ey

tnam was a “cash tran-
tion™

and the lease was
‘medium Jength.” The

ount of money involved

was not known.

Asked whether

the U.S.

government was involved,

the

“this | was
usaction

and South Vietnam.”

tra
Am

source said only that
a commercial

between Pan




