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WASHINGTON ‘PAP) — Secretary of -

Defense Melvin R. Laird said today
operations for bringing out U. S. prison-
ers of war from Hanoi “will start this
next week,” with more than 100 "no be
home within two weeks.

Laird said the POWs will be flgwn
nonstop from Hangi to Clark Air Force
Base in the Philippines over a rounda-
bout route that will first take them
over Vientiane in Laos.

:‘But he said there would be no land-

ing in Vientianeias indicated Wednes-
day by presidential advisor, Henry A.
Kissinger, in outlining terms of .the

peace agreement. “Present plans-do
net call for a stop in Viéntiane,” Léird
sald
“‘North Vietnam will prov1de Ameri-
can officials in Paris with a list of
POWs on Saturday, A splo‘kes(man for
the U.S. delegation in Paris said the
list will not be made public in ParLs,
however.
Pentagon officials said, jmeantime,
© nextofkin would be notified before
the list is made public unless the North
Vietnamese make it public 'when they
turn it over to U.S. officials.
Indications were that thel list would

e made public ‘early next week if -

next-of-kin are notified first. It was
not clear whether under such circum-
stances all of the names would be re-
leased simultaneously.
- In a taped interview on the NBC
Today show, Laird gave no specific
date for the landing of U.S. planes in
Hanol and left unclear when the first
prisoners would be given their free-
dom.

U.S, OFFICIALS working on the
POW release plan said this/was likely
to occur sometime near the| end of the

tw&week period followmor the 51gnmg
of the peace agreement.
Asked in the interview, “When can
we expect the first Amerlcan prisoners
to return home?” Laird replied: “The
operation—it’s Project Homecoming—
the operation will start |this next
week.” ;
But later in the program, when (ffﬁes-
tioned specifically as to when the
POWs can be expected back in this
country, he refused to give a specific
date, saying only that “more than 100
prisoners will be back in the United
States within the first two weeks.”

s

referred to by Laird, could-mear the
arrival of a small group of Americans,
including: specialists to set Up commu-
nication links |from Hanoi to U.S. in-
stallations. These men are expected to
arrive in the North Vietnamese capital
in about a Week

Under the terms of the peace agree-
ment to be signed Saturday in Paris,
all American POWs in Indochina are
to be returned within 60 days and
roughly equal installments at two week
intervals.

Laird said th\at will mean re]eases in

The, start. liﬁ;‘.Project. . Homegoming,
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groups of more than 100 each. The :

“Péiifagon lists 591 Americans,.captive -

*

in"Southeast Asia. 15 o

He gave no explanation for the wes-
terly route from Hanoi over Vientiane
rather than the more direct easterly
flight pattern over the open sea to the :
Philippines.

©AS PLANNEDl Laird said the POWs
will be given mﬁtlal medical examma—
tions at Clark before they are flown to
’I‘ravas AFB mT Cahforma, and dis--
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#,pe ‘ta,Qne of 31 mmtary:hospltals

<‘nearest thelr homes. ¥
" Laird said “Operation End%Sweep _
«the name he gave to the plamifori’
clearmg U.S. mines “froni North Viet-
nam’s harbors and: waterways will be-
gin shortly after the ceasefire becomes

. Gseffective Saturday night.

U.S. Navy helicopters and mine-
~ Sweeping ‘Shlps now in the ‘Wesfern Pa-

cific are,. movmg on station at the
pr&sen’f”hme " he:said. - But he added
that, befo‘i‘eWcIearmg operationg can be-
gin, a meeting is required between
U.S. ‘and North Vietnamese officials,
apparently to discuss the mine-sweep-
ing plan and to exchange navigational
charts,

As forithe remaining 23 000 Us.
troops: in VTmam the Pentagdn ichief
said they: il be withdrawn on a daily

 basis. :




