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WASHINGTON, March 2—
President Nixon promised today
that postwar aid to North Viet-
nam, if approved by Congress,
would be financed from exist-
ing defense and foreign -aid
funds, not from further slashes
in “the domestic side of the
budget.” ‘

Although he conceded that

there was “considerable opposi-
tion” to such aid, Mr. Nixon
predictéd that Congress would
eventually support it “in the
interest. of creating lasting
peace and stability in the area.”

“The _costs ' of peace are
great,” he said, “but the, costs
of war are much greater.”

Speaking at a surprise news
conference, his first in a month,
the President appeared to be
trying to mollify Congressional
critics of “assistance to North
Vietnam, many of whom have
summed up their opposition to
it with- the phrase, “We ought

to rebuild American cities be-|
fore rebuilding Hanoi.” [Ques-
tion 2, Page 12] ‘
Confident on P.O.W.s

Mr Nixon also announced
during: the 37-minute session
that his meeting with Presidenti
Nguyen Van Thieu of South|
|Vietnam would be held on April|
|2 and 3 at San Clemente, Calif.|
[Opening Statement] He also

defended the Laos and Vietnam| |

cease-fire agreements [Ques-|
| tion 1] And Mr. Nixon expressed
|confidence that American pris-
|oners-of warwould be released
on schedule this weekend
[Question 5].

Standing before the blug'vel-
vet ' curtain in the - briéfing|
room in the west wing of the
White House, the President re-
sponded to questions with calm,
measured phrases. His voice
was noticeably lower than
usual, and His replies showed
no antagonism toward his ‘Con-
gressional and political adver-

POWs

saries.
In discussing aid to North

i Viet'ha.rf], which. by ‘some - esti-

mates has no more than a
dozeft supporters among: the
100 'members of the Senate,
Mr. Nixon drew on his own
experiences in the days after
World War II.

“The opposition to aiding
Germany and aiding Japan,”
lhe said, *was very substantial.”

Mr. Nixon said he voted for
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