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HAIPHONG, Jan. 21—
- North Vletnam S major port,
its lifeline to the sea' mined :
with concealed American
weaponry, will still have ‘o
deal with special hazards
after a cease-fire.
It will. certainly. take
months, and it may take
" years, to locate and deacti-

vate all the thousands of un-

derwater explosives planted
in the harbor approaches,
rivers and canals of this
area, the mayor of this

bruised city said today.

Since the United States
planted the mines;  said
Mayor Le Duc Thmh “1
think it is also the" respoml
bility of the Americaps to
remove them.”

“We of course . hope to
sweep them away as soon as
we can,” said the mayor, but
he stressed: “I wanted 1o
emphasize the moral respon-
sibility of the American
side.”

Mayor Thinh said that he
and other - munlmpal and
military offlclals in the Hai-

phong region do 'not know
what has been said in'the se-
cret Paris talks about the
mine removal task ahead.
But, he said] “The quantity
of mines is quite gr eat.” He
recalled that for years after
World War II mines con-
tinued to endanger shipping
off many coasts, especially
in heavily mined ‘European
waters.

Mining technology has be-
come considerably more so-
phisticated since then, the
mayor hoted, and Wlth the
United States boastlng of

having the ma”
technology, he’ £ 4
is correct “I think it will
take . much Ionger” /{0 re-
move the mines from Nmth
Vietnam’s waters.

Mayor "Thinh agreed on
short notice to give the first
intetview of its kind to. this
reporter, presenily the, only
Américan ., newsman in
North Vietnam. The mining
of North V1etnams Wwaters
never has been publicly dis-
cussed in this: manner. by
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any North Vietnamese offi-
cial, nor was the discussion
initiated by» them. The re-
quest for an. interview cen-
tered , on -the mining was

made only a few hoursibefore’

hand upon my arrival in
quphong The receni Amer-

counterpart, Mayor
" Duy Hung, is in command of
Hanoi, the capital. In addiz

ican. air _attacks- ont Hal-
phong were described hzy a
‘group of foreign journalists
allowed to enter the city
two ‘weeks ago, but there

t

was .no opportunity th
report‘ on, the mining.

The Thayor emphasxzed at
one point that he was ex-
“purely oplmpn”

about the American for ac-
" tual removal of the bombs
equipment.
This obviously .could - raise
‘complications if
American: sh1ps Or men were
permltted to enter North Vi-
etnamese- Wwaterways. In“this
tightly disciplined, Commu-
‘mist-ruled society, however,

officials do not speak ha-
phazardly; espec1ally to West-

pressing

by~ :American’

segurity

el n newsmen.

" Even the title of “mayor”

evokes an imprecise i Impres-
sion. Mayor Thinh is in com-
mand of Haiphong, “as his

tion to running the cities ad-

ministratively, they control

the regional ‘arm i forces

which defend them. Both are

qommandlng personalities,

and Haiphong’s mayor ar-
rived for the interview dress-
ed in khaki accompanied by
a military guard in a very
Chinese-built

newlookmg,
jeep. 1
Evacuation Place

. The mayor had come from
what is- called here his
evacuatmn place”—outside
Haiphong—for the inter
view. High officials all con-
tinue to work from such out-
posts away from the cities
even though the American
bombing' of this portion of
North Vietnam stopped Dec.
31. Mayor Thinh said, “The
townspeople and I will re-
main vigilant about what
Mr. Nixon "has said. He
might have some pretext to
reattack our town any
time.” 4

*Before meeting with the
mayor. a brief trip to the
harbor provided & look jat

the extraordinary sight of a

line ‘of foreign seagoing
freighters. tied  up at the
quay, bottled up in Hai-
phong harbor since Presi-
dent Nixon’s May 8 order
for mining thls country’s
halbors

It was surpusmg to find
the ships:so close,.to the
shore, only. about 30 feet
away, alongside the pier.
Storage warehouses, some
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with bomb-damaged roofs,
are_a -short: distance away.
There were oil drums:and
other. equipment |on the
ground,  but there |was no
stgn: of much activify in this
sectiqn of the port, Out:in
the harbor, one could "see
sampans and junks, two pa-
trol vessels, and’ a very large
sunken dredge
‘The identifiable mine-
blocked ships ‘at the dock
were a Chinese freighter,
the East German vessel
Frieden, the-Soviet freighter
Divnogorsk, Cubas Imias,
Polands Jozef Conrad and,
at its stern, the Polish
freighter Kilinski, Alli‘are
about 10,000 tons.
Restricted Photos ‘
Photographs are| permit-
ted only of the heavily dam-
aged © Conrad. Even then,
when I stepped back for an
amateurish snapshat, an.ar-
med guard accompanied me
to check the camera angle
to make sure no other vessel
would show on the film. §
The vice director of fthe
port, Le Van Hon, said that
at 6:15 am., Dec. 17 (after
the Paris talks ended in
stalémate on Dee: 13), Amer-
ican planes “began to- put
more mines in the water at
the entrance to the harbor”
which is about 12 miles
away on the coast of North
Vietnam.
“And on the 18th, at 9:45
p.m.,” he continued, “they
dropped bombs throughout
the harbor.” The Jozef Con-
rad was hit in subsequent
bombing on Dec/ 20 at 4:45
a.m., when there| was a
standby crew of about 30

aboard, he said. The port of- .

flplal‘i§ald that three bombs,
which he described as 500-
pounders hit the ship and,
as previously reported,
killed three of the crew. An-
other reportedly died after-
ward.

-An  examination
vessel + showed
holes Squarely in'the mid-
dle, with. buckled and torn
steel plates and the charred
remains from a fire [that gut-
ted the ship. Han said, “We
mobilized the firemen to
save the ship and
thé vther ships away which
were then moored alongsiﬂe
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