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SA'JGON Feb, 15—The Viet-
cong delegates in "Saigon tried
and %a;led today to break out

of the isolation that'has been!.

imposed on them by the South
Vietnamese government since
their @rrival almost three
weeks ago,

They'threw a partv i their
compound at Tansonnhut air
base and invited a dozen or

more American and European|

newspaper correspondents.

But no one.from the ‘press -at-|;
tended because the South Vis|

etnamese military police re-
fused to let correspondents in
to the compound.

The brief confronta’clon ap-
peared both trival and ludi-
crous, as the police confis-
cated the invitations and
shooed the reporters, away
But it dramatized somie' seri-
ous ISsueS that have arisen
since ‘cease-fire day The vir-
tual house arrest of the Com-

munist delegations, the harass-

ment of the press and the pub-:

lic relations clumsiness of the
Saigon government.

The North Vietnamese and
Provisional Revolutionary gov-
ernment (Vietcong) delega-
tions to the four-party Joint
Military Commission created
by the Paris agreement. are’
housed in an out-of- -the-way
compound at Tansonnhut
wnown as Camp Davis.

Their representatives there
and at regional headquarters
around the country have been
almost totally cut off from di-
rect contact with the press
and the South Vietnamese
public. They leave the air base
only under armed. .escort for

the few items.of official busi-
ness that must. be transacted
outside the gates, and access
to Camp Davis: is barred by
the police.

Only Télephone Contact

Both delegations have tele-
phone contact with the .out-
side, but there have been no
substantive face-to-face con-
versations. Communist offi-
»ials who are not members of
the military delegations have
been interviewed in Vietcong-
sontrolled zones and have
beéen elaborately polite and
alkative.

The Communists had been
expected to put Saigon’s re-‘
strictions to the test, and to—’
day they made their move.|
Through sympathetie Western'
channels, they distributed in-|
vitations to a “cocktail party”!

to mark the “12th anniversar yl.
of the unification of the Southn |

Vietnamese Armed Liberation |

Turns the\&uests Away from a Viet

‘Péople’s Forgesy which means!

' the. foundingqof the Viemgg,

T

agamilitary: command.

frhe: invitations were issued
in the name of “the Military.
‘Delegation of thesProvisional,
Revolutionary Ggvernment of,
the Republic of*South Viet-!
nam to the four-ﬁalty central
Joint Military :,Commission.”
They'said that the party was
to be held at Camp Davis.
There was even an RSVP
phone number,  reachable
through the swité¢hboard of
U.S. military headquarters.

This ploy left the Vietcong
in a position in which they
had everything to gain and
nothing to Ioseé, no matter
what the government did. If
the Saigon authorities permit-

" ted the. -press to énter Camp

Davis; the Vietcong would be
pohge and loguacious, and
their comments would be duly
reported by correspondents at-
tracted by the sheer novelty of
attending a Vletcong party in
Saigon.

Ifi. the government refused
to relax the rules and let the
pr e;;s attend, the . Vietcong
would once again have ~ap-
peared as the friendly and rea-

i sonable force frustrated ‘oy an’
1ntran51gent government * that,
interprets the Paris agreenvent|
its own way.

The Saigon authorities!
chose the latter course. This|
was consistent with the Thleu;

government’s policy of trying| |

to block all professional and

personal commeree with the

Vietcgng and-North Vietnam-

ese, whether in Saigon or in

Commumst-controlled zones in'i

the countryside,

In Saigon this has meant a
series of incidents at Tansonn-
hut in' which reporters have|
been detained and had their
credentials confiscated for try-
ing to talk to the Communists

Outside Saigon, the goyer-
ment has attempted with - 1im-
ited success to block reporters
form.- visiting Vietcong-con-
trolled zones. Vietnamese na-
tionals- working as interpret-
ers for Western news ‘agencies
have been threatened with im-
prisonment for visiting Com-

imunist areas. Correspondents
have been publicly warned
that they may be expelled if|
the government does not 11ke
their work.

A this afternoon’s regular
daily briefing, reporters who
had been invited to the Viet-
cong party ‘asked if they
would be permitted to g0 to'

‘Camp Davis.

’ i press?

cong farty

Military Securify Applies i

The .answetiwas no: “The
delegation is living inside a
'military. compound - and . all
rules and regulations of - mili-
tary secumty will apply,” sald
. Pham Duong Hien, the offlc,ial’
government spokesman, -

parties of the Joint Military
Commission reac}r unanimous
agreément on* ho,yv to handle
theirrelations with the press,
“there is nothmg we cang to
help’you.” -

Then followed another of
the guestion and answer ses-
sions on this issue that have
become part of the daily fare
at the press briefings.

What about the provision of
the peace agreement saying
that “the J¢int Military Com-
missions and their personnel,
while carrying out their tasks,
‘shall enjoy privileges and im-
munities efuivalent to those
accorded  diplomatic missions
and d]plornatlc Jagents?” What
about the provisions requiring
‘freedom of movement and
[commerce between the two
igones? If nothmg can be done
without a unznimous decision
"offthe four-party commission,
‘why can you give daily brief-

fmgs on cease-fire violations|.

| when they cannot talk “to the

The answers all b(}lled dovm
: to the government’s refusal t
grant access to the Commﬂunist
delegations unless there is a
unanimous ‘decision of . the
Joint Military Qemmission—of
"which Saigon is & member—
permitting it. .

Press Thought Hy p(-rcntlcal

A ‘highranking government
official, in a private convérsa-
tion,made clear that the real
reason for the government's
policy is a deep and durable
mistrust of the Western press,
which the government feels is
favorable to the Communists
and hypercritical .of the Thieu
admihistration.

“We have never recognized
the PRG as a government;” he
said, “so they have ‘diplomatic
immunity’ only in the_per-
formance of their duties. That
does not mean they can come
out and go to . the market
Each side wants to mterpret
the agreement in its'own way,
and you must grant us the
iright to do so, teo:”

He: said that untﬂ all; four,

The official’s view about the !
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leagues were invited to the
party by Lt. Gen. Tran_Van
Trap Héad of the *W"{cong dek
egation, but they replied that
they “would be unable to at-
tend.” No reason was given,

but one source said “What the
hell did you expect? Look at
the ocedsion ; far the, p
mean, I ‘ﬁ*face
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ple like Ambassador Ellsworth
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thﬁt theV‘mﬂat@Qgple who -at. hei‘ in: the day‘nxfbﬁht f!}gey ex:
dé4from’ the Nm"tfr peCtt ‘f,w mmé‘% have diffi
um\ in going to Camp Daw
But urged them to try it anv
way. Tonight, the spokesman
replied
asked if his delegation would ~J

Supervision. The Indon

olice.

asked today to assist the press
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fused on the usual ground that
it is now a Vietnamese base,
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