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Steadfast Family Waits

By Rick Carroll

“Is our POW on the
list?”" . 6-year-old Chipper
Page asked his mother in
San Jose yesterday. ’

“No, honey,” his mother
said somehow managing to

clinging to one last hope that
he’s still alive despite the
lists that indicate otherwise.

“The Laos list isn’t out
yet,” said Mrs. Page, her
blue eyes glistening on the
verge of tears.

“I won’t go on hoping aft-
er that.”

“Maybe ... if ... may-
be,” she sid, and then blurt-
ed out, “Maybe I'm just kid-
ding myself.”

Gordon Page’s family: his wife Lou and Jeff, 17,
dulie, T4 and Chipper, 6. The dog is Toby.

mask her own deep disap-
pointment.

Their POW is Chipper’s
daddy, a daddy he’s never
seen except in well-thumbed
family photo albums.

But that tall, handsome
smiling man in Air Force
blue didn’t make anybody’s
list of prisoners coming
home.

He’s missing in action, a
limbo-like status he’s occu-
pied since March 7, 1966, be-
fore Chipper was born.

His father — Major Gor-
don Page — disappeared
with his photo reconnaiss-
ance plane over North Viet-
nam and nobody’s seen or
heard from him since.

“He just didnt come
back,” said Lou, his brave,
smiling wife and mother of
his three children who waits,

The whole family —
there’s also Jeff who is 17
and Julie who is 14 — got
their hopes up last Saturday.

“They told us we would
know for sure — one way or
the other,” Mrs. Page said.

Instead — disappointment.
Only confirmation of some-
thing they already knew,
that he’s missing in action.

A Gordon Paige made the
repatriation lists but he was
another man whose named

"~ was spelled differently.

“It may be just a feeling I
have, but ... deep down in-
side ... I feel he’s alive
somewhere,” said the stead-
fast Mrs. Page.

This unshakeable intuition
plays with her emotions like
a runaway roller coaster.

“I'm waiting for the next
phone call,” Mrs. Page said.




