{Laos Premier Backs Negotiator
- Criticized as Giving Too Much

NYTimes
VIENTIANE, Laos, March 2

—Prince Souvanna Phouma,
Premier of Laos, publicly went
to the defense of his chief
peace negotiator today in the
face of Cabinet charges that
the Vientiane Government con-
ceded too much to the Com-
munists to obtain a peace ac-
cord,

The Prince issued a state-
ment assuming complete per-
sonal responsibility for the ne-
gotiations and agreement and
supporting his chief negotiator,
Pheng Phongsavan.

Mr, Pheng Phongsavan, who
/is Interior Minister in Prince
Souvanna Phouma's Cabinet,
“has been the cobject of vio-
lent criticism and even threats”
since  signing the  agree-
ment with the Comsnunist-led
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Pathet Lao last week, the Pre-
mier’s statement said.

Prince Souvanna Phouma and
Mr. Pheng Phongsavan are
members f the Neutralist party.
The right-wing and some Neu-
tralist Cabinet members have
denounced the accord‘with the
Communists. And ‘dﬁg the
last few days right-wing poli-
ticians have been speculating
openly that Mr. Pheng Phong-
savan reached agreement on
Communist terms order to
replace Prince Souvanna Phou-
ma as Premier with Commu-

nist support,

Meetings between various

subcomittees of thé Vientiane
e Pathet

Government and

Lao continued today, but it wag
understood that only procedural
matters were discussed, with no
progress on substantial isstes.



