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SANTA CLARA, Calif., Jan.|

31—For Bernice Smith, the
waiting continues.-

Mrs. Smith is the wife of Col.
Harding E. Smith Sr.; who was
shot down over Laos on June 3,
1966. He is one of 311 men still
listed-as missing in that country
—six others are considered
‘prisoners——and nothing has yet
been learned about their fate.

Inher anger and disappoint-
ment, Mns. Smith called a news
conference this week to de-
nounce the list of 555 prisoners
and 55-known dead released by
North. and South Vnetnam last
weekend.. -

“The list is unacceptable and
incomplete,”. she declared in a
strained voice.. “How much
longer must these families. live
ithe anguish of uncertainty?”

‘Absclutely Preposterous’
The anguish also goes on for
" |another . group, - the families of
56 men who are carried on
American lists-as prisoners but
were not: mentioned in the
weekend accounting. Probably
the best-known case is that of
Lieut. Comdr. Ronald Dodge,
who was -shot down in 1967
and -was -apparently ' photo-
graphed while being held cap-

tive by North Vietnamese
troops. .
Hanoi says it has never

heard of Commander Dodge,
but his wife, Janis, wants to
know more. “That’s absolutely
preposterous,” she said by tele-
phone from her home in San
Diego.  “There’s ‘evidence that
Ron and the others were there,
whether they’re alive now or
not.”

Most wives feel there is no
reason for the Communists to
withhold names deliberately,
and Mrs. Dodge “won’t go
around fooling” herself that
her husband is likely to come
home. But she will not rest
easy until the returning pris-
oners are debriefed and Amer-
ican teams are allowed to check
camps and gravesites in Com-
munist-held territory.

“P'll just have to wait,” she
said, and sighed. “I've waited
this long.”

Laos List ‘Expected’

The families of men lost in
Laos do not know what to ex-
pect. In his briefing last week,
Henry A. Kissinger, the Presi-
dent’s national security advis-
er, said prisoners from Laos
would be released, and Penta-
gon spokesmen say a list is
“expected shortly.”

But Mrs. Smith, a former
high school librarian now in
her fifties, said in an interview
that she was “convinced now
that it was only an assumption,
and maybe  wishful' think-
ing, that a Laotian list would
be in with the other lists.”

Uncertainty .is not a new
feeling for these 317 families.
The “secret war” in. Laos has
always been . marked by
mystery and  confusion, and
Mrs. Smith is not even sure
what her husband was doing
that night six and a half years
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ago when his C-47 gunship
crashed in the dense jungle.

“It’s been hard,” she said,
sitting in the living room of her
small apartment here. “There’s
never been any word out of
Laos of any kind all these
years. No letters, no lists.”

The confusion continued
through last weekend, Mrs.
Smith spent Saturday night
with her only child, Harding E.
Smith Jr., a 25-year—old gradu-
ate student in astronomy at the
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