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‘Use of Conference Center
Indicates Both Sides View
Truce Round as Vital

NYTimes—
By FLORA LEWIS
Special to The New York Times

PARIS, Jan. 22 — Henry A.
Kissinger arrive dhere tonight,
and it was announced that his
talks tomorrow with Le Duc
Tho of North Vietnam would
be moved to the ceremonial
setting . of the International
Conference Center.

Hanoi and Washington an-
nounced jointly last week that
this next round of negotiations
would complete a cease-fire
agreement for Vietnam. Today:
there was still no official word
on how lon gthat task would
take, but the hcoice of location
— after months of meetings

in secluded private quarters —
suggested that the two sides
considered tomorrow’s session
;important. : ;
The. conference center is the
lold Hotel Majestic, on the Av-
‘enue’ Kléber, site of the formal

four-sided Paris peace confer-|

ence for over four ye&j;fs-. p
Kissinger Visits Lam

At the airport Kissinger said
nothing more than “I am glad
to be here.” He went directly
to the residence of the South
Vietnamese Foreign Minister,
Tran Van Lam, though it was

nearly midnight and he had left
Washington early in the morn-
ing.

That was apparently a proto-
col gesture ,since Mr. Lam, as
Foreign Minister, would be a;
signer of the agreement. Mr.
-|Kissinger, as negotiator;-isex-
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pected only to initial it in anti
jcipation of final approval by
|chiefs of Government before the
[signing -ceremony, which might
also be expected to take place
at the Majestic.

Mr. Kissinger and Mr. Tho
last met on Jan. 13, at the
conclusion of their most inten-
sive week' of scret bargaining,
when the broad outlines of an
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|South Vietnamese population
who support neither President
Nguyen Van Thieu nor the
Communists.

The October cease-fire draft
provided a role for the “third
force,” but that role seems to
have shrunk to virtually noth-
ing. Although the groups in-
volved ' are aware that frag-
mentation adds to their im-
potence, the groups here have
been unable to coalesce.

agreement were said to have
been established. .

Another Technical Session

Since Jan. 13, specialists on
both sides have been working
in long daily sessions to resolve
procedural and technical points.
They met again today at the
jAmerican-owned suburban villa
jin St. Nom-la-Bretéche, where
the group has gethered on
alternate days. )

The South Vietnamese For-
eign Minister, Tran Van Lam,
reached Paris this morning, the
first time he has come here
during the talks. He said that
he was here for ‘our direct col-
laboration in order to bring the

The prospects, therefore, are
that they will have little to say

.|in the crusial period just after

a cease-fire when Saigon and
the Vietcong jockey for polit-
ical position.

P.0O.W. Report Indicated

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan. 22-—
Secretary of Defense Melvin R.
Laird appeared to hint today
that there might be an an-
nouncement on release of
American war prisoners at the
Paris talks Wednesday or
Thursday. i

Following a Pentagon cere-
mony naming “Arnold Corri-|
dor”” at the Pentagon in honor

negotiations to an end,” but
jit was not expected that the

of the late Air Force chief, Gen.
lenry H. (Hap) Arnold, Mr.
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|would ‘be admitted to the pri-
jvate sessions until agreement
was complete.

Since 1968, the United States 1

and North Vietnam have been

holding occasional secret talks, |-

and since October, 1972, an in-

tensive series of talks exclud-

ing Saigon and the Vietcong.
Mr. Lam is expected to sign

Laird ' was questioned by a
handful of reporters about ar-
angements to cover the re-
ease of American prisoners of
ar.

“We've told you everything
e can tell you until after
ednesday,” Mr. Laird replied.
Aides later pointed out that

for his Government, however,
when the other foreign minis-
ters gather here for the formal
ceremony.

Mrs. Binh Arrives

Mrs. Nguyen Thi Binh, For-
eign Minister of the Vietcong’s
Provisional Revolutionary Gov-
ernment, is expected to sign
for her side. She reached Paris
last night, after a month’s ab-
sence spent partly at a secret
meeting in Vietnam.

Today, she conferred at
length with the North Viet-
namese negotiators. Both Sai-
gon and Vietcong representa-
tives here have been given
daily briefings by their allies,
the United States and North
Vietnam, since the negotiations
resumed in November. Hopes
for an earlier cease-fire found-
ered in October.

Other South Vietnamese,
representing exile factions of

what has come to be called
the “third force,” have been al-
most totally excluded from the
negotiations.

Press Meetings Called

. In the last few days, Paris
representatives of some of the
groups have called press con-
ferences to advance their views
and to remind the public that
there are large segments of the

r. Laird, especially in talking
ith reporters, tended not to
drop unintended hints, and
that this might well pe regard-
ed at an intended hint,

'But one aide noted that Mr.
Laird would probably be leav-
ing office Thursday’ after the
expected Senats. confirmation
of Elliot L. Richardson, as Sec-
retary of Defense and conceiv-
ably was only telling reporters
tl‘at an announceément on the
rqlease of the prisoners would
not come until after his de-
p@rture.
==




B Associated Press
Henry A. Kissinger boarding plane at Andrews Air
i Force Base, Md., for flight to Paris.




