Protocol on Clearing Sea Mines

Protocol to the Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring
Peace in Vietnam Concerriing the Removal, Permanent
Deactivation or Destruction of Mines in the Territorial

, ‘Water_s», Ports, Harbors and Waterways of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam

The G0vernrnent of the United States
of America, _
The Government of the' Democratic

Republic of Vietnam, .

In implementation of the second para-
graph of Article 2 of the Agreement on
Ending the War and Restoring Peace in
Viétnam signed. on this date,

Have agreed as follows: .

ARTICLE 1

‘The United. States shall clear all mines
it has placed in the territorial waters,
ports, harbors and waterways of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam. This
mine-clearing operation shall be accom-
plished by rendering the mines harmless
'through removal, permanent deactiva-
tion or destruction. ’

ARTICLE 2-

-With a view to insuring lasting safe-

ty for the movement of people and wa-
tercraft and the protection of important
installations, mines shall, on the request
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam,
be removed or destroyed in the indicated
area; and whenever their removal or
destruction is impossible, mines shall be
permanently deactivated and their em-
placement clearly marked.

Article 3

The mine-clearing operation shall be-
gin at-twenty-four hundred (2400) hours
G.M.T.-on Jan. 27, 1973. The representa-
tives of the two parties shall consult
immediately .on relevant  factors and

capabilities, actively participate in the
mine clearance with the means of:sur-
veying, removal and -destruction, and

technical advice supplied by the United

States. N
Article 6

With a view to insuring the safe,

movement of people and watercraft on
waterways and at sea, the United States
shall in the mine-clearing process sup-
-ply ‘timely information about the prog-

ress of mine clearing in each area, and’
about - the remaining mines to be de-.
stroyed. The United States shall issue-

a communiqué when the operations
have been concluded. : '

Article 7

In conducting mine-clearing opera-
tions, the U.S. personnel engaged in
these operations shall respect the sover-
eignty of. the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam and shall engagé in' no ac-
tivities inconsistent with the Agreement
on Ending the War and Restoring Peace
in Vietnam and this protocol. The U.S.
personnel engaged in the mine-clearing
operations shall be immune form the
jurisdiction of the Democratic Republic
of Vietnam for the duration of the mine-
clearing operations;

The Democratic Republic of Vietnam

. in advance

agree upon the earliest possible target
date for the completion of the work,

« Article 4

The mine-clearing operation shall be
conducted in accordance with priorities
and timing agreed upon by the two
parties. For this purpose, representa-
tives of the two parties shall meet at
an early date to reach agreement on a
program and a plan of implementation.
To this end:

(a) The United States shall provide its
plan for mine-clearing operations, includ-
ing maps of the minefields and informa-
tion concerning the types, numbers and
properties | of the mines. *

(b) The Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam shall provide all available maps
and hydrographic charts and indicate
the.mined places and all other potential
hazards to| the mine-clearing operations
that the Democratic Republic of Viet-
nam is aware of.

() The two parties shall agree on the
timing of implementation of each "seg-
ment of the plan and provide timely
notice to the public at least 48 hours
of the beginning of mine-
clearing operations for that segment.

Article 5

The United States shall be reponsible
for the ming clearance on jsland water-
ways of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, The Democratic Republic of

‘Vietnam shall, to the full extent of its

shall insure the safety of the U.S. person-

nel for the duration of their mine-clear-
ing activities on_the territory of the
Democratic| Republic' of Vietnam, and
shall provide this personnel with all
possible - assistance and the means
needed in’ the Democratic Republic’ of.
Vietnam that have been agreed upon
by the two parties.
© | - Article 8-

This protgcol to the Paris Agreement -
on Ending the War and Restoring Peace
in Vietnam shall enter into force upon
signature :by the Secretary of State of
the Government of the United . Stateg
of America and the Minister for Foreign -
Affairs of the Government of the Demg-
cratic Republic of Vietnam. It shall be:
strictly imp}mente‘dﬁ by the two parties.

Done in Paris this 27 day of January,
1973, in Vietnamese and English.. The
and English texts-are of-

ually authentic. :

Viétnamese
ficial and e

For the Government of the
United States of America
WILLIAM P. ROGERS
Secretary of | State

Deinocratic.
NGUYEN Duy| TRINH
Minister for




