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OVER ITS P.OW,
BOYGOTTS TALKS

Says Jt Will Return to Truce
Meetings Only If Saigon
Frees More Prisoners

‘TOTAL | IMPASSE® CITED

u.s. A“ﬁéin Says Release of
American Captives Is Tied
to Troop Pullout Only
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SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Tuesday, March 6—A North
Vietnamese official said yester«
day that the Communists would
boyeott further meetings of the
four-party Joint Military Com-
misaiyn because of a dispute
over 'the exchange of Viet-
namese war prisoners.

The official, Col. Bui Tin,

said the Communist side would
return to the military commis-
sion meetings only when the
Saigon Government agreed to
release a number of Communist
war prisoners “that is in ac-
cordance with the terms of the
Paris agreement.”
Saigon remained silent ®n the
matter. A Government spokes-
man said simply that there was
“no result” from yesterday's
meeting of the Joint Military
Commission,

[In Washington, the White
House again’ insisted that re-
lease of all American prison-
ers of war was tied to no
provision other than with-
drawal of American forces
from - Vietnam, according to
a dispatch of United )%'eus
International.]

‘Date Js Not Set /(]

The North Viethameseleolo-
nel said that the Americanhand
South Vietnamese deleBations

to the Joint Military Commis-

sion had been informed of the

Communist boycott of further
meetings, but an American
source denied that any such
information had been provided.

The American source said
that the Communists had “de-
clined to agree to. any time”
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r another meeting when the

impasse.” |

The; colonel did not snecify
the mumber of prisoners~the
Communists wanted released in
the second round of Vietnamese
prisoner exchanges.
| However, an American s0
|said that at a meeting of
commission’s  chief ~del
earlier "yesterday, the Ui~
nists demanded the release of
5,000 of their men held by
‘Saxgon.

Figurg Called Unacceptable

The Saigon Government has
offered ' to release 3,000
prisoners, according to
American source, but Coland
Tin said that yesterday Smgon
scaled.down that offer to 2,0
which he called “absolut )
unaceeptable.” i

In the first round of Vleml-
mese prisoner releases last
month, almost 7,000 Commuhist
prisoners were exchanged by
the Smgon Government for just
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over 1,000 of their soldiers held
by the Communists.

These figures were based on;
the original estimates provided
by both sides in Paris of the
number of war prisoners each
held. The Saigon Government
said it held 28,000 Communist|
soldiers while the Communists|
said they held 4,000 Govern-
ment soldiers.

Late last week the Commu-
nists raised that number to
4,500.

Under the Paris agreemant
the prisoner exchanges were
supposed to take place in four
equal parts and to be com-
pleted within 60 days after the
accord was signed on Jan. 27.

The dispute arose partly be-
cause neither side accepts as
taccurate the other’s figu.rES for
the number of prisoners it
holds. The Saigon authorities;|
*for example, contend that the
Communists actually hold some
180,000 Government prisonets.

Efowever, within the frame-
work of the numbers wsed in
the first round of exc ges

[Elrvers suggested the|

1unist compiamt eared
ustified.

Impli eit Criticism of'@mgon

Atcarding to an American
source, Maj. Gen, rt H,

Woodw:ard, the chief United

|States delegate to the military

ion, apparently took
Sition at yesterday’s
meetm% calling upon both
sides to observe the full re-
leases required under the Paris
accord, |

The: genaral’'s remarks, ac-
cordifig to a1z American source,l
were  “implicitly critical” of
Saigon for scaling down| the
number of prisoners it offered
to release.

In his interview, Colonel Tin
corroborated this, declaring:

“Even Major General Wood-
ward had to reassert the U.S.
pesition that during the first
and second phases of prisoner
lexchanges each side should re-
l¢§se a number of prisoners nn
lgsg than 50 per cent of t
t tal prisaners they held.

e Republic of V:etnam
~may be unable to explain
l rabsurd attitude,” Colonel

. said.

Altheugh noting that Geneta& :

Woodward more or less sup-l
ported their contention, “the
;Commumsts used the dispute
as an oppertunity to attack the
United Stages.

| “We especially want to em-
phasize U.S. responsibility for
the present impasse,” said |Col-

onel Tin, “because at the Parls
talks the representatives of, the
United States Government sey-
jeral times stressed that jany-
thmg they negotiated concern-
ing the Government of Vietnam
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had the complete agreement of .

the Government of Vietnam.”
Thus, Colonel Tin said, the

Communists “hold the Govern-

'ment  of Vietnam and @ the

t}hmted States responsible Eor
e present deadlock,” which
he described as “an extremely
critical situation.”

y Colonel Tin added, “It must
be noted that the U.S. pris-
took place quickly and smooth-
lly," and he indicated that he
clearly expected the U.S. now
to bring pressure to bear on
Saigon to get the Vietnamese
prisoner exchange back on the.
track.

In another development, Sai-
gon drastically revised its cas-
ualty count for the fighting
since, the cease-fire went into
effect on Jan, 28.

A Government spokesman
said that “updated reports

from the field” showed 1at
(12,192 Commumst soldiers had
been killed since the cease-fire
started rather than the 8;884
reported Sunday.

Saigon said the revised 113—
ure for Government troops
killed was 2,156 rather than
the 1,616 reported Sunday,

U.S. Insists on Releases
WASHINGTON, March |
(UP)—The White House in-
sisted anew today that rel
of all American prisoners
war was tied to no other p
vision than withdrawal
United States forces from Viet-

0-

nam. ]
The press secretary, Ronald

in Saigon that the next release
gf prisoners might be delayed

.a deadlock in the
Joint Military Commission.

“The United States expects
the prisoners of war to be
released in accordance with the
agreement,” Mr. Ziegl 8.‘8&1{1

up of prisoners and that
he United States expected
those! remaining in prison would
be freed “on schedule and con-
sistent with the agreement by
all parties.”



