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by Steven V. Hoberts
Special to The

Los 4Angeles,
Teb, 25 ~ American
officials helieve
that the list of
prisoners supplied by
‘the Communists in Indochine
may not be-complete.

They are being very cautious
about the possibility of more
prisoners, and do not want to
raise false hopes among the
families of more than 1,300
men ‘whose fate is still ‘un-
known. The officials believe
that the large majority of those
men almost certainly are dead,
but they are not yet ready to
give up hope that a few more
men might somehow return.

[At the four-party Joint

Military Commission meeting

in Saigon Sunday, neither the '

North Vietnamese nor the
i Vieteong produced a new list
of prisoners to be released,
Reuters reported. Anotheér
megting is scheduled Monday.]

Henry A. Kissinger,
President nixon's
on na
ecurlity affairs,

appearing tonight on
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night on the National Broad-
casting Company’s. television
program “A Conversation With
Henry Kissinger,” said:

“I cannot really believe that
the North Vietnamese would
hide prisoners on us. I see noth-
ing they would gain from keep-
ing prisoners that they could;
not acknowledge in jails in
North Vietnam. But we won’t
rest on this theoretical supposi-
tion. We .will make a full in-
vestigation and we will insist
on an accounting.” :

Fifty-four men who were
thought by American officials
}to be prisoners did not appear
{on the list of 562 confirmed
iP.O.W.s held captive in North
land South Vietnam and Laos.
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Nor were they listed as having
died in captivity.

But since the official list was
released last month, the fami-
lies of several of the 54 have
received telephone calls from
the Pentagon telling them that
there is enough evidence to
keep their - men on - P.O.W.
status for the time being.

“The North Vietnamese are
holding out, we kpaow this,”
insisted E. W. Teague of Har-

risburg, Ark., one parent who
received such a call. His son,
Lieut. James Teague, wag shot|
down in 1967 and was classi-|
fied as a P.O.W: after a Nogth|
Vietnam news agency an-
nounced his canture, hut he
was not lsied among  the
P.O.W.s identified last month.
Others among the 54 were
sighted alive on the ground.
after ejection from their planes,
and some were even photo-
graphed in captivity, but no
record of them has vet apn-
peared.

In addition,
sources say

!

well-informed
that  returning

a few men in prison camps
who have not been acknowl-|
edged by the North Viemamess.i
The former P.O.W.s are now
undergeoing intensive debrief-
ings with intelligence officers,
who hope to find out more
about the 54 men in question
and about 1,274 others still|
listed as missing and .unac-|
counted for.

Many Lost in Laos ' I

The best chance appears to
be in Laos, where 3i7.men have!
disappeared over the years.
Only seven have been identified
as prisoners thus far, and re-
ports from Southeast Asia have
speculated that those seven are
held by the North Vietnamese.
It is possible, according to the
reports, that more men are in
the hands of the Pathet Lao,
the indigenous guerrilla army,
which did not participate in the
Paris talks and did not sign the
peace accords.

Two difficult questions re-
main, however, particularly in
regard to North and Scuth Viet-|
nam: Why would enemy ‘forces!
deliberately withhold the names
of American prisoners? And if
they have, what will make them
decide 'to give the men back?

As a result, officials and fam-
ilies are reluctant to disciss
the missing men. The Paris ac-
cords provided that both sides
would repatriate all prisoners
within 60 days and provide in-
formation on the missing, and
until that period is up on March
28, no one wants to rock the
boat. .

“We don’t want to scream
foul before we’re sure a foul
has been committed,” explained
Col. John Scott Albright, a
board member of the National
League of Families of Prisoners
of War and Missing in Action
whose son is a missing pilot.

When the official list was re-
leased, the league did say that
its “‘worst fears” had been con-

firmed because so many men|

were unaccounted for. But
Colonel Albright said last week:
“None of us are willing to ad-
mit that the|lists we’ve seen
are final lists.”

Major Campaign Planned

Accordingly, the league and
other groups are already pre-
paring massive publicity cam-
paigns to focus attention on
the idssue after the 60-day
period is over.

Because they refuse to ac-
cept the published lists as final,
many M.LA. families continue
to suffer a particularly frus-
trating uncertainty. But their
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refusal is rooted in two basic
emotions that are not easily
erased. ’

One is a deep suspicion of
Communists. Almost every fam-
ily involved- knows that 389
Americans. were never ac-|
counted for after the KoreanJ
War, and many do not trust the!

| enemy to turn over all prison-
I

ers. . ‘

“I’s ‘not unlike putting the!
cat in charge of the canary,”,
said Thomas Nellist, director Ofi
Concern for Prisoners of War
Inc., a -nonprofit organization|
in “San-Diego devoted to the
prisoner issue. .

‘Mor significantly, many
ply cannot" believe that
‘men are dead. }

“There’s just something in
numan nature,” said Iris Pow-
ers, a leader of the league and
'the mother of a missing heli-
copter pilot. “As long as there
is a little thread there, you hold
‘out a little bit of hope.” Or as
Colonel Albright put it: “Each
of us who has an M.IL.A. is per-
sonally convinced he’s all right.
That’s what drives us. Some
believe in the face of insur-|
mountable odds, but what il
the alternative?” |

Some young wives, who have|
waited in a.limbo for many
years and now want to get on
“with their lives, have accepted
“the recent lists as final and|
consider their husbands dead.
But for many parents, in parti-I
cular, there is no alternative—
they cannot marry another son.[

Families who refuse to accept}

sim-
their

death were encouraged recently
when Pfc. Ronald Ridgeway,
who had been declared dead in
11968, appeared on the P.O.W.
Ilist. “1 always had a feeling my
Iboy would turn up,” his mother
|insisted. )
| Psychiatrists say that witho‘ut[
firm evidence of death, most|
families will not be able t i
complete the natural process of!
mourning they nuist eventually'
endure.




