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ARNS 7O CAMBODIA
AND LAOS DEBATED

{ —FE—3 B3
Pentagon Said to Feel Pacts
Bar Help With the State

Department Differing -

NYTimes—

By JOHN W, FINNEY ™
Spectal to The New York Times ™"

WASHINGTON, Feb. 2—A
disagreement has reporfedly
broken out within the Nixon|
Administration over whether
the recently concluded agree-
ment. for a cease-fire in Viet-
nam allows the United States
to continue military aid to Laos
and Cambodia.

Senate Democratic sources
report that they have been: in-
formed by State Department.of-
ficials:that the Defense Depart-
ment is being urged by /the
State  Department, and appar-
ently by the White House office
of Henry A. Kissinger, to con-
tinue military aid to Laos and
‘Cambedia and not to withdraw
any of the military aid person-
nel assigned to the two coun-
tries. The aid amounts to some
1$500-million a year. )
| Directors of the military aid
program in the Pentagon have
reportedly questioned whether
such - continuation of military
aid was permissible under ‘the
Vietnam peace agreement and
are said to be demanding that
any orders to continue the aid
programs be put in writing by
either the State Department or

'Continued on Page 4,Column 3

Continued From Page 1, Cal. 2|continue military aid «fg¥.aos

thelWhite House ™"
,The agreement is specific in,
restricting the military aid pro-
vided to the contending sides
in South Vietnam. It provides

taryaid to Laos and Cambodia,
the ‘agreement is less specific
and subject to varying interpre-
Egtions within the Administra-
ion.

Article 20 of the agreement,| ;) about a sixth of the total
{)01;1' Laos. Military aid for |Cam-
i : odia is dled in separat
spect” the 1954 Geneva Agree-|q pmitted to Congress. ‘

dealing with Cambodia and
Laos, provides in Section A that

ments on Cambodia and the
1962 Geneva Agreements :on
Laos—agreements that basical-

on to provide: “Foreign coun-

from- and refrain from reintro-
!ducing into these two countries
troops, military advisers and
military personnel, armaments,
munitions and war material.”

Pentagon Cites on Section

that from the start of the cease-|Mike . Mansfield . of Montana,
fire last Sunday, all military aid|said in an interview tha
must be limited to replacing,|would advocate “a cutyo:
on a one-for-one basis, equip-|military aid to Laos and|Cam-
ment and armaments that have/bodia as soon as a cease-fire is
become,worn out or destroyed.['éached and a truce
But when it comes to mili-|2ranged.

mitted to Congress earlier this
week, the Administration. asked

for $2.1-billion in milit aid
for South Vietnam and Lags: in
the fiscal year beginning july 1,

"landiCambodia: unless ‘sugh aid
is specifically prohibited'in’atiy|
truce dgreements worked ‘out
by the contending factions in
the two countries. - o] &

The Senate majority léﬁder,

In the defense budgef sub-

" Mansfield Favors Cut-
For the current fiscal  year,

ly established the independence|which ends June 30, the De-
and neutrality of the two na-|{fense Department hag .
tions. uled $49-million in milita:

Section B of Article 20 goes|for Laos plus $50-million -in

«

supporting assistance,”

tries shall put an end to alljdirect form of military aid used
military activities in Cambodia|to help a nation carry & heavy
and “Laos, totally withdraw|defense budget...

Department - has  proposed
$209.5-million in military,ai
the ‘current fiséal year,
$75-million in supportin
sistance. §

Because of a stalemate that

It-is Section B that Defense|developed in the last congress
Department officials cite in|O" foreign aid legislation, -how-

guestioning whether a continua-
tion of the military aid pro-
gramé is permissible under the
agreement.

To Defense Department offi-
cials,” the clear intent of this
section is to cut off military aid
to the two nations, although no
precise deadline is set for the
termination.

However, State Department

ever, foreign aid for Cambodia
and other countries is being
provided under a continuing
resolution, ‘with spending at
basically last year’s rates. That
cantinuing resolution expires at
the end of this month. |-

The United States. maintains

'a military mission of more|than
500 in Laos. :

“In. ' Cambodia, _where | the

United States resumed miilitary

officials, n arguing that con-| 5% 1070 2tter the ouster of

tinued. military aid is permissi-
ble, cite Section A of the article,
which . calls on all parties to
respect the 1954 and 1962
iGeneva accords. They note that
!both the 1954 Agreements on
‘Cambodia and the 1962. Agree-
‘ments on Laos permit each
country to request and receive
military aid needed for self-

Prince Norodom Sihanouk as
chief of state, there is:a 50-
man “military equipment de-
livery team,” that is ngt sup-
posed to give military advice to
the Cambodjans. :

v

USS. Air Strikes in Laos
HONOLULU, Feb. 2 (UPI)—

defense. The Office of the Commander’

Therefore, State Department|of United States forces in the
officials contend, the Vietnam|Pacific said today that Ameri-
cease-fire agreement permitsican aircraft continued bombing
military aid to be continued if|missions in Laos for the [fifth

requested by the governments|straight day.

in Laos and Cambodia. Describ-

A three-line announcement

ing Section B as redundant, they|said only that United States air-
said-they were governed by Sec-|craft, including B-52’, |con-
tion A. tinued operations over Laos at

The-present intention, State|the request of the Laotian Gov-

Department officials said, is to'ernment.

pranac——"
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