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PHNOM, PENH, Cambodia,
Feb. 5~ An aiithoritative Cam-
bodi4n -source -said today that
the United States had assured
this couptry that it would re-
sume qubi%g in Cambodia if
the North 'Vietnamese troops
resumed- offensive operations
against ‘Government troops.
The assura&ce was deiiveégg,
1according to the source, by Gen.
: :Iexanderf?&ﬁmg Jr. whenihe
Hcalled-on thé Cambodian m-
Lon Nol,. last month to
: m him ‘bfl':‘.he contents of
|the Pgris cease-fire accord and
|the tenbr of The negotiations
-|bettreen Henr¥ A. Kissinger

Jjand Le Duc Tho conc

The same assurance was cotf
veyed in Paris by -William H.
Su{livan, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State, to the Cambo-
dian Foreign Minister, Long
Boret.

At the same time the Ameri>
can officials reportedly assured
the Cambodians that they were
confident that they had reached
an unwritten understanding
'with Hanof that the North Viet-
namese troops would be with-
drawn from Cambodia. .

Brig. Gen. Lon Non, the Cam-
bodian President’s- younger
brother, who is attached to the
Interior Ministry, saild that
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Asked whether this did
constitute a violation of the
Paris accord, General Loti"Non
shrugged and said that that
was the business of the Viet-
namese. :

On Jan. 28, the date in South-
east Asia that the South Viet-
namese ceasesfire went into
effect, Marshal Lon Nol de-
clared a unilateral halt in Cam-
bodian offensiye” operations—
which were small-scale — and
American planes halted bomb-
ing in this country. General Lan
Non #@id that aerial surveil-

-bs. American planes over
{noodia also stopped. :
Comiunist attacks since then
have -also decreased, according
meml Loga’r%%x:{_ Some

ians ex-
press a f:;gnexl-belief that such
North Vietnamese troop move-
ments as there are, particularly
along the main highway linking
Phaom Penh to the sea, may be
comnected with the withdrawal
of at least some of those troops
from Cambgdla.

Optimism Is Common
Optimism that peace may be
at hand is widespread in a
rcountry whére, u Vietnam,
therg are no real hatreds among
the population and the war that

early but inconclusive signs
pointed to the movement of

engulfed it in 1970 is only an
extension of the struggle be-

ween the opposing Vietnamese
sides and the United States.

Now that the real be]ligerents
¥® stopped fighting,\ Cambo-
ans say, there is nd reason
why this country should remain
a theater of war.

But the optimism is tempered
in official circles with consid-
erable skepticism. High offi-
cials, while conceding that Mr.
Kissinger, President Nixon's
chief negotiator in the peace
talks, probably obtained the
maximal concession from Hanol
witen he got the clause requir-
ing total withdrawal of foreign
troops from Cambodia, point
out that Hanoi has never con-
ceded the presence of its troops
in Cambodia. :

Becalise of a Vietnamese mi-
nority of perhaps one million
people who lived in Cambodia
before war broke out, many of
whom have fled to South Viet-
nam, it is feared that a good
number of Vietnamese Com-
munist troops could remain
here pretending to be lifclong
residents of Cambodia. '

Expressing what he called
“reserved optimism™ that an
unofficial cease-fire may be ob-
tained, Foreign Minister . Long
Boret sajd that the reactivation
of the International Control
Commission was essential for
bringing about peace. Prince
Narodom Sihanouk, the deposed
chief of state, expelled the

vestiges . of the ineffectual
peacekeeping group n 1969.




