By hui@n ﬁ«?m

8pecial to The Washington Post

Ho Chi Minh, in a poetic passage of
?m final testament, told the Vietnam-
“e§é4-no matter what, hardships you
have: to go through before the war
msmm “our mountains will always be,
‘rivers will -always bé, our vmoEm
1 always be. The Ameri¢an invaders
mammmﬁma -we will rebuild our land ten
SEmm more, beautiful.”

d0’s words- were characteristically
ﬁmmgwgmmo sentimental and tough.

P

B Zoib 45;258 is now mwmm with

sm;m Em oocnnu% Emm to HmoammENm :,
mmm on a new dmwpm it will haveto con-
gEm to bear severe responsibilities
mou the rest of Indochina.

“Of'the two Vietnams, the north has,
by almost any measure, the lesser oH
the problems. South Smng was al-
ready war weary in 1965 when U.S.
bombers began to pound the north in
earnest and North Vietnamese casual-
ties began to rise as troops were for the
first time sent south in large ncacwwm
wmaosa and more important, North
Vietnam has been spared the divisions
and peculiar agonies of civil war. Fi-

nally ‘it has escaped the psychological

strains and social upheaval brought
about. by a vast and culturally alien
foreign presence.

(All the same, reconstruction in the
noith is a Qmssﬁsm prospect. Along
the transportation routes to the south,
barely. a bridge remains standing,
s¢arcely a mile of road or railroad has
gscaped damage. According to the
Zoﬁ: Vietnamese government, five
ovincial cities have been razed. Four
of*these—Ninhbinh, Thanhhoa, Hotinh
and-. bosmroulm.nooa along the south-
Supply lines. Hongai, the fifth, was
y:3 uoﬁ and the center of North Viet-
.smam nomH industry.

- *Vinh, 185 miles south of Hanoi and a
major staging area for men and sup-
plies, has also been destroyed, while
reports from both the North Vietnam-
_ese and foreign visitors say that 75 per
‘cent of N ambinh, the country’s third
largeést city with some 120,000 inhabit-

. fate.

ants, has ‘been devastated. So have
large areas of Haiphong, including the
recently built and enlarged port, and
parts of suburban Hanoi.

The bombers had been to these cities
before—they were extensively at-
tacked between 1965 and 1968. Al-
though the North Vietnamese had
begun to rebuild energetically by 1970,
supported by a steady flow of moﬁmﬁ
and Chinese aid, it is uncertdin how
far civie Hmogm:&oaou had got before
the raids began again. There can be no

- doubt that a large number of in-

dustrial enterprises, naturally at the
top of Hanoi’s list of building priori-
ties, have: :been destroyed for the sec-
ond time.

Transport mnmco:m were among the
first plants to be rebuilt and equally
high on the U.S. Air Force’s list of tar-
\gets. The Haiphong cement works, fi-
‘nally -rebuilt- by Nevember 1971, was
destroyed a‘few months Iater.

The Thainguin iron and steel works,
North Vietnam’s only domestic source
of steel, was among the last enterprise
to be restored to full production. Aec-
cording to a U.S. Air Force spokesman,
it was put out of action last June. Tex-
tile mills in Namdinh and Viettri, the
coal mines, paper and fertilizer facto-
ries and engineering works up and
down the 85;% mcmmuma a similar

In spite of valiant and ingenious ef-

“forts to-disperse and protect machin-

ery and to continue production, Hanoi
has been unable to save the central-
ized heavy industry which was being
developed as the cornerstone of North
ﬁmngMm. Hosm&mwg economic strat-
egy. .
‘Instead,. mBmﬂ mom:w local industry
and Smn&o@m.ﬁm :mmameumm by the gov-
ernment before 1965, Have become the
chief means of Em:mgﬂ production
and are Ewmq to ntEummo for the
firt years -of peace while North Viet-
nam gets its big plants moEm“.mmmE.

%

Physical destruction is easy'to meas-
ure. With the generous aid Zowu% Viet-
nam may receive, ooﬁgsz_om:oﬁm,msa.
buildings will Um mmﬁ% simple to re-
pair. It will take longer o replace ‘the
forests ruined by mramwsmr,g discover
the ‘weak points in bomb-damaged
dikes or to deal with the thousands of
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The spoiled cities: Q&%.miokm billows after raid on Hanoi.

unexploded bombs that are strewn
throughout the' countryside of .28..%
Vietnam as well as the south.

Other economic effeéts of the. war
may prove harder to deal with: In-
dustrial reconstruction will be ham-
pered by a serious shortage of good
workers. In a primarily agricultura}
country like North Vietnam this i al-
ways a problem, and the North V
namese press has long complained ‘¢t
underused, mistreated EmnESmQ mum
inferior mooam

The war has reduced the S:E_umn of

x.mEmm.sz still further, wmeoEmE%
since the buildup for this year’s offen-

sive when the government drafted

skilled- ‘workers and technological stu-
dents whom it had earlier xmnﬁ at
home. ;

.Wartime .rmamw:um and m:olmmmm
have had-their own insidious effects on

the  economy. and on its ideological

base. Corruption, profiteering, and pil-
fering have- increased. The free mar-
ket, tolerated by the government as a
Emmm«mmmgm but essential supplement
to state-controlled trade, has flour-

irains

ished. mo has the Emaw anwﬁ which
4was never tolerated. And’in the coun-
ﬁ,wmam the area of cultivated land has
mmnrsmm as noowwamﬁ:\m bosses with too
many démands on their time and lim-
ited manpower have allowed- fields to
lie fallow. ;

North Vietnamese society may have
mmamum& the massive uprooting that has
gone: far toward destroying traditional
rural life in the south, but it has not
come ouf of the war :sovm:mmm The
UoBEum united most North-Vietnam-
ese in their struggle to survive, but
one of thé- Soﬁ effective Bmgomm of
survival has led to a Qmm::ﬁm HoommE:m
of central control.

_Hanoi dealt with the-air war by a de- -

Eoﬂ:nmm ‘Were. 85 to aim for mmm suf--

ficiency, and provincial “party commit-
tees were given power to make their
own economic decisions under very
general guidelines from Hanoi. Now,
while North Vietnam’s peacetime Emzm
still stress the need forlocal planning
and initiative, the government has
shown signs of alarm at the burgeon-
ing of narrow regional interests.
During the war the population be-
came far more mobile. Thousands of
people were evacuated, . thousands.
more teen-agers traveled around the

oo:ss,% as“‘assault youth teams” to re- -

pair bomb damage and keep supplies
moving. Men from the army have ex-
perience of the south, Laos and Cam-

bodia. TIn gmﬁ mdm@bom women and .

young people have been pushed into
prominence, and their traditional so-
cial roles radically changed. The North
Vietnamese government may welcome
these developments for they will speed
up political and economic change. But
at the same time, old ties with village
and families wm<m been weakened and
society may be less orderly and inter-
‘nal discipline wwwmﬁ. to enforce.

An’ altogether new problem facing
the North Vietnamese leadership will

be that of the army. .Demobilization .
will bring its. own &mbnﬁﬂmm veter- -

ans, many disabled, will have to be

wmmcmondma The- w&.om welcome may «

soon wear thin in the face of continued
privation that will be called for in the
ndme of reconstruction.

And there must be limits to Em ex-
tensive demobilization. Hanoi is not
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‘going to rlsk losmg what ‘has bden
gained, and the questlon of how far a
North , Viétnamese, preserce will \be
needed to back up the gains of the
—expanded ' control over * Laos and
Cambodia as well as the theoretical
benefits from the peace settlement—in
" the rest of Indochina will be one of the
chief -concerns—and possible causes of
'fi‘ictioni;withih the leadership.
‘Gen. Giap "will obviously be ‘at: tpe
,center of ‘this debate. His position in
the - Politbiiro -was in fact recently
strengthened hy.the elevation of Col. -
‘Gen.:Van Tien Dung to full Politburo
membership. Gen. Dung, who once
commanded the crack 320th Division,
co’llaberated closely with Giap in mod-
. ernizing "the North Vietnamese army
. after 1954 and - will no doubt be at
‘hand again when Giap wants to push’
through his plans for further moderni-
zatlon outlined last year.
Because it is.so hard to know with
certalnty about divisions of opinion in
“the North Vietnamese Politburo, many
would-be analysts. have confused dif-
ferences over policies with struggles
for power. As’ with other groups that
have been tightly knit by a comman
danger, there could be a slackening
“with the arrival of peace and a willing-
ness to fight out policy *battles a bift
more furiously.
In the struggle to restore the Nort
Vietnamese economy, the debate mus
' continue between the economic prag
matists, among whom Le Duan, th
party’s First Secretary, seems to b
numbered, and those leaders who, lik
Truong Chih, believe that economic de
velopment must not be pursued at th
.expense of ideological purity.
« Of course 'there will be an intensiv
ideological campaign, supported by al
of the leadershlp and there are alread;
signs of it in the pipeline. But it ma
be increasingly hard to reconcile th
urgent need to produce and recon
struct with striet Marxist- Lenlmst eco-
.nomic principles.
i "Whether-the purists will flnd thei
© arguments strengthened or weakened
.by new and- possibly dangerous influ
ence that might grow out of expanded

- contacts with the south will be one of
.the most interesting questiofis of the
peace. Certainly those influences wil
lead to complexities that Ho Chi Minh
only dreamed of. C
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