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SAIGON, South Vietnam,
Thursday, Feb. 1—The two
commissions that are-to moni-
tor the Vietnam cease-fire had
their first official contact yes-
terday, but there was still no
indication when either might
actually begin its work in the
countryside.

Michel Gauvin, the Canadian
representative to the Interna-
tional Commission of Control

- and Supervision, said that del-
egates from the international
commission were sent yester-
day afternoon to meet with the
Four-Party Joint Military Com-
mission. .

As provided for in the Paris
agreement, the international
commission is composed of
Canada, Indonesia, Poland and
Hungary, while the military
commission .is made up of the
United States, South Vietnam,!
North Vietnam and the Viet-
cong’s Provisional Revolution-
ary Government,

Asked if the meeting between
the two bodies was a sign some
progress was being made in
in setting up the peace-keeping
machinery, Mr. Gauvin said
simply, “I think this is a pos-
itive step.”

2 Bodies Behind Schedule

Each commission, according
to the Paris accord, was to be-
gin operating no later than
Monday morning and was to
have seven regional inspection
teams in place by Tuesday
morning. So far both groups
have been bogged down in pro-
cedural disputes and there has|
been no supervision of the
cease-fire whatsoever.

The deputy heads of the four
delegations to the military com-
mission met three more times
yesterday for over six hours,
but there was no immediate
word whether the Vietcong rep-
resentatives had agreed to pre-
sent their credentials or make
available a list of their delega-
tion.

The Vietcong delegates’ re-
fusal to fill out standard South
Vietnamese immigration forms,
present their credentials to the
South Vietnamese or provide a
list of their members has em-
broiled the military commission
in argumerits since Sunday.%cn

The Saigon military command
said yesterday that it had re-
ceived a request to pick up the
chief of the Vietcong delegation
today by helicopter or airplane
“somewhere on the South Viet-

namese-Cambodian border.”

Identity Not Disclosed

A command spokesman add-
ed, however, that the Vietcong
had not disclosed the identity
of their delegation leader, mor
had they so far given the ex-
act time or place he was to be
picked up. The spokesman said
the details would be worked
out by the Joint Military Com-
mission.

The head of the North Viet-
namese delegation, Maj. Gen.
“e Quang Hoa, arrived in Sai-
3on on Monday, though he ac-
wally only debarked at Tan
Son Nhut air base Tuesday af-
‘er spending 20 hours inside
he United States Air Force
slane that had brought him and
sther North Vietnamese and
Vietcong delegates from Hanoi.
He and those with him had re-
fused to fill out South Vietna-
mese landing forms.

North Vietnam’s Foreign Min-|
istry, in a statement broadcast
yesterday over the Hanoi radio,
charged that the United States
and South Vietnam had “bla-
tantly violated” the Paris agree-
ment by trying “every way to
cause troubles” for the two
Communist delegations to the
military commission.

Meetings Kept Secret

“The United States and the
Saigon Government must bear
all the consequences” resulting
from these problems, the Hanoi
broadcast warned.

The strict secrecy and tight|
security that have surrounded!
he meetings of the military
ommission continued yester-
tay. None of the four delega-
ions disclosed any information
bout the subjects discussed.
.merican wofficials said pri-
utely that they had been
ajoined in the strongest pos-
shle terms not to discuss the
sssions of the military com-
rission. .

This correspondent, along
vith two other newsmen, was|
ctained for three hours. by
Suth  Vietnamese  military
plice yesterday when they
cove past the barracks where

te Communist delegates are
saying.

The barracks are heavily
garded by Saigon troops, but
tere was no sign of North
Yetnamese or Vietcong guards.|.

The Communists’ living quar-:
trs, which are in a remote
orner of the giant Tan Son
Mut base, were formerly a
lnited States Army compound
alled Fort Davis, named aftef
ae of the first Americans to
¢e in Vietnam,

One of the many complex
westions in setting up the
ieace-keeping machinery is that
«f the proper relationship be-
ween the military commission
ind international commission.

The Paris accord does not
:learly spell out whicii of the
two commissions has primary!
responsibility for setting up the
seven regional control teams

/

or which body takes as‘cend~(r’niliftary' commission and that
ancy over the other. Most of|the military commission can re-

the referenc

missions are
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the protocol

deals with the military commis-

sion, it says

Commissions and the Interna-

es to the two com-|port to the international com-
general and vague. | mission,

Sources close to the interna-
to the accord that|tisnal ‘commission say that, in
the first three days of meetings,
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