KCBS Hews, 12:19 p.m. POWs 16 Feb 73
transcribed from tape

| Report by Jim Hamblin from lravis Air Force Base on short
"impromptu" press conference given by Havy Lt. Everett
Alvarez, presumably after iie had spoken to welcoming crowd.
see also Steven V. Roberts, iYTimes 8 Feb, and Cherles Howe,
SiChronicle 17 Feb T5. |

Question: What keépt you going? | Part of question
here unintelligible.? YTou're obviously in good shépe.
bhat kept you going®

Alvarez [voice]: What kept me going after being there

so long? |Pause.

d

Prayer. |Pause.] Faith [pause] -
in our country. |Seven-second pause, then spealding
rapidly"j And faith in mylfellow—prisoners,

LAfter two more questions the press conference was
ended, followed by comment by Hamlin:| Thot was
Lt. sverett Alvarez in a very short news conference that he

A

agreed to out on the flight line, after he had been inside
the lounge for a while.  Uhe Wavy arnnounced that no
guestions about Hanoi would be entertained by the
lieutenant-Commander, nor answered, and on several cuestions
skirting arounda the issue of his treatment, it. Alvarez had
no commentd ., Of courge that's in line with the military
edict that no discussion of the treatment of the vprisoners
will be possible |unintelligible| until after they!re all
home, the obvious feor being that if any stories of any
serious nature get out about what might have gone on, the
lorth Vietnamese might shut off the flow of those prisoners
of war coming houe.
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LEnd, | (Over

i . \
Tape recording was apparently made at nressgonference

following Alvarew' statement to crowd at zi Travie Air

Base. The statenent, made "in a fizm voice,"
included the phrase "faith in our President.”

(S¥Cnronicle 17 eb 73.)
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«sso and faith in my fellow prisoners.”

States-Item 17 ¥eb 73,
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