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Gains Seen on Key lssues
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Hapoi’s

By Thomas W. Lippman

Washington Post Poreign Service

SAIGON, March 3—North
Vietnam’s blunt tactics in de-
laying the release of some
Ameriean prisoners and yank-
ing its delegates from two re-
gional imspection sites in the
South to enforce its demands
over implementation of the
cease-fire have begun to bring

today.

With the next bateh of
American prisoners of war set
to be freed.in Hanoi on Sun-
day and Monday, the North
Vietnamese appear to have
gained, at least on paper,
some of the objectives they
were seeing in exchange.

The first planeload of POWs
is expected to leave Hanoi's
Gialam airport Sunday about
3 am_ EST and to arrive at
Clark Air Base in the Philip-
pines about 5:30 a.m. EST.

Agreement on “a number of
| points providing for freedom
lof movement” and security of
Communist delegates to the
four-party Joint Military Com-
mission is to be “finalized on
Monday,” accordifig’to an in-
formed Ameriecan source.

In addition, Maj. Gen. Gil-
bert H. Woodward, chief U.S,
delegate to the commission, in
troduced today a new resolu-
tion calling on all parties to

the Paris agreement to respect
the terms of the cease-fire,

| That resolution is also to be
|taken up -at a meeting of the

‘heads bf*fle four ' HéTegations
on Monday, reliable sources
said. “The commission ap-|
proved  a similar resolution|:
two weeks ago, with no major
impact on the situation inl'
South Vietnam. But the,latest
American move is apparently
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results, informed sources said,
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an attempt to satisfy one of
WNorth Vietnam’s key demands
in negotiations over the past
week—tHat the United States
assume some responsibility
for implementing all the
terms of the Paris cease-fire
agreement, rather than devot-
ing all its energies to the re-
lease of American prisoners,

“Things are going well by
comparison with previous
weeks,” a spokesman for-the
North Vietnamese said today.
“Things are starting to move.
We mustn’t lose patience.”

Few Accomplishments

As he and other sources
pointed out, however, the four-
party military commission is
scheduled to go out of exist-
ence  in a little more than
three weeks and very little
has actually heen accom-
plished, except for the quts-
tion of American prisoners.

After a cliff-hanging week
in which even that was in
doubt, three planeloads of 106
Americans held captive in
.North Vietnam art to be flown
out of Hanoi to Clark Air Base
in the philippines on Sunday.

Another 34 prisoners who
have been held by the Viet-
cong in the South— 27 Ameri-
can military personnel
seven civilians, of whom three
ire American—are to be re-
leased in Hanoi on Monday.

Bydtlaying their release for
several days, North Vietnam
has won at least the appear-
ance of actions on its demands
that Communist delegates to
.egional and local inspection
teams around South Vietnam
be ia.ccorde.-d the dlplo‘magc
status and security from at-
tack and harassment to which
they are entitled under the
Paris agreement.

The North  Vietnamese
spokesman said his delegation
had raised 18 specific de-
mands on this matter, and
that six had been cleared by a
subcommission for-'ﬁiml'on by
the  four delegation efs on
Monday. These are apparently
the same points on which the
(.S, side reported agreement,
but thejrr contents were not
nade public.

Delegation in Saigon
Mlveantime. weeks after the
four-party peac€keeping teams
were to have gone into action
around the country, the North
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acties Payi_ng Off

Viet{lmmese delegations from
Danang and Hue remained in
Saigon. They had been with-
drawn from those cities Fri-
day because of rock-throwing
demonstrations.

“We trust that movement

back to Saigon will be only
temporary,” said a spokesman
for the Americans, who until
now have done little if any-
thing to force the South Viet-
namese to accord the Commu-
nists either more freedom of
contact with the world outside
their billets or more protec-
tion from angry demonstra-
tors. '

Even if the North Vietnam-
ese go back to Danang and
Hue, however, that will still
be a long step from full de-
ployment of the Joint Mili-
tary Comission’s inspection
teams at 26 loeal sites around
the country, a move for which
there is at present no immedi-
ate prospect. It is not incon-
ceivable that the entire 60-day
life 'span of the four-party
commission could elapse with-
out full deployment of those
teams, !

The impasse over release of
Viethamese prisoners of war
is also continuing, as is the
dispute over the dismantling
of former U.S. military bases.
Apformed sources say the
Ax cans are holding fast to
%ﬁ}uﬂiﬁou that all former

»>. bases in South Vietnam,
including major installations
like Tansonnhut Air Base,
were turned over to South Vi-
etnam before the cease-fire
and do not have to be disman-
tled, as they would if they
were still under U.S. control.

The Communists refuse just
as adamantly to accept the va-
lidity of that argument—“We
come out of our quarters here
-at Tansonnhut every day and
we see nothing but Americans
at Tth Air Force Headquar-
ters, and it’s a cynical argu-
ment to say it’s a Vietnamese
base,” one delegate said today.
But at least for the moment,
the Communists appear to be
doing nothing to enforce their
demands:

An official South Vietnam-
ese spokesman said today:
“We will release all prisoners
of war within 60 days of the
cease-fire," as required by the
agreement. But disputes bet-
ween . North: and South over
the numbers 'of prisoners held
and the sites for their release
continued to block any move-
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