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SAIGON, Feb. 8-—The

United States is shaping a
new presence in-South Viet-
nam that assures .a continu-
ing deep involvement in this
country’s affairs. .

In a matter~ -of days, the
ast of the’ troops that once
numbered oyer half a mil-
lion will be gone, but thou-
sands of

¥

maining n official
roles or and sup-
port the government

and its armed forces in tech-
nical matters.

While the size of even this '

hon-military presence is
down ' substantially; from
what it was at its peak, the
U.S. Mission to South Viet-
nam will still be the largest
in the world,

Moreover,. some of the

changes under way are aij. . Ppictatr will ranges

good ‘deal less sweeping
than might have been ex-
pected. A major feature of
the revamped American
structure, for example, is a
new “directorate” within the
U S. embassy. It closely re-

Washineton Fogt

sembles in personnel ‘and .

purpose the pacxflcatxon pro-
grams known in thé jargon
of a few years ago as
WHAM—winning hearts and
mind.

See MISSION, A10, Col. 1

;. MISSION, From Al

"~ Despite a shift in empha-
sis to postwar reconstruc-
tion, the United States is re-
taining a sizabl
ment to keepin
standard of Saﬂgon s armies.

The once massive U.S.
m111tary establishment here
is being reduced to- an atta-
che’s office of fewer than
100 servicemen, but for the
foreseeable future there will
be between 5,000 and 6,000
civilians on contracts paid
for by the Defense Depart-
ment, accordlngr,to the latest
estimate.

These contract. employees,
most of whom' have been
_here_for some time, will be
per:formmg what 1nf01med
sources described as
“Ioglstlcal supply and train-
ing functions” for the South
Vietnamese, intended prima-
rily to assist. in the mainte-

. hance of sophisticated U.S.-

supplieg:airerarr am equlp-
ment.

U.S. offxclals say that the
fundmg of civilian techni-
‘cians te work with South Vi-

etnam’s armed forces does :

not violate the provmmﬁs in
the cease-fire
prohibiting “military fadvis
ers . including technica{
military personnel.” The
technicians will not he stip-

porting combat activities in -

agreement.

any way, the offlcxals con- -

tend.
The contractors w111 ‘be
under the direction of; the

least 1n”ally, is schedulegptq
take ‘over the
“Pentagon East” headquar—

ters of the dismantled U.S..
command. The ranking offi-

cer, whose appointment was
announced by the State De-

partment, is Maj. Gen. John
'E. Murray.

Murray is a loglstlcs ex-

far beyond military "supply .
problems in their work, Mil-
itary sources said that about

half the attaches will be

iwatching—mainly from Sai--
‘gon—the activities of:Com-

munist forces throughout
the country and serving as
‘Haison with the Interna-

tional Commission for Con-

trol and Supervision
The' cease-fire and-the de-

‘| parture of U.S. forces has

‘also meant a rebrganization
of the U.S. embassy, sub-
stantially increasing its re-
sponsibilities. :

"Through a network of
four consulates—three of
them newly: established—
and the “Resettlement and
Reconstruction Directorate,”

the embassy will have hun- .

dreds of people in the field
monitoring political develop-
ments  and supervising
American-financed efforts to
get South V1etnam baLk on
its feet.

The consulates, located in

Danang, Nhatrang, Bienhoa
and Cantho, are to be
headed by high-ranking U.S.
Foreign Service officers and
the “political reporting will
be done by 40 Vietnamese-
speaking FSOs just transfer-
red back to.South Vietnam
from posts
World.

The FSOs, some of whom
were less than happy about
being ordered- on short no-
tice to leave comfortable
positions and their familieg

Y

around the

- (Buck) Kotzebue,

‘become a ranking  ai

and Laos.

for the hardships and uncer-
i they.. f, ‘

ry-foritours lsu,n,gup
to six months. Whetha&r they
are extended or replaced de-
pends, off1c1als said, on how

vation at' .the emassy, at
least in numemcal terms is

staf%,“ embers drawn prima-
r11y ‘trom the formr pac1f1-

:::::

South Vietnam for years.

Virtually all of the senior
civilians in CORDS (Civil
Oberations and Rural Devel-
opment Support), the acro-
nyny for the pacifica
fort under the U.S. Military
Assistance Comma d -are
belng kept on.

GeorgeD Jacobsan, a re-
tired .colonel .who ha
the operational
CORDS for almost two

. years, ‘has been named a,

pemal ‘assistant to Ambas-

cans involved the en
war will not even
change of scenery. 2

stance a former -ar

the delta.

Many ‘of. ;
teams will' be ] mg in the
same compouanﬁs used by

tion will begigupple nented
by a beef-up cont.lat for

operation in South Vie

tion ef- -

——
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The . deg 40 setup a
‘unit "within fhe embassy so

closly.patterned on the ap-

- paratus-of the war years has

-

been prlvaotelv criticized by
Some in particular, identify

‘themselves with polices of i
‘the past and are likely to

miss'the significant ‘of politi-
cal accomodations and ad-
justments tHat’ doubtless
lie ahead for the V1etnamese

The other view:
perienced peop
their background,
utilized in the d1fflcult tran-
smon ‘pemod ‘between war

Cand peaceﬁ%’l‘he’ task (of the

Resettleme,
. “tion Directo

id. Reconstruc-
ccorcijing to

Jacobson, .- .

GVN- (Government} of  Viet-

off1c1als at the lower
levels in ﬂle non-military pro-
grams of the 197275 ‘com-
munity defense and local de-
velopment plan.’ ”

This basically means con-
tmumd:the existing pI‘OJeCtS
in agucultUre public health,
land reform and community

* development as well as refu-

P

gee relief. The level of finan-
cial assistance is still to: be
determined by Congress.
Planning, however, is based

_ on_the expectation of a major

and costly reconstruction’ ef-
fort.

One important change in
the present. set-up, in keeping
with the requirements of the
Paris cease-fire agreement,
is that all civilian public safe-
ty advisers who worked with
the ‘South Vietnamese police
have been withdrawn. (It has
been ' quietly decided, how-
ever, to leave a handful of
the ‘police experts in Saigon,
U.S. sources said.)

In. the  revised mission
structure;; © the  province
teams will report to the con-
suls general in the four re-
gions who will then report
to  Deputy = Ambassador
Charles Whitehouse and so
partment’;. chain of com-
mand. Buf the teams. will
also belworking closely with
the Agemy for Interna-
tional: D.gvelopment hcad-
quartersin Saigon.

Thc number of I.IS, AID

a tlnrd of what
he AID mlssmn

times 1arger than other big

a

+

“to ‘assist

A



.~ Dpatched ,offlcers from

tion. of
’ “and the direc-
he embassy .~has
Wo new offices
within' ‘the political section.
. One will coordinate the flow
of reports coming\in from
the f1e1d and the other will
serve ' as liaison - thh the
ICCS :
To serve the ICCS ‘the
State, Department has dis-
its
embassies in the' four mem-
ber countries: Canada, Hun-
gary, Poland Indonesia.

can keep tabs on the mood
© of the 285-man Polish con-
tingent. The Hungarian spe-

cialist; it is said, is arraiigs
ing for delivery of Budapest 2

newspapers.

The arrival of the FSOS 2

— they number about 50 in

all—has enlivened the Sai-

gon embassy, at least tempo-
rarily, giving it something

of the flavor of a class reun-. dangers portrayed, althouffh

ior,%as old friends meet be-.

‘hinterlands.

American agencies—the

Umted States Information:
Serviece and the Central In-

3felhﬂ'ence Agency—they will
go on about as before. USIS
was converted last year from
th(‘e . mammoth press
proppacanda enterprise it
was at the height of the war
to.a more conventional post.

- The CIA has also withdrawn
some of -its field staff and
analysts in~ the past two
yvears and has apparently

S’cgblhzed officials said,

The mission leadership is

1y to change soon. Ells-

W h Bunker who

is expected’
very soon, T S‘tate de%éﬁrt-

A for the other principal”

and

£

0 leave y

“ment- funded:

completed a tou}" as U.S. en-

can presence in South Viet-
nam in the coming months
are the.  Defense Depart-
vcontractpns
The specter has been raised -

~by war critics of a semi-
. ecovert army of mercenanes‘
picking up whéret the regu-

lar army left off.
The reality, at this stage,
seems to fall short’r“of the

. it is undeniable that South -
fom ‘being sent onwards to /i

Vietnam’s military readiness
will depend to a large ex-
tent on the abilityfof U.S.
technicians to ke%p the
equipment running..

In the first place,LU S. of-
ficials directly caficerned
with the contracts, insist
that the number of 5,000 to
6,000 civilians will be“gradu-
ally reduced as the Vietnam-

-~ ese become more proficient
in servicing themselves.

Sensitive Subject

In ' an interview last
month, Wilfred J. .Curley,
the civilian Defense-Depart-
ment official here ir*charge
of defense awaxded con-
tracts, said = the’
would go down steadily. He
said that reports of.an in-
fiux of several thousand ad-

Visers and techmmans as

much as doubling the pres-

..ent,number, were incorrect,

number |

“There are absolutely no m'_.

ley a second ‘time have

it

ot

i &on however, is that
“tractors themselves areys

been
nsucce ul ‘hecause: ‘Penta-
on'officials are appareéntly '

versial aspect of the Ameri ‘worried about the- sensitive

ature of the subject.
One measure of the situa-
cop-
wnot

‘. talking of any-great wingfall
afterj the final departure of

U.S. forees...Some te
cians,say their salarie
been cut and contract
denly tenminated.

But it.is an indisputable
or the f&res%able
lere will/be Ameri-
ound |every
amese
work-

chni-

sud=

mﬂr ons the helicopters, air-

Spell,
Americans W111 go#f«on watch—
ing and proddmg the Viet- :
namese.:

Vietnamese life .



