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CLARK AIR FORCE
BASE, The Philippines, Feb.
4—Between combat missions -
over: Indochina. last  fall,
Maj.JJ. H. (Buck) But¢hanan
was asked by his command-
ing officer if he knew a fel-
low U.S. Marine aviator we
Qhall call Jimnv Hull—uior

oner oi War in \oxth Vlet—
nam.

Buchanan and Hull had
been . irlends since ' their

. days ‘as . junior officers.
They’d gone through am-
phibious warfare shcool to-
gether, and Hull had known
Buchanan’s wife in dating
days. He'd thought about his
friend a great deal, Bu-
chanan told his boss, and
wondered  whether and
when 'he would ever return
from captivity.

Within a few hours—un-
known to Buchanan—this
seemingly casual conversa-
tion was being reported to
Third Marine Division head-
quarters on Okinawa, and
within a few days the rug-
ged, 36-year-old pilot was be-
ing signed up for a highly.
confidential mission involv-
ing his old friend.

Before the end of Septem-
ber, Buchanan had flown to
Japanto examine the dossi-

ers on what the Marine .

Corps knew of his fellow
av1at01 s life in North Viet-
nam‘and’ of: th;e life of his
family ‘back” heme" in the
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Umted States Buehanan
was instructed to pack away
& suitcase with clean uni-
forms suitable for any sea-
son and any climate, and: he
was given a special set of or-
ders premitting him to
travel anywhere in the
world on a moment’s notice

to assist in the repatriation

of Jimmy Hull.

Every month or two,a Ma-
rine Corps courier traveled
to Buchanan’s duty station
at Nam Phong, Thailand, to
acquaint him with any new
developments in the pris-

oner life or family' status of

his friend.

Yo Greet P. Ws

‘Marine Capt. Jimmy Hull—

hnd §

shortly: before” the Vietnam
cease-fire agreement  \was
signed in Paris—Buchanar
was summoned to this Ai

At 6 am. on Jan.: %5—

Force base north on Manila -
for last-minute conferenceg

and briefings by doctors
physhologists, chaplains,
and former prisoners, and tg
await the release of hxs dest
ignated charge.

If all goes as expectéd

whose real name cannot be
used at the present time be
cause of military restrie-
tions—will be among 'the
figst of the U.S. prisoners
released by North Vietnam
in the next few days, and
thus among the first fo land|
Here in the big medical
evacuation planes which will
fly to Hanoi and back én the
repatriation mission.

.On arrival here, Hull ‘wil]
be taken immediately-to the
base hospital for the begin-
ning of medical evaliiAtions
and treatment. Wltlnn an
hour or two—as >
doctor gives the v
will look up from his hospi-
tal bed and 1 see “Buek”‘ Bu

chanan a fanuhax Eaee fron

out of the past, ready to actls
as his friend, adviser, valet¢
and.: handyman in the first !
phase .of the often- difficult)!

adjustment process between
captivity and normal life,

The story of Jimmy Hull
and  “Buck” Buchanan,
which could be duphcated

for many of the 562 U.S. mil- i
itary men scheduled to be|

released by North Vietmam
and the Vietcong, tells
something of the extensive-

- ness of the preparations fort 4]
the long-awaited release of
from \

American prisoners
the Indochina war.,

According to plans whuh’

have been nearly four year 5

in the making, -each red,
turned prisoner will have

such an assigned escort-

handyman—an old friend, if-,
possible—to smooth his ;

transition here' and accom.
pany'him.on the long flight
back to California and be
yond that, if necessary, to
his hospltahzatlon in the
continentdl United States:

When the'  United States
got its prisoners-back at the '
.. end of World War I, camp

gates were opened bx tho

=

PUYe

victors and most fofmer:in-
mates were ‘simply ‘hospital.
ized or sent back home. In
the Korean War, the first
time the United States faced
the problems of Communist
internment and indoétrina-;
tion, the 4400 men returned
in major prisoner exchanges
were met by counter-intelli-
gence teams and batteries of
psychiatrists. Large num-"
bers of these former prison-

- ers encountered difficulty in

adjusting later to normal"
life. )

This' time, 01rcurnstances
as well as official thinking
are, quite different, The
number of returning p'rison-
ers is small’
previous ‘wars, "’but manv of

the prisoners have been in
captivity for a muéh longer
time. Moreover, thig time
the American  prisoners
have been pawns in the. po-
Iitical maneuverings - and
bropaganda on both sides
and the subject of -massive
public interest in the United
States.

Vietnam has often been
called “a war witholit he-
roes,” and to a large de“ree
that has been true in the
eyes of the public. Whatever
their views on other aspects
of the war, however, nearly
“every Amerman considers
the long-suffering prisoners
to be authentic heroes. They
are being received as such
by the U.S. military, and
treated with unusual eare
and consideration. .

A considerable number of
the  American prisoners
have made statements or
broadeasts while in captivity
which may go well beyond a
strict 1nterm etation of ‘the
military “Code of Conduct”
for such situations adopted
by the U.S. government in
1955. Given the widespread
anupathy to the Indochina
war in the United States,
however, such potential vio-
lations are being ignored by
government officialdom, “at
least for now. The over-
whelming emphasis, as sen-
ior ofﬁclals here and in the
Pentagon have related it, is
the medical treatment and
adjustment of the men: 'who
are coming back.

To head off any posmble
legal complications in the
returnee-escort relatxonslnp
escort officers have been in-
structed to change the sub-
jeet if his charge begins to
accuse .other. priboners of
nusconduct or to make con-
lessions' ‘'of “miseonduct on
his own part.

Some - ‘debnefmg” inter-
views by intelligence offi-
cers will beyeonducted here
at Cla1k accor dln to re-




SpOnsInle OrIlClalsy Diky Witn
the soler aimy; ofy:learning
.more  about: the :fate and
whereabouts of other Ameri-
cans considered captured or
missing in action whose
names were not included on
Hanoi’s recent lists. .-

So far as the U.S. military
can arrange it, the returning
prisoners will be carefully
‘shielded from press contacts
which might lead to detailed
statements of their views on
their captivity or other sub-
Jjeets. .

Official sources here indi-
cate that men in the first
groups to return probably
will be flatly ordered not to
say anything that could con-
ceivably affect the release
of the last man scheduled to
‘come out. “And don’t {orget,
these are still military
men,” said a senior officer
of the returning prisoners.
~ The 35 civilian prisoners
'scheduled to be released as
part of the Indochina settle-
ment are not under military
discipline and thus cannot
‘be ordered by the military
‘to hold their tongues. “They
can certainly be acquainted
with a thing or two, how-
ever,” commented a military
officer involved jn the prep-
arations here.

The clampdown on . sub-
stantive public statements is
just. one of the problems
confronting the planners of
“Operation Homecoming,”
as the Clark Field reception
program is officially hamed.
Others problems which are

expected in the initial.

phases include:,

® The health of the men
wtho ‘have been llvm" for
vears-under trying circum-
stances on minimal’ diets.
Each man will be subjected
to a battery of tests lasting
at least 72 hours here before
flying on to the Umted
States. ’

@ Bad news for some pris-
oners whose wives may have
divorced them- or whose
loved ones may have been
taken seriously ill or died.
The escort officers will
probably break any bad
news, in company with—a
chaplain or physician, prior
to the returnee’s free 15-
minute telephone call from
Clark Field to his folks at
home.

® The difficult adJustment
to the speeded pace and un-

familiar tensions of normal }

life. Experts say that men
who have spent years in rel-
‘ative isolation with nothing
to do but kill time cannot
‘tolerate confusion, clatter,
or conflict, and often are un-

able to make simple deci- !
sions. The escort officers

havé hden ifistructéd ° to.
speak slowly "and calmly”
and to avoid arguments in
the presence of their
charges. " °

Reﬂardless 'of the difficul-
ties and uncertainties _ahead

the specially selected serv-
icee's'¢'o'rt s—and - nearly
everyone else here, it seems
—are eagerly awaiting the
arrival of‘the first flight of
prisoners‘from Hanoi.

“I'm sure it’ is ‘goihg to be
a trymg ‘time - for’both ' of
us,” saVs MaJ Buchanan of
his l? coming  reunion
with “hi _old’ frlend “But T’

couldn’t care Iess what*bur-
dbns it brings. Practlcalls
‘any"Marine officer I know
would do the same for me? *




