Although details were not
disclosed, one point of disagree-
ment was the problem of con-
tinuing responsibility for the
cease-fire. North Vietnam and
the Vietcong have insisted that
it rest with the belligerénts.

Canada’s main demand Was
that the truce control teams
have some international politi-
cal authority to receive their
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foreign superivsory nations —
Canada, Hungary, Indonesja: and
Poland—remain in Vietnam.
Sharp Reiterates Warning

} Mr. Sharp reiterated Canada’s
pledge to withdraw from all

responsibility. unless better ar-
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| . supervising the cease-fire.
But Communists Insist That -~  The Canadian minister, the
Cease-Fire Responsibility
Lies With Belligerents
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PARIS, Feb. 26-—The inter-
national conference on Vietnam
opened today with a proposal
by Canada for a forum that
could act on any future break-
down of the cease-fire.

Canada’s suggestion, by Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Mitchell’
W. Sharp, was that the United
Nations Secretary General be
empowered to call the 13-party
conference back into session if

yen Thi Binh—and other foreign
ministers drew attention to the
fact that a month after the
signing of the cease-fire, it had
yet to become fully effective.

Nevertheless,  the. major
powers—either in conference
speeches or in off-hand remarks
by delegates at a French For-
eign Ministry reception this
evening—seemed content that
the situation was reasonably
in hand and members of the

Continued on Page 7, Column 1
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delegationsjbgame&_with co
dence. 11’

- fighting is resumed. His  plan This _moﬁt “with a mini-
drew; general approval from| mum oﬁ;@o‘%‘?ﬂ;? the foreign
Secretary of State William P.| ministers of the' 12 par’iici\%ai?ctis;‘

j as rejected by the| and Secreta Genera Wald-
Pogees but was xej ¥ heim of thgjg;mmted 'N'a‘txon‘a*j

Viétnamese Communists,

The exchanges took place as
the . conference opened this
morning precisely 30 days after!
the signing of the cease-fire,
as provided in the agreements.

Disagreements Continue

filed into the ballroom of the:
former, Hotel -Majestic where.
the cease-fire had been signed.,

The ambiguity that had been|
rinecessary to get the conference/
going was reflected in the fact
that the United States andi

There were formal congrat-j|North Vietnam were the “in-
ulations on the achievement of | Viting powers” and could not
the accords, but also evidence® 3gree on choosing a chairman.
of cottinuing disagreements,, Late last night, they com-
and pointed reminders that, Promised Dy designating Ca-

the shooting has not stopped. ada and Poland ,as_rotating
in Vietnam, or in the rest of Presiding officers” The care-
n ) ful avoidance of naming them

Indochina. . jco-chairman was a result of a
And tonight there was no continued dispute about who if
visible outline of a compromise [anyone .bs};gulcé befaz; ult@mtate
: responsibility for future inter-
o planof dEtlon shopld e natli)onai ac%ion. Should  the
ceasé-fire ‘break down. But cease-fire break down. j
Axx}gr{can andNorthVJetnamese‘ According to an agreement|
negotiators were reported to (ot speeches and seating bel
have drawn up a draft declara-
tionzfor the conference in
private talks this afternoon,
with' points of agreement and
disagreement to be submitted
to all the participants.

|

reports for as long as the four

Vietcong’s delegate—Mrs. Ngu-!

American, Soviet and. Chinese.

f thus emerged as t
i |troversy of the c

alphabetical, Mr. Sharp was the
first to take the floor.
.phemism to warn |that  Canada
iwould withdraw completely un-
/less' means could be found to
enforce the cease-fire more ef-
fectively. ‘

" Hostilities Continue

“The Vietnamese parties are
still engaged in hostile activi-
ties related to efforts by one
side or the other to enlarge its
areas of control,” Mr. Sharp
said.

i

'thei truce -had not been able]
“to:meet its obligations” and
he called for establishment of]|

iceive  violation reports.
Sharp proposed that the Paris
I conference accept this roie and
- that Mr. Waldheim |be empow-
rered to reconvene the confer-

: ence.
i Otherwise, he said, Canada
l’would be in a position of hav-
ing to choose between suppress-
ing evidence of violations or
bearing “the onus of passing
to the former belligerents in
Indochina reports that could
jconceivably result in a re-es-
[calation of the war.P

The . Canadian minister said
that  Canada, considering this
unacceptable, would withdraw
formally on March 30, pulling!

——— e
her truce teams
if  satisfactory
could not be mad

Mr. Ro

I

out by April 30,
arrangements
e before then.
gers, though he gave
general support to Mr. Sharp’s
proposal, suggested that the
conference could be reconvened
on the demand of six members,
which would mean that either
t}}e Communist or non-Commu-
gxst side could take the initia-
ive.

‘Redress Wounds of War’

An effort to achieve a com-
promise on this issue of long-
term international responsibility

he major con-
onference,

On two other questions, posi-|

He discarded diplomatic eu-|

i
He said the international
-||commiission setup to supervise |

|an international authority to re-*

ltions were so far apart that
it appeared unlikely there would!
.even be an attempt to arrange,
‘a compromise before the sched-
uled signing of a final declara-
tion by the conference delegatesl
on Friday.

One was the question of re-
construction aid. The United
States faced with stern Con-
gressional opposition to direct
assistance for North Vietnam,
would like an agreement on
such aid from many nations., |

The North Vietnamese flatly,
rejected this today, saying that
the United States owed help to
“redress” the losses of war and
that all-other aid would be wel-!
comed only through arrange-!

ments between Hanoi and par-
ticular countries.

- The second question con-
cerned Laos and Cambodia. Sec-
retary; ‘Rogers expressed the
American desire to have a spe-.
cific conference reference to a’
cease-fire and neutrality in
those two countries, but North'
Vietnam was opposed.

The  North  Vietnamese,
spokesman, Nguyen Thanh Le,!
said after this morning’s two-|
and-a-half-hour formal session|
:that the conference had “nol
lcompetence to discuss the
‘problems of Laos 4nd Cam-
ibodia.”

i He also denounced American
|B-52 raids on Communist-held|
areas of Cambodia as a “very -
serious act of war” and a vio-
lation of the Paris agretments.

The delegates “did “agtee’ to
hold only morning conference
sessions, and to set up a
drafting committee to work out
the conference declaration. The
private American-North Viet-
namese group met this after-
noon. 3

The limited schedule or for-
‘mal meetings left time for pri-
vate meetings. Secretary Rogers
met with the Chinese Foreign
Minister, Chi Peng-fei, last
night and will see him again,
He is also to confer with the.
Soviet Foreign Minister; Andrai’
A, Gromyko. sk

|

T




