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SAIGON, Jan. 18 — The
- {peace agreement accepted by
President Thieu contains no!
provision for the release of
political prisoners by South
Vietnam and leaves.  critical
questions unanswered, reliable
American sources sald today
Although the agreement ex-
. | presses the “hope"‘that elec-
~|tions-will be held within six
- | months; there is no firm time-
table, these 'sources said, nor
lis it stated specifically, What
posts;will be at stake when
the elections Fare held. It is|
also unclear’ to what extegtl
South Vietnam’s ixisting con-
-stitution and election laws will
rapply.
One U.S. analyst said the
Saigon government had been
proceeding on the assumption

=,

T RGT we

-

that 4dll current regulations
would remain in force, but
said that senate elections

scheduled for next August
might be cancelled.

South Vietnamese sources
said some of these points had
been left vague deliberately to
win Thiew’s assent to an ac-

B,

cord, about wh1c1;1 he had res- -

ervatmx@“up to the last min-
ute. As a result, U.S. off;mals
warned it is still possiblethat

difficulties could develop as-
Ithe technical experts work. on
wr‘appmt, up a final text in
Paris. - 4

But the momentum
clearly in favor of a cease-fire
soon. A highranking: U.S.
source said it might . come
within 10 days. Others  esti-
mated two weeks, which
would be about the time of
et, the lunar new year begin-
ning Feb. 3. South Vietnam’s

sém1—off_1c1a1 newspaper = Tin .

Song reported Tuesday that
Tet was a likely deadline,
Thieu accepted ‘the peace
|agreement Wednegday mght
at a meeting with Gen. Rlex-
ander M: Haig, chief deputy to

singer, South-:. Vietnamese
sources/saids Haig left Saigon
toddyito ‘brief:leaders of other
Southeast Asianvcountries on
the results of the peace talks.

See SAIGON AlS Col. 4
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U.S. negotiator Henry A Kis-

.|reportedly holding: th
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said, he took with him Th“leu s
reluctant, but resigned assent
to.a peace accord of which
these details emerged today:

® The troops of the opposing
armies are to remain pretty
much where they are in South

gecupation of “lines of. com-
munication” such as hlgbwaw
and rivers. : Ty

o There are numerous refer-
ences in- the. text -to -the
“G@ernment of the Republic
of& jouth Vietnam,” an impor-
it point for Thieu who had

R

outh Vietnam as a_sover-
g0 country. 1t ‘had been re-
pofij;ed earlier by well in-
formed Vietnamese som‘cps
that the agreement prowdes

cation line between thel.two

parts.
ha
the #‘prlnmple of non-interfer-
ence in the South’s affalrs

quwm the release: of
prlsqners, of whom !

forgmspected Commumst San~
pathies. This was a point that
Klss,l;nger said in’ Oc:toh”er was
to @ }{g determined:. after a

“through ' ‘gegotia-

ceaﬁgﬁre
tions, among the S,eu;h Vlet
%e parties,” D

pervigion of a National Coun-
of Reconciliation and Con-
cor ut there is no reduire-
ment that the third segment,
the” neutrahsts be represented
.council. Each side—the
government and. the

Salq

- Vletcbng s Provisional' Révolu-
-|tionary. Government — ig,

‘to
choosg its own member: his
woul({g@e. a viétory for Theiu,

1 North
setback for the North
Vlet.namese who had ' been
seeking the three-part formula
earher Usually reliable Viet-
name,se .sources had said that

for trahst membership.
° Te ‘Natlonal Councilis to:
operateon ‘the basis of una-|

mmlty, as  Kissinger. said 1tl
would in hlS Oct. 26 press con-

en insisting on recognmoxg;

Vietnam, but there is to be no|

for the recognition: of the De-,
militarized Zone-ati the 17th .
parallelas a temporary demar-.

of Vietnam and Speelfted»e ;
orth Vietnam accepted - !

{

”@ There is no provwon re-;

‘
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| that Vietcong instrue
their troops and. cadres.have

\fend the’ liberated a
i1 ulutionary govern

rerence Mnere. he |discussed
th \draft of/an agreement that
been made pub ic by Ha-
nox, Many observers hére- view
this provision as a ‘gSuarantee
of the council’s i potence,
since the represen at1ves of
the Saigén government and
the Vietcong are thought to be'
unlikely to agree ‘un mimously
on any significart issues. i

Vietniamese source sald the
council would function %n the
provincial as well
national level.

e The peace agreement does
not provide for a simultaneous!
cease-fire in all of Indochina,
and there is little chance that
there will be a halt to the
fighting in Cambodia and
Laos as quickly as in Vietnam,
U.S. sources said. This would
be a defeat for Thieu, who has
insisted that, any cea e-fire ap-
ply to Cambodia® ancl Laos as
well.
One of the potenhal prob-
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. Comm}l
nists in Sou’th Vletnam The
agreement is said to
on ‘this ‘point, and the Smgon
government has made ‘éxten-
sive preparations for the quick
arrest of political suspects,

As J.ong ago as September, it
was learned that Thiew’s'pol-
icy for the period ‘after a
cease-fire would be théat the
Communists, as one Ameri
put it, “will be free
around but notzto fu
'Communists.” Eliieu |
‘his province chiefs, or mlltgtai y
rgovernors wide latitude im de-
|c1dmg what constitutes unac-
cept%ble activity. |3

South V1etnam has been
playing up the prospect fhat
the Vietcong W111 takeé adyan-
tage of a cease-fire to resume
their efforts to topple. the gov-
ernment. The Commu msts’*dld
httle to dispel those fears with
a bnoadcast oday of|.a po iti-
cal report delivereda week
ago by Huynh Tan Phat ata’
meeting in Hanoi. Phat is
‘president of the PRG,

Among the goals of the PRG
listéd in Phat’s address, moni-
tored in Saigon, were to. “usp
and’ develop political . and
drmed forces, expand and de-
reas -and,
ment at
evels, defeat the enemy
win complete victory.”-
U.S. sources said, however,

t?ons to

_move. |
ncthn as

ageepted a cease&ire as an ac-

of per~ ‘s happened one way or: the

be Silent |

as given|

‘| knowledged: fact ' #nd urge
theniito concentrate on admin-
istering the. termtory” theyﬁ al-
ready ¢ontrol.

No Iast-mmute mlhtary
“hl%h 9 ,expeg d hy
Us i cept inffinge
Saigon’s control
is already margmal such as
nogthem 3 Province,

ngar and west—

stern n@
ern Qua “gtm ,
(U» S. “Sources sald th tr

1t1ng for; ,interna’aonal
isory teams to be fully
organized and inf place.
Troops:from Indonesia, ope
obable member cmm-
“the supemsory tearn

e,

te‘up their peacekeeping
duties. Officers designated for
peacekeeping duty by Poland,
another probables member,
have been selected and . in-
formed, diplomats here said.

‘South Vietnam’s. prepara-
tions are also complete; down
to.the selection of the military
officers who will take over as
village and hamlet administra.
torsin place of civilians_once
thle cease-fire goes into effect,
reliable sources said.

There was little if anyvisi-
‘ble evidence in Saigon.ioday
that ‘anything importanf. had

other. Thieu met with mem-
bers of his National Security

most a routine occurrence in
recent weeks. On the streets,|
preparations for Tet celebra-
tions continued unabated, and
the chief preoccupation of Sai-
gon’s high society seemed to
be the wedding of President
‘Thiew’s daughter, scheduled
for Friday.:

The pre51dent1al paTace was
lighted and festooned  with
flags tomght for @’ mammoth
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receptxon, the biggest sacia
thenng sinee. the:-govern
meﬁ ¢lamped-down ‘on th

gay { i i
duriiiz the 1;7&
Vletndmebe

Council, but that has been al-| -

Coring
North
offensive,



