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SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Feb. 26—Gen. Duong Van Minh,
a political rival of President
Nguyen Van Thieu, criticized
.the Thieu Government today
for failing to restore civil and
political liberties guaranteed by
the Vietnam cease-fire agree-
ment.

The General, a tall, soft-
spoken man known among
Americans in Vietnam as Big
Minh, issued what he called an
open letter to the 13-party in-
ternational conference on Viet-
nam, which convened in Paris
today.

In his open letter General
Minh said that there was a
third force, or “entity,” that op-|
posed the Thieu Government
and the Communists and com-
prises the majority of the
people of South Vietnam. It
“is the key to peace,” he said.

In his characteristically en-
igmatic way, General Minh did
not formally announce a plan
to mobilize those who think
like him into a new poltical
body, although such a group
may be formed soon following
many days of negotiation
among anti-Thieu dissidents.

How formidable or repre-
sentative such a new political
coalition would be is far from
clear.- .

General Minh also said to-
day, in response to written
questions an# through friends
who spoke for him, that he was
not interested in placing him-
self- or his friends on a pro-
posed National Council of Na-
tional Reconciliation and Con-
cord if the neutral elements
were to be appointed by the
Government and the Vietcong.
This, however, is exactly what
the cease-fire agreement pro-
vides. .

The events at General Minh's
villa in Saigon constituted a
characteristic Vietnamese po-
litical happening, full of am-
biguities and blind alleys.

Journalists were invited first
at 4 P.M. and arrived under the
scrutiny of secret police of the
Thieu Government, wearing
sport shirts and lounging con-
spicuously near the curb. The
reporters were given Gener-
al Minh’s two-and-a-half-page
open letter to the Paris con-
ference.

Under present law, press con-
ferences are illegal in South

Vietnam without a permit.
However, an aide of General
Minh itook down in writing

some questions offered by the

press. )
At 5 P.M. a reception and

cocktail party began for the

press and other guests, includ-,

ing about 80 anti-Government
political figures.

|

Ky Not Present !
Factions of several political|
parties were represented—but
few parties in Vietnam today
consist of more than such splin-
ters. The former vice president,
Nguyen Cao Ky, another rival
of President Thieu, did not at-
tend. |
General Minh, dressed in aj
brown suit and narrow red tie
and wearing dark glasses, gavc[
a short speech of welcome and.
then drifted with Buddha-like
detachment around the recep-
tion as others read in three lan-
guages his open letter and an
aide gave answers to the written
questions. The answers were in
most cases vague.

One vpassage of - General
Minh’s letter had a quiet eio-
quence when he said that the
third force in South Vietnam
consisted of “those who loved
their country but refused to be|
subjected or bound by foreign|
ideologies, those who had been|
caught between the apparatuses |
of the two sides or had been
oppressed by those apparatuses, |
those who had fought for na-l
tional independence but had|
bid farewell to arms after the|
war had become a senseless
mutual killing of "Vietnamese,
those who had dreamed of real|
democracy but had only en-|
countered dictatorships—in a
word, all those who followed |
neither this side nor the other|
side and who, to this date, were |
never given the chance to!
speak their minds.” ' J
People <lose to the General, f

i

Who 7 Zocemerad to oppose
Mer, Fitiers in the last presiden-
1€ @rection but withdrew, in-
dicated that Mr. Thiey must
first restore democratic free-
doms  before - General Minh
would try to form a political
action group. |
_In his open letter General|
Minh said that the international
conference in Paris had an obli-|
gation to demand that Article
11 of the cease-fire agreement
be carried out. The article re-
quires both the Government
and the Vietcong “immediate-
ly” to insure freedom of speech,
press, political activities and
movement, among others.

One guest at the reception
who spoke for General Minh
and demanded the restoration
of such freedoms in impas-
sioned conversation was Tho»nf
That Thien, who as a former|
information official for the}
Thieu regime before his dismis-
sal from office had closed and
suppressed a number of news-|
papers.

Mr. Thien also was once an|
aide to the late Ngo Dinh Nhu,
who as brother and counselor|
to the late President Ngo Dinh|
Diem, had suppressed almost |
every freedom and civil liberty;
in Vietnam in 1962 and 1963.

“Without  the democratic |
freedoms guaranteed in Article|
12 the whole concept of self-|
determination is meaningless,” |
Mr. Thien said solemnly to a’
group of Western journalists.



