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CMDR. CHARLES SOUTHWICK, WIFE KAREN -
She helped him slip his wedding ring on

“Travis Home'comingu
20 More POWs Land

By Dick Hullgrpn

Chronicle Lorresponllent

Travis Air Force Base,
Solano county

A hulking C-141 Star-
lifter jet touched down at
2:15 pm. here yesterday,
bmngmg 20 more Ameri-
can prisoners of war home
from years in North Viet-
nam. E

More .than 300 relatives,

friends and well-wishers:
cheered as the huge jet tax-,
ied up to the reception with’
roaring engmes and lowered
its ramp.

~ First down was Navy Cap-
See Back ,Pg,ge
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tain Ernest M. Moore uI‘
- the senior officer on tboard
who snapped to attentionon
the tarmac and gave greet-

ing officers a brisk, jaunty
salute.

“There can be but one day !
in the life of a

like this

man;? Muore sald’vmﬁ gtno-

tion.

“We can not thanl« you
enough for being with us all

‘the way. There was never
any doubt.”
CHILDEEN

Moore, shot down over
North Vietnam on March 11,
1967, said he and other re-
turning men had visited the
pﬁdlatI‘le ward at Clark Air
Base in the Philippines be-
fore leaving on their 15-hour,
8000 mile flight home.

The children there, he
said, “were of all colors and
nationalities and it
didn’t make any difference .

. . and so I saw these chil-
dren . . . andit warmed my

.hgart. .
“They were sick and they

needed help — and my coun-
t1v was giving it to them.
“And I knew that my
country would always do
this ... .7
The 43-yedr -0ld Moore was

POWs

greeted by his parents, Mr
and Mrs. Ernest Moore &
of Walnut Creek, and by i s,:’

brother Terry and his wife.
Moore’s w1fe and his th rqe i
children ‘were awaiting nim ¢

at Balboa Naval Hosp1t1 in

San Diego, where he a dP :

others were being transp oz}t
ed immediatelyy by plne

“Tonight,” Captam Moo 3
said, “T'm domg to take v
lovely wife in my arm g——
something 1 have dremed
about for years —and Wﬁl
know an openess and om-
munion with her thatl mve
never. known

Yesteldays wasone ot
four Operation Homeco m
flights that br ought the ﬂal
returning prisoners of war
to 243. The other three jets
flew” directly to bass ’m

the ramp at Trav1s vstel-
day and saluted the <.101 s,
the erowd cheered and
plauded and held high si
saying “God Bless }
“Welcome Home!”
‘“‘Happiness Is Knowing
Like You...”

Tlnrteenth off tne plix > in -

was
.Charles B Southwrk oi
Sausalito, whose Plane was
hit over North Vietnam on
May 14, 1967 !

The gray-haired, jaunty
pilot# had just touched
ground when his wife Kaven,

. dressedsin a.green pantsuit,

ran across the tarma and
embraced him.

The couple disappeared

into- the nearby vecepfion -

center, with Mrs. Sout v}
leaving shortly afte
getting into a parked
Then Soutthck eme: g d———

. c1gar—to join her for the

ride to Oak Knoll Naval Hos-
pital in Qakland. y

Also taken to Oak
yesterday was Nav
serve Lieutenant Gry‘
Thornton of Porterville, ‘who
was shot down on Fb 20,
1967.

in the past ‘

8 Mer T3

Five men were ‘taken: o
David Graht Air Force hos— v
pital at Tra\ns '

Children of some 1nturn~ ¥
ing POWs clutched little
American flags 'during the
homecoming and the son-of
one — Air Force Lieutenant
Donald G. Waltman of Lel-
logg, Idaho — wore the um-
form of an Air Force cadet. ©

The. only less-than-Joycus :
note yesterday was the dis- ¢
appmntment of 175 grade
school children from the

Travis Unified School Dis<
trict, who arrived with post-
ers . and letters to. welconie
the men back. State law,
however, insists that all
school buses bhe at the
schools by 2 p.m. and the
children’ were forced to
leave 15 minutes before the
big plane touched down.

A teacher said the menre-
turning yesterday would get
the letters and posters scme-
how. and that plans were
being made to have the chil-
dren return atila.m. today.
when another 20 PQWS are
scheduled to refurn. & &



