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VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb. 12— i
iRepresentatives-of the Laotlan.pwal

iGovernment in Vientiane and
ithe Communist-led Pathet Lao
iwere still haggling over details
of an imminent Laotian cease-
fire settlement today. It ap-
peared certain that the cease-
ifire would go into effect before
‘the end of the week, but a High
‘Government source said it
could take years' to reach a
political settlement.

The main outlines of the
cease-fire agreement, various|
well-informeéd sources said, in-
clude the following elements:

QThe cease-fire in Laos will
be exactly like that in South
Vietnam. Both sides will remain
in place, creating a “leopard
;spot” pattern of control zones.

A mixed political council
iwill be brought into being, in-

posiion of a future coalition
government, or.even to discuss
who its Premier would be.

GPeace-keeping surveillance
will again be entrusted to the
existing three-nation . Interna-
‘tional Control Commission, con-
'sisting of India, Canada and
{Poland. The whole peace agree-|
jment will be modeled as close-
.1y as possible on the one that
'was reached at Geneva on Laos
/in 1962, but which broke down
iwithin a few years.

U.S. Signature Demanded -

Among the “four or five mi-
nor prnhlem*” reportedly re-
ma'mrg to be resolved before

cease fire is the Pathet Ldo’s
insistence that a Laotian cease-
fire accord be signed not only
by the Vientiane Government
thut also by Thailand and the
iUnitéd States.

Both Thailand and the United
States have played major roles
in support of Vientiane’s forces
during the long war. Vientiane
argues, however, that if these
{wo countries were to be
brought into the settlement it
would be necessary to have the
signatures of China and North
Vietnam as well.

Another problem involves the
official name of the Vientiane

tiane itself, and therefore
should be called “the rightist
Vientiane party.”

These points are being dis-
cussed in private meetings
between the chief Pathet Lac

representative here, Phoumi
Vongvichit, and the Vientiane
Interior Minister, Pheng
Phongsavan.

The apparert decision by the
Pathet Lao side ro give up its
insistence that a cease-fire go
Zmto etfect only, after a com-
iprehensive nohtwal settlement
"is reached would seem to be al
imajor concession on the part of
|the Communists.
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On the other hand, the Pathet .
Lao forces and their North Viet- .

namese ailies have seized im- -
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tighting during the last several
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an area significantly smaller
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