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Thai HQ

Washington
Headquarters for all
United States air opera-
tions in Southeast Asia
will be shifted to a remote.
base in Thailand after the
withdrawal of American
“troops- from South Viet-
nam, the Pentagon an-
nounced yesteldav

Defense Department
spokesman Jerry W. Fried-
heim gaid Nakorn Phanoom,

a Thai base near the Laotlan
b01 der, will serve as the
. new headquarters for Gener-
al John Vogt, who will com-
mand the new U.S. Support
Activities Group (USSAG).

Vogt, now head of the Sev-
enth Air Force and respon-
-sible for all U.S. air oper-
tions in Indochina, will move
onto the Thai base once the
U.S. command in Saigon is
dlsbanded and all troops are
w1thdrawn hy- Mareh 27 un-
der terms of the Par1s peace
agreemen’r

LHT

r'EB 191973

forUS

Nakorn Phanom w111 also
serve as headquarters for
the Joint Casualty Resolu-
tion Center (JCREC) .}vhlch
will be responsjble for
searching for the mi Sing in
action. %

Friedheim said U$§AG
will “control such suppou-
ing air activities as'may be
required” in Southeast Asia
and also “provide operation
control and maximum: sup-
port for the mission for the
JCRC.” :

Despite the
cease-fire, 'the U.S. is con-
ducting air attacks ggamst
Communist forces in, Laos
and Cambodia. Friedheim
said these attacks would be
controlled from th ewnew
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headquarters unless an In- |

dochina-wide cease-fire Croes
into effect.

Officials said about 1000
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arplanes

A
men will be assigned to the
new headquarters.
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