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SAIGON {(AP) = Capt. Mi-
chael J. Heck saidtoday he
doesn’t anticipate his, life" will
be affected -adversely by the
equivalent of an undesirable
dlscharge that the Air Force
is giving him' for refusm" to
bomb- North Vietnam. -

A telephone call at 4:30

a.m. awakened the 30-year-old
B52 pilet: at U Taphao Air

Ba'se in southern* Thailand to
bring him the news that the
Air Force ha ddecided to dis-
charged him rather than bring
court-martial charges.

The call. was from “Marvin
Karpatkin, ‘a-lawyer for the

American Civil' Liberties Un-
ion in New York. Heck ‘said
the commander of the 307th
Strategic Wing ‘at .U Taphao,
Col. Donald Davis,; confirmed

that he had been given a dis- -

charge under “other than hon-
orable conditions!”"

“T'M PLEASED 2 the C‘hula
Vista, Calif., fler said in an
interview. “We're planning an
appeal on the type of dis-
charge to have it upgraded.
Cther than henorable is com-
parable to an enlisted man’s
undesirable discharge. Practi-
cally speaking, I'll lose cer-
tain. Veterans Administration
benéfits.

“From a point of principle,
1 feel my record justifies a
better type discharge. There
will be other grounds we’ll be
lusing in my appeal such as
my conscientious objector sta-
tus. I don’t feel ashamed. In
fact, I feel kind of proud of
my stand. If the discharge
doesn’t: get ‘changed, I don't
anticipate -1t w1ll affect my
life adversely.”

- Heck, after 175 B52 missions
and 100 other combat mis-
sions, balked at flying last
Dec. 26 during the height of
the massive attacks against

the Hanoi and Haiphong re-

gions of North Vietnam. He
said later that he refused be-
cause “‘the goals do not justi-
fy‘the mass destruction and
Killing.”

L 41 RECEIVED support
tfrom ~ people 'all over the
world,”” Heck said today. “My

arent"s andeI received in ex-
flcess of 1,000 letters from all

ver the world. Only six were
against me. Very little mail

Than

iwas from the antiwar groups
which you’dexpect. Only two
letters came from those
groups. There were an awful
lot of letters supporting me
from active and retired mili-
tary people and dozens of let-
ters from clergymen.”

He read aloud ore letter to
his~parents from: Donny Os-
mond, leader of the Osmond
Lwrothels singing group, who

rote:

“We have heard of your
son’s brave stand against

"th¢ bombing of Viet-

nam. We heartlly approve of
his: ‘strike.” A petition in favor
of your son’s action has been
going around West Los Ange-
les, Brentwood, Rancho Park,
Beverly Hills, Hecllywood, ete.
Many television people, sing-
ers, actors, etc., are behind
you. We all wish your son the

best of Iuck We re all memnd
him: @ g
Heck said many of the let-

| ters supporting his stand were

from families of prisoners of
war.

“It is most touching to see
people who suffered directly
write,”” he said. “Many of the
people admitted they changed
their minds about the war.”

The cease-fire in Vietnam
“is a step in the right direc-
tion,” Heck said, but “I'd like
to see the whole thing over
with: - It Dbothers me that
bombers are still going out of
U Taphao. Theyre still mov-
ing at a very regular pace. A
lot of bormbers  are takmg
off.”

WHILE THE United States
has halted bombing of North

and South Vietnam, B52 ralds‘

are continuing in Laos.
Heck said he is leaving Sun-

day for Barksdale Air Force .

Base, the headquarters of the

596th: Bomb Squadron near -

Shreveport, La., where he will
be discharged. He expects this
will take about a week.

Then he’ll visit friends and
family in Chula Vista. In
June; he plans to begin gradu-
ate work in theater at the
University of South Carolina,
in Columbia.

“T’ll be on a teaching assist-
antship, teaching fundamental
public speaking,” he said.

Since he was taken off com-
g})at status, he has been per-
forming ‘“‘administrative du-
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tties,” writing citations for
awards to others. Heck him-
self - 'has the Distinguished

Flying Cross, the Air

Medal

with 10 Oak Leaf Clusters and
two Presidential Unit Cita-

tions.
"~ He said he believes

Force gave him the [kind of
ischarge it did “because they
were afraid they would set a

precedent if they gave
honorable discharge
might encourage other

me an
and it
people

to take the position I took.

“I can see their po
in a way, with the h
supposedly over, it seg
a moot point.”

InWashington,
Force said 1t accepted

nt. But
stilities
ms like

the Air
Heck’s

. offer 4 resign-““for the good
of the service:?” W
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