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Early Truce Pact irLaos Ap“‘p‘éars’;Li'Ee:ly‘
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' By MALCOLM W. BROWNE

Special to The New York Times

. VIENTIANE, Laos, Feb. 1—
‘Prince Souvanna Phouma the
‘Laotlan Premier, returned here
this evening from three days
of talks in India and Thailand,
saying both countries had

promised economic aid to
Laos after the war.

; It appeared likely today that
a cease-fire in Laos would be
concluded soon, although prob-
ably not within the 15 days
following the formal Vietnam
cease-fire, as had been pre-
dicted by Prince Souvanna
Phouma.

The first in a series of pri-
vate talks between the Vien-
tiane Government and the Com-
munist-led Pathet Lao was held
here yesterday, and informants
said the session paved the way
for rapid progress in'the ‘next
few days.

Phoumi Vongvichit, one of

..l

the highest-ranking Pathet Lao
leaders, will arrive in Vien-
tiane shortly and will presum-
ably have full authority to ne-
gotiate and conclude a cease-
fire as well as a political set-
tlement of the war.

Negotiating teams of the two
sides reportedly agreed yester-
day to name subcommissions to
deal separately with the mili-
tary and political issues. This
in itself was a major break-
through because, previously,
the Pathet Lao had insisted that
the military and political as-
pects of the talks could not be
separated.

Prince Souvanna Phouma said
he returned from his trip “sat-
isfied” after conversations with
the Prime Minister, Indira
Gandhi of India and Premier
Thanom Kittikachorn of Thai-
land.

He said he had discussed the.
future relations of Laos with

India and Thailand, partl
ly as they might affect
taining the peace in Laos.
and the Thai Governmen
teer” troops paid by the.
ed States in fighting Cor
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said. he had been promised
help® ‘by both Thailand and In-
dia in rebuilding the Laotian

economy.
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along both banks of the Me-
kong River, which separates
the two cuntries, presumably
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on Saturday, Prince Souvanna’
Phouma said he supposed that
Mr. Agnew would inform him
about the-latest developments

in Vietnam.

But discussions are likely to,
center, he said, on the role ofi

American economic aid to

after the war. The Vice Presi-
dent is scheduled to stay in

Laos for only a few hours.

Pathet Lao and Vientiane

negotiators plan to hold

second closed meeting tomor-
row or Saturday, still under the

leadership of relatively
ranking delegates on each
Fears were expressed in

Laos

their

low
side.
some

quarters today that continued
American bombing of Pathet
Lao and North Vietnamese
strongpoints in Laos could| sour
the .Communist nevotiating at-

titude here.
There were also fears

that

the rightists in the “Vientiane
Government and elsewhere in
the country were becoming

restive and might cause
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vanna Phouma’s government
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rightists, his neutralists led by
him, and the Pathet Lao. Actu-

ally, the Pathet Laasoon

drew and have ‘refused all|
requests to rejoin the Govern-|.
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