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CBS Shelves Play

On Vet's Return

New Ydrk )
. The CBS Television

network said yesterday it -

is postponing the sched-
uled Friday broadcast of
“Sticks and Bones,” an
award-winning Broadway
play about the callous re-
ception..given an Ameri-

can GI returning home -

blinded from Vietnam war
wounds.

The network’s action drew
protests from the play’s pro-
ducer, Joseph Papp, and its
author, David Rabe. Colum-
bia Broadcasting System
spokesmen said the post-
ponement was ordered for
two reasons.

One was ‘“‘that the timing
is just' awful with all the
American prisoners of war
coming back frem Viet-

|

- nam,” a spokesman said.

Another factor, he said, is
that at least 69! of the 184
CBS network |affiliates who
normally take the network’s
Friday night programs re-
fused to carry it after seeing
it on closed-circf.lit screen-
ings.
Robert C. WoJ,d,- the net-
work’s president, notified all
206 CBS affiliates yesterday
that the two-hour show
would be aired lat a later
time. é

Author Rabe,, 32, who
served in Vietnam in 1966 as
an Army clerk-typist, said
he accused Wood of bowing
to pressure from the gov-
ernment. A CBS spokesman
later denied this ‘and said
no government pressure
ever was involved. - = |
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