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PARIS Jan. 18—Both alhed]
and Communist delegatmnsl
agreed today to suspend indef- .
inifely the deadlocked four-
vear-old Vietnam peace talks
in, yet . another indication
pointing to rapid conclusion
of.a ceasefire agreement.

“Although purposely left
unexplained by all four dele-
gations, the suspension sug-
gested that the conference’
might meet again only after a
cease-fire  agreement was
ready for final swnature or
even signed.

“Totally lacking at the 174th
session of the semi-public ses-
sion was the tension &nd bad
feeling which invariably sur-
rounded previous suspensions
ahd often refiected real or im-
pendlng battlefleld violence.

Contlnumg the formal talks
made like sense with pres1den-
tlal adviser Henry *A. Kis-
smger scheduled to resume se-
cret negotiations here Tuesday
with Hanoi’s Le Duc Tho “for
the purpose of completing the
text of an- agreement.” The
formal conference has.served
little other purpose than pro-
viding a propaganda farum for
the: battlefield adversaries
since the f1rst meetmg on Jan.
26, 1969. s

Cease fire Role

Amerlcan .officials, = here,
have made no secret in recent,
months that they hope the for-
mal--conference might- take
over a substantive role of
“implementing  responsibili-
ties,” bureaucratic  jargon
meaning overseeing the execu-
tion of a cease-fire accord. i

Acting U.S. delegation chlef|
Heyward Isham indeed added’
to this impression of an im-
pending change of status for
the conference when he told[
newsmen after the session, «
“We will bid you farewell for'
the moment.” ‘

There was more than just a|
hint' that the United States,
North Vietnam, the Vietcong
and - South V1etnam had"
agreed beforehand to the sus-
pension. Technically, {acting
North Vietnamese . chief dele-!
gate Nguyen Minh Vy inside
the meeting suggested nex*i
Thursday or any, otfer date !
for - the-:next session. The!
United States and South Vlet-;
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In the conference itself, ai
new  atmosphere of relatne
goodwill was evident. Acting
South Vietnamese chief ‘dele--
gate Nguyen Xuan Phong;
went so far as to comment: I
“We have reached a point in |
the negotiations where we can |
already see the  prospects ot'
peace.”

The North Vietnamese and'

Vletcong delegates preachedy

“vigilance” in VIEW of the
American “abafifzface” ‘Befusal
nal (fctober!
.draft accord and the Decem.|
ber” bombing .of Hanm and
Haiphong. }f ¥ 4w

lic opinion,” *.%;mol press
spokesman Nggigen Fhaigh Le
told reporters., Ally ding to
Klssmger s Oc j aseé-that

“peace is at I}amd ” Le ;said:
“We can only.be sure ‘when
peace iis in the palm of the
hand.”

Meanwhile, A aerican ' and
North Vietnamese ‘experts met |
again to hammer:put the re-
maining details of a cease-fire
accord, and- 1nforrned sources
said that their most-immediate

concern involved purely mili- |:

tary questions.

Sources close to the negotia-
tions provided a number of in-
sights into the mutual compro-
mises behind last weekend’s
breakthrough in the long
quest for a cease-fire.

South” Vietnam abandoned |.

its formal efforts to incorpo-

rate into the text withdrawal |

of North.Vietnamese troops in
the South and to obtain a
“hermetjseally” isealed Demili-
tarized Zone between the two

In return. the North Viet-

p visory commission : se-
,vef'ely limited" and' that ; thelr
’md'vements be restrlcted

( North Vietnam also.made a
‘major concession congermng
tha fate of the thousands of
political detainees héId by
South Vietnamese authorities.
The October draft agreement
did not link their release and
that of the American prison-
ers of war held by North Viet:
nam. ;. ‘But, privately, the
]Unlted ‘States, the sources in-
isisted,” had» promised to see
!that South Vietnam releases
Ithe pohtlcal detameeg ‘within
.190'days of a’ cease {ire’s signa-

\ture

‘Fatn of Pmsoners ¥

L Now, tho!‘som ces ad(%éd the
\fate of these political prison-
lers will he left up to the nego-
tlatlons affer'the cease-flre be-
t een, Saigon ‘and the Viet.
'cong s. Provisional Revolution-
‘ary (:m ernment.
! The' sources-also disclosed
kthat North Vietnam had- ‘bowed
ito American, and ‘especially
f.Sa'gon objéctions to tfle defi-
initign’ of the controversil Na-
Lzonal LCouncil of Rec, neilia-
tion . to*he made up - of Viet-
‘cong,  Saigon and " neutralist
“representatives. I
'.mJ?,he objectionable. warding

N

‘m Vietnamese T variously
itranslated as “power . struc-
iture” in French * and

“administrative structure” in
Enghsh — has been amended
lor- simply dropped. But the
'sources said #hat the ‘negotia-
tions between the rival’ South
Vietnamese * * governments
would have to decide whéther
the scouncil  should . ‘operate
only; nationally; ‘sas Saigon
wants, or all the way down to
villages ‘and hamlefs as the
Communists want.
- Indeed, the sources: ralsed
the po:qzbihtv that? t¥ iight
rakesw oeks? and even months
before the counc11 would ‘oper-
ate at all, since there i§ no
way of determlmn(7 whether
the quc.suon would be at ‘the |
ftep™ éﬁv} Sthe  bottom . «0fé the
-agenda-of the future negotia-
‘tions | amonfr South “Vietnam-
eSe . &
Bv thé same’ tokeﬂ the
_>ources add, electmns destlned
tosprevide the Teountry with
e ent institutions may be
m? délayed. Demﬁg on
;’t%kmq and timing gf elec-
5 15 one of “the major tasks
iasmﬁ;xed the couneil and the
{doubtiabout a timetablé for es.
JQabhsh@g - ~the _supervisory
:b “the votmg it is to
| pg ithat mtichefurther
off, the sources reasoned




