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Set Wlthm 60 Days
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Washington Post Staff Writer

Pxemdent Nixon announced last night in a teIev1510n
address to the American people that a cease-fire: agree-
ment will go into effect in Vietnam at 7 p.m. Saturday,
ending Amemcan pal tfc1pat10n in the longest war in its
history.

Within 60 days all Ameucan pnsoners of -war held in
Indochina will be released and all American forces, will be
withdrawn, he said. .

The people of South Vletnam are guaranteed the right
to determine their future, He said, emphasizing fhat the
agreement initialed in Pans vesterday and to he signed
there Saturday has the full support of South Vletnamese
President Nguyen Van Thieu.

The President said the agreement negotiated by’ natlonal
security adviser Henry A. Kissinger and North Vietnamese
polithburo member Le Duc Tho will bring an end to the war
and “bring peace with honor to Vietnam and Southeast
Asia.”

He said the text of the agreement would he made public
today. .

Calling for a “peace of reconciliation,” Mr. Nmon also
asked the other major powers to exercise mutual restraint
so that:peace can come to the people of Southeast Asia.

The -President thanked the American people for sup-
porting him in striving for,a “peace with honor**that will
endure, “and he paid special:tribute 'to ‘former ‘President
Lyndon B. Jolinson, twhei dled Monday, 3

The i"onnel President™was wilified as a man .0f*war vet
he was “a greal American” who wanted nothing more,
than pedce, »"Mr. Nixon declared..

He also paid tribute to the wives and relatives qf Ameri-
can prisoners of war and men missing in.action, saying that

they had steadfastly ‘supported hl.m in his efforts for a

- peace that will last. 4
He pledged to the South Vietnamese people comlnued

aid and support in their struggle to rebuild their country

and to ¢hoose their own government.

Before the 10 p.m. address, timed for a sunultaneous
announcement by the North Vietnamese in Paris, the
President briefed his Cabinet and then met with con-
gressional leaders to explain the major points to them.

Earlier, the President conferred with~ “Kissinger follow-
ing hig return from Paris and with Gen. Alexandel M.
Heug Jr., formerly deputy to Kissinger and now the Army
vice chlef of staff.

In preparation fon#he, cease-fire, the United States ves-
terday- alerted four mations that will supervise the cease-
fire to place their troops on a thzee day alert. ;

The’four nations—~Indonesia. Cahada Hunga1 y and Po-
land—had been on & ‘seven-day alert since the resumption
of the Kissinger-Tho talks on-Jan. 8. Some' 3,000 froops
from’ those countries are to have freedom of movement
in South Vietnam to see that the accords are carried out.

In ;addition to sending Secretary of State William P.

Rogers: to Paris for the Saturday signing cer emony, the -
President is reported to have decided to send Viee Presi--
dent ‘Agnew to.Saigon to meet with President Nguyen .

Van Thieu and other officials there on future relations

with Washington.
Attending last night’s meeting at the White House, in
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addition to the Cabinet, were Vice President Agnew, Sen-
ate Demo(;ra (d Leader Mike Mansfleld (Mont.), Senate
Republican Leader Hugh Scott (Pa.),. House Speaker, Car]
Albert (D-Okla.), House Republican Leader Gerald R. Ford
(Mich.). and House Democratic Leader Thomas P. O' Nelll
(Masgs. J5g P

A me%t«mg vith additiomal congressional leadels wﬂl be
held at the White House thlS mommg %

See PRESIDFNT A8, CoL1 "

See PRESIDENT A8, Col. 1

‘ cement heralded the end of this
"‘”country s longest war: m its history and also the end of its
Zmost protracted peace negotiations. | L
_The first meeting hetween the United States; V(;tth Viiet-
nam, aSouth Vietnam and’the Vietcong-t6oK splace in Paris
almost exactly four years ago—on Jan. 26, 1969,,a~51x days
after Mr. Nixon’s first inauguration. b & i
President Johnson initiated the move toward: fnegotxa
tions on March 31, 1968, ‘when he halted the bombing'north
of the 20thga allel in North Vietnarh and announced: that
he would "mt e a candidate for reelection. .

In late October 1968, Mr. Johnson announeedv ll’lltlal )
agreement on plans for negotiations, which he hoped would

~+ end the war before his term _expired en.Jan. 20, 1969.

© But"6ppositibn i Saigon and idelaysi in: Hanoiymade it
nnposszble to agree on procedures until after the New Year.
When the formal negotiations madeé no headway, Presi- |
dent Nikon sent szsmger toj Paristinstheysum
£61 el Fivst of 8 dozen Gectet meetings with Th
“*But those meetings also dragged on intermi ently for
three years without much progress. Finally, last September
there was-a-bre akthrough and Klssmg ced on Oct.
26 thatepeace was.at hand.” . . b
~ He;said only|one more nedotiating”sessi W’Ias’mng a few
days. would be required to complete the agreement, But
again there was disappointment after his return 1o, Paris.
In December, the President called off the talks because
Kissinger said, the North Vietnamese were not bargammg
seriously/®Mr. Nixon then initiated the intensive bombmg
attacks'of’the North Vietnamese heartland, which eontin-
ued for12:days and were finally halted on Dec, 29 when
the:two sides agreed to meet again.
Kissinger and Tho bargained from Jan: 8 to Jan 13 in
lengthy sessions that paved the way for yzesterday s. final
notice,
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