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Freed Flyers Favor Aid to Hanoi
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Ex-POW's Ant

Tra;pls Air Force Base,
Solano county

A" returned American
-pmsbner of war conceded
yesterday he signed an
anti-war statement while
in Hanoi.

Air Force Captain Lynn E.
Guenther, 27, also said he
hiad) “mixed feelings” about
the nheavy B-52 raids against
Hanoi 1ast December.

Giignther was quick to de-
fenq ‘his opinions, too, te]hng
a [news -conference ‘‘you
know s well as I do we al-
low. free speech in this coun-
try.!’

Guenther was shot down
near -the North Vietnamese -
Laotian border Dec. 26, 1971,
while: flying a prop-driven
spoﬁte'r plane.

= SIGNATURE

ﬁu; name was among
elght ‘signatures en a state-
metit distributed in Paris in
May 1972 by the North Viet-
ese. The statement, re-

d’ by Reuters, called

U Si ‘bombing “futlle,”
asked 'for an end to the war,

ang praised the fighting -

spirit of the communist
forces.

“At no time did any of
thése statements degrade
thef United States,” he said,
adding “I have my own per-
sonal -opinions and I’d rather
notl dtscuss them at this
thié 93

Qf ﬁhe bombing 'last De-
cember Guenther said, ‘‘I
was scared. Anyone Would
be.|There was a lot going on
in Hanoi.”

Guenther sat at the half-
hour press conference with
t wo : other - returned Air

lﬁee ﬂyers, Lieutenant

am Arcuri and Captain
Terh v M. Geloneck.

The ‘three officers were

amgng the first to be re-
turned to the U.S. from
Clark Air Base in the Philip-
piné,s;,.and have since been
pines _and have since been
releasad from the Travis
hospﬂ_;_al ;

AID

A three fully supported
waid to help rebuild
North Vietnam.

Air Force Captain Teﬁ'y M. Geloneck (I
Captain Lynn E. Guenther at Travis

“This is the American
way,” said Geloneck. “‘Once
we’re through fighting we
should do everything we can
to improve relations.”’

As for charges that state-
ments by POWs were or-
chestrated since their return
by American officials, Gelo-
neck - said, “We discussed
what we were. going to say
before we left Hanoi. We
knew we would have to be
cautious. The guidelines
we're using are usually

those decided upon by the

prisoners themselves.”

Both Geloneck and Arcuri
said they want to remainin
the Air Force, with Gelo-
neck adding that he would
be willing to fly B-52 mis-
sions over Laos.

Guenther said he has not
yet decided about his career
and called his plans ‘‘uncer-

_man, carrying

tain.”

oft),

-War

Arcuri and Geloneck were

flying in the sa
it was shot do
aircraft missil
night mission
Vietnam last De

e B-52 when
by an anti-
e during a
over North
cember 22.

Geloneck said he dislocat-

ed a .shoulder

during the

ejection, but tried for half
an hour after landing “in a

grassy field” t
ture.

0 evade cap-

He said he stopped when a

a rifle and

accompanied by a young
boy, started yelling at him.

INJURED

Arcuri said h

e injured his

knee in the jump, landed in

some bamboo,

and was

caught within ten minutes.
Except for a brief glimpse

at the gate of the prison in

Hanoi, Geloneck and Arcuri

didn’t see each

other again

Lieutenant William Arcuri and
Air Force Base press conference.

until two weeks after they
were captured — a month
before the reiease.

Arcuri said he acted as
the camp ““journalist,”” prov-




Plea

iding information to men
who had been impri
for years.

ter, they let me out intp the
yard with the rest of the pri-
soners.”

All the men said they had
been treated well by the
North Vietnamese, even to
the point of making a few
friends among their captors.

“They were respectfl of
us, and we respected them,”
said Guenther. “If you live
around individuals for an ex-

friendships.”

Arcuri, 25, of Yuba
and Geloneck, 28, of Beale
Air Force Base, have al-
ready had a week’s leave
with their families.

Guenther was released
from the hospital yesterday
after treatment for an eye
injury and planned to spend
30 days leave with his wife,
Susan, and two sons, Todd
and Adam, in their home
town of The Dalles, Ore




