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Henry . A. Kissinger sa1d to-
night ithat during his mission
to Hanoi next week he Would
exploré, ways of moving rela-
tions between the United States
and North Vietnam “from” hos-
'tility toward normalxzatlon >
terwew, Mr. Kissinger said that
the United States favored ese
tablishment of diplomatic:relav
tions with Hanoi “in prmciple,"’
but that such action was still
“far down the road.”
He also.said that while fus
ture aid’‘to North Vietnam
would he discussed, this- was
not the primary purpose of hig
trip. fes. -
He said that his main go'a.ls
were to start a constructive
dxalogue, ‘and to work out the
machinery for future exchanges
of ideas. He, likened the situas
tion, at.6nE pomtmto -that, ex1st:-
ing with Cmna, with ‘whichrthe
United States likewise has™to
official relatlons Ty

Explain@ December Bombxng

Mr. Kiésinger also gave’ tiae
first detailed explanation , of
President’ Nixon’s controversial
decision in December to bomb
Hanoi and Haiphong when the
Paris 'talks broke down.

on foreign policy was inter-
vieweditin his White House -of-
fice by@arvin Kalb, the diplo=
matic.correspondent of the Co-
lumbia’ Broadcasting System.
Their .conversation ranged
from current Vietnam issues to
2 discussion of Mr. Kissinger’s

ideas o' tHe &P alance of
pOweL, anx%iﬁ L Lumbe
nail -sketches. of {the; Ch: inese

Premi¢r, Chou En-lal the Soviet
Commitinist party leader; Leonid
1. Brezhnev and Le Du¢® Thoy
the Hanoi negotlator—all Come
munists with whom, :hﬁf,has

dealt during his four years with
Preskient Nixon.

jMost Painful’ Decxsmn

Regardmg the bombing, Mr.
K15$1nger said it was “the most

the most lonely” dec151on that
Mr. Nixon had to make.:

IN VISIT T0- HANOI

The President’s .chief advi"ser :

painful, the most difficult, and-

' He said that Mr. Nixefa"éhose
‘to bomb because he felizifwas
‘necessary to preventitheime-
gotlatlons from determfatmg
into polemics. B-52 bombers
were chosen rather  than
smaller aircraft, Mr. Kissinger
added, because it was- the
“rainy season” and the huge air-
craft were all-weather planes.

" Mr. Nixon did not discuss his
decision with the American
people, Mr. Kissinger said, be-
cause to do so would have
ruined the confidentiality of the
Paris talks, . and Would have
made Hanoi’s resumption of the
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negotxatlons a question of pres-
tige. :

The President decided, Mr.
Kissinger said, that if the bomb-
ing produced positive results,
“it would speak for itself,” and
if it failed, he would give a
full report later to the nation.

“For whatever reason, once
the talks resumed, a settlement
was produced rapidly,” he said.
although he refused an invita-
tion to credit the settlement to
the bombing. He said it would
serve no useful purpose for him|
to speculate on Hanoi’s motives
in advance of his trip to Hanoi,
which begins on Feb. 10.

Mr. Kissinger and Mr. Kalb
videotaped the interviewsearly
this evening for showingsat 9
PM. Mr. Kissingerisseemed
tense for most of the:conersa-
tion, which came at theend of
‘a long day in which he partici-
‘pated with Mr. Nixon in meet-
.ings with Prime Minister Heath.
i Discussing the recent Viet-
‘nam agreement, he said, “The
biggest task now is to move
‘a generation that has known
-nothing but war towards an at-
titude of peace—and that is an
intangible quality.

He said that a political set-
tlement by the Vietnamese par-
ties still has to be achieved, but
that this was possible, if there

was a penod ‘of some months”
{in which the vietnamese “get
{used to more peaceful pursuit.”

‘Difficult Period Ahead’

Mr. Kissinger said that he
did not trust in goodwill alone.
“A lot depends,” he said, “on
the actions of the Soviet Union,
the Peoples Republic of China,
and on the sort of relatxonshlp
we’ll be able to establish with
North Vietnam.”

“So it is a difficult period
that is ahead,” he said. ‘

Mr. Kissinger said that al-
though there were no agree-
ments with Moscow or Peklng,
on holding down arms deliv-
eries to Vietnam, “it would
seem reasonable that every-
body will assess now this
military relatwnshlp to the
contestants.” He added that
“we would like the Chinese
and the Russians to behave re-
sponsibly in preserving the
peace in Indochina.”

Asked about the situation in
Laos and Cambodia, Mr. Kis-
singer said, “We will observe
any . cease- flre that is. estab—
lished in Laos and Cambodia.”

He noted that since Monday
an unofficial cease-fire had ex-
|isted in Cambodia and that the
|Umted States was observing it.
|He .said that “in Laos we have
hopes that a formal cease-fire

tion: of our i
moot:” ;
Mr. Kissinger seld that his trip
to Hanoi had been under dis-,
\cussion with North Vietnam for
a long time, but that it should
not be viewed in the context:
of the talks, “but in the context
of estabhshlng a post-war re-
lationship.”
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He was asked apout mr. 1nu,
with whom he negotiated the
agreement, He said that he was
“an impressive man,” driven
by “a certain missionary zeal.”

“He’s a man who's never
knwon tranquility. And where
imecessary, to fight in order to
end the war, he fights, in order
to achieve certain objectives
he’s held all his life,” Mr. Kis-
singer said.

Asked to compare Chou En-lai
with Mr. Brezhnev, Mr. Kis-
singer said that Mr. Chou was
“very intellectual and very,

subtle.” Mr.-Brezhnev, he said,
was ‘‘mpre elemental and more
'physical. But he said that both
lwere impressive individuals who
irose to the top through con-
\siderable competition.

He said that Mr. Chou was
of the earlier school of Com-
munists—more evangelical than
Mr. Brezhnev’s generation of
bureaucrats.

Mr. Kissinger was asked to
compare the balance of power
today with that concept as ex-
pressed in the ninteen century.
'He said that the main differ-
ence was that in the past, there
were numerous shifts of al-

liances and “little wars” to
prevent any minor changes in
the * balance, “because- they
believed - that any marginal
change could be transformed
into an overwhelming ad-
vantage sooner or later.”

But now, because of the nu-
clear threat, “you can’t have
these shifting alliances, - you
can’t have these endless little
wars.’

But he said that there was.
one thing similar today as in
the past—*“No nation can make
its survival dependent on the
goodwill of another state if it
has a choice about it, especially
of a state that announces a hos-
tile ideology, so you must have
a certain equilibrium of strength
in order to retain some freedom
over your fate.”

Hopes for Unity in U.S.

As he did during his recent
news conference, Mr. Kissinger
often expressed the hope that
the Vietnam agreement would
be “the basis of the reconcilia«
tion of the American people.”

He was asked questions about
American relations with Russia
and China, and he responded
that it was not in the United
States interest to seek to play
off one against the other.




