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Moorer's secret tes
tells of buildup by

WASHINGTON — In secret testimony,
Adm. Thomas Moorer, the joint chiefs chair-
man, has told how the North Vietnamese
assassinated village leaders in the South,
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deployed their forces and prepared for “mil-
itary action” to exploit the cease-fire.

His testimony dealt with preparations in
October when the North Vietnamese first
anticipated a cease-fire. But he indicated
tersely that similar preparations had been
started before the final signing last month,

Testifying behind closed doors on the
eve of the signing, he told the House Appro-

priations Committee: “We have indications .

that in some areas, they (Communist forces)
have received instructions to go out with
their maximum capability at the time a
cease-fire is signed.”

How Communists reacted

He described how the Communists had
reacted in October. “Just prior to the Octo-
ber 31st proposed cease-fire,” he said, “the
enemy took actions to redispose their forces
in such g way that they could exploit the
cease-fire by such things as assassinating
the leaders in the villages throughout the
area so they could seize control of the local
governments,

“At the same time, they proposed to
retain the areas they had captured so far
and hold their main force units in such a
way that they could refit them and prepare

_them for further military action when the
cease-fire was achieved. . .

“They renewed their logistic offensive.

They took action to reconstitute in South

~ Vietnam the forces which had been pretty -

well depleted during the previous action.
They made no effort at all to withdraw any
forces from South Vietnam.”
~ Soviet, Chinese supplies

The nation’s No. 1 military men added
bluntly: “The heavy resupply of war materi-
als was apparently from Soviet Russia as
well as from China. They began to expand
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areas, step up their infiltration

activities, and. . .they began to deploy about
120 tanks and a large amount of artillery

. and antiairer

aft.”
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