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SAIGON Jan. 21—South
ister Tran Van Lam flew to

war.
His’ statement is the ﬁxrst

search for a Vietnam settle-¢
ment ig about to be suceess--
fully coneluded .
[United Press Internatlonal'
reported from Washington
Sunday night that White
House rsources had said that
South. ‘Vietnamese President
Nguyen'Van Thieu-had agreed
to the proposed peace settle-
ment and that President Nix-
on had authorized his repre-
sentative, Henry A. Kissinger,
to initial 11. in Paris Thyl:ﬁd lay. ]'
The foreign mmlstem de--
clined to say exactly whatr ;ole
he wills be playing when: the
top-level talks resume in the
French capital, but there is
considerable speculation

will initial the decord on be-
half of the Saxgon government
oncé‘the remaining detaﬂs are
settléd.

“Anéther Cabinet mxmster
who is not, however, dn‘ec‘sly
involved in the talks, said - to-
day'that “the agreement will
be signed” in Paris on Jan, 29.
He said that is the date on
which government plannmg
for «the coming ceasefire is
bhased. i

Lam would not say when
the agreement might be ready .
for initaling or formal signing, !
but he did not rule out.com-:
pletion this week. His airport
 statement, read by a spokes-
man, said the foreign minister
was going to Paris to ‘follow
more closely and more ac-
tively the final phase of the
negotiations.”
The United RStates & and
North' Vietnam have already
said that this week’s meeting
between presidential adviser
Kissinger and North Vietna-
mesg: politburo -member Le
Due::Tho would be for .the'
purpoﬁe “for the:. purpose. of‘

compléfing _the text of an

‘agreement.”

Just two days ago, Lam told
reporters that.he was “neither

in
diplomatic circles here that he
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descnbed as the “final phase” of negotiations to end the
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the Saigon government’ that it too believes that the Ieng

optimistic or

cease-fire, and “he

many pcunts to be :I%%fﬁed » cepted “Tl’lﬁ” North
The Saigon governmeﬁt now | €se gommitment | is
nd pubhels, ac-| value as long ‘as the

l States is stilly
namese sources. said privatelys tion.

has formally @&
.knowledged what South Viet-

all last week: Whatever'is left
to be dome is incidental to the

|fact that an accord has been

reached and accepted' by Pres-
ident Thieu,

Sa,1gon radio has also stop-
ped talkmg about a settlement
as an indefinite pos51b111ty
The radio said in a’' commen-
tary: broadeast today, that: Ha-
noi ‘has “unc!ertaken td ob-
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‘also clear
broadcast that Thieu
a
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Therefore; it is time
Republic ofiVietnam’s
to clodetheir ranks.
mote confidence in
isolate the Communis
radio said.
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the Vietcong’s Nation
ation Front will now
try to survive in Soy
nam itself. = "\
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-and lead it to the free

South Vietnam.”
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“lin technical
-|those aspects of the cease-fm,

that Lam and a Vieteong,)
resentative will be m" ded in

“lthe Kissinger-Tho sessﬁa;as for

discussion of such quesgion as
routine Communist movement
in the cities and countryside.
A Saigon military team went
to Paris last week to take part
discussions on

arrangements.

Lam is being accompamed
to Paris by a Foreign Ministry
spokesman and his own  pri-,|
vate secretary. United Stateb
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker |
went to the airport to see Lam I
Toff, the. only ‘American: or
ranking South Vietnamese of-
ficial to'do so. He and Lam
met for a few minutes pri-’
vately, before ‘the minister’s
depaure.

rd if the
s deter-
as ene-

mies who:are-intent, ds Saigon
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