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KEY BISCAYNE, Fla.,
Jan. 18—The United States
and. North Vietnam came
closer today than ever he-
fore to signaling an end'to
the Vietnam war by an-
‘nouncing that Henry A. Kis-
vsmger and Le Duc Tho
would meet Tuesday .. in
Paris “for~the purpose’of
.completing the text of an
agreement.”

. Thé long-awaited announce-
ment, which White House
press secretary Ronald L. Zie-
‘gler read to newsmen -here
Just before noon and which
‘the North Vietnamese, -re-
{leased ih Paris, could mean
‘the end in a matter of days to
{America’s involvement in: the
:lorigest war in its history:

[ Uiider terms of the 60-0dd °

'page agreement, the fighting
i will'stop and North and South
_ Vzetnam will compete, for the

the'battlefield. i

‘All American prisoners of
war held in North Vigtnam
are to be released within 60
days, with some bemg re-
leased as soon as the agree-
ment is initialed. The initial-
ing will be followed by a for-
mal signing ceremony later.

The joint announcement
came after Gen. Alexanclel M.
Hazg Jr., vice chief of staff of
the” Army and forme11¥ Kis-
singer’s deputy, confert ed at
length in Saigon this 'week
w1th President Nguyen Van
Thieu.

Haig is to meet again Fmday
with Thieu, ‘following . meet-;

and Thailand, before 1eturn~
present time, he is not ex-

smger Ziegler said.
It was on the basis of 'Haig’s

jtime being at least, in” the:
field of polities instead of on’

ing: to Washlnla*ton At the

pected 1o go to Paris with Kls-‘

earlier conversations = with
Thieu that the Umte’d States
and North Vietfiam ere able
to "make today’s shott ' but
highly meamngful announce-
ment.

The progress bemg made
also helps clear the air fo Mr.
Nixon’s second inaugural Sat-
urday. In that address, he is
expected to disclose addltlonal
inforpation regarding his fu-
ture policies in Indochina and
to offer American’ “aid in the
recpnstruction of the coun-
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See VIETNAM, A18, Col. 1

Grogmd fzghtzng increases
in South Vzetmzm Page A16.

The semi-public: Paris
‘peace talks were suspended,
mdzcatzng cease-fire agree-
ment is mear, Page A17

trles mvolved
‘which seemed: to : 7
end. L Hger o |

In October,#after Klsﬁhger‘
announced that “peace;
hand,” ' Thieu ;;,gffe_

now there seems to b
plete confidencé ‘th
maining jissues ‘he m:
raised:“in¢ his} meetmgs;‘%ntm
Haig can be resolved wlthout
undue delay

Klssmger the Presxdent’
natml;gl security adviser: for
four years, and‘Tho a member

and its’ chief negotxafor,
began secret talks: in: Paris in
.1969. But it was not until;,,last
Septemlper following Mr. Nix-
on’ 's visits to Peking and Mos-

'cow, that the two combatants
cam ‘even close to an® nder-J
stﬁldmg i 54-.-,?« :
The/Soviet Umons Tole in’
‘thenegotiations is understood
‘to ‘have been a.major f3 tor,
but details of the Sovxet in-
volvement are known only to
the President and a very few
other American officials.-

It may be years before the
full story of ‘the part the
Kremlin played in bringing
the war to an“end is known
publicly. But a major reason
for the President’s visit to
Moscow last May was to
further the cause of a. negotl-
ated settlément.

Pekmc' also played ‘a part,
but it is believed that its par-
ticipation’ yas “less important
than Moscows Moscow sup-
plied the': bulk of the war ma-

ings in the last 36 houts: Wlthli@ teriel to \Torth Vietnam, and
officials in Cambodia, *Laos"

‘Moscow wgs 5eek1ng by its
contribution To. i the war to
help @6t only North Vietham
but to extend i%gwn influ-
ence. in Southeas ia-as a
check on its arch n » China.
J'ust why Moscows -influ-

ence “Wwdy '#bt sufficient to
bring about a Settlement in
November and .December, be-
fore Mr. Nixon Fesorted to the
12-day bombhing of North Vi-
etnam’s’ heartland is un-
known %
‘Ki'§singer in  Washington,
and Tho, in Hanoi, kept in
touch during'’ the bombing,
whlch Mr. le.on halted ‘Dec.
29 Wwhen the two sides agreed
to resume negotxatlons in
Péris. §
“The techmcal experts re-
sumed their sessions on Jan. 2
and Kissinger and Tho met on
I;gn 8. After.a week of inten-
ve nertlatlons, they reporf-
Fdly agreed on all the major
ssues.
Kissinger left Paris last Sat-
irday, Jan 13,’and flew to Key
Biscayne to report to the Pres-
dent. Tho remained in Paris,
s did the North Vietnamese
nd American technical ex-
erts. Ziegler said today that,
issinger and Tho have been=
n close touch this. week.
In Washington, Sen. Jﬁ\hn C.
tennis (D-Miss.) chairman. of
e powerf.ul Senate Armed
ervices ' Committee, reacted
trbngly to some press reports
hat Saigon ‘may still; have ob-
ections to the, draft peace
greements 2
Stennis sald m “ay
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) -t
i'petee.” The' South Vi
s hel watned, “must |

fEdiow one

ent‘hoted the sac- ‘

16 South Vi n
ese pe‘ﬁple and’ suppor#led ﬁﬂﬁ
need. for continued U.:S:eco-
nomic and milit aid after a
cease-ﬁre “A ni ace agreement,

this 'time may ‘not“be all]
t we want,”: Sté‘nms said
ut 1t is tlme to ‘close ranks
and agree to a ‘settlement.”
n apother sta’gément,tSen
oldwater (&Anz) ’ltlke
St nms a strong supporter of
President Nixon's: Vietdam -

il

bo @also called on South.\ i-
et e Presiden Tlﬁeu
ac ept e peace agreement,

probah]y will y
to Pans Monday, ‘but he will
with newsmen before
) mg his talks' with Tho
esday, Ziegler said. :
day’s arnnouncement said
si nply: “Dr. Kissinger will re:
sume pmvate Ineetings with
ial adviser Le Due Tho
and minister Xuan Thuy on
Jan. 23\ for the purpose of
completing the text of alr
agreement.”
(The version of. the. an—
nhouncement put out by the
North V1etnamese delegation
in Paris differed in one re-
spect from the text of the Flo-
rida White House statement.

(The North Vietnamese said |




“laction against I g
B mcludlpg bomhﬁa% &

méetin P “fo complete’the |
agreement,

The North Vietnamese have
demanded fot almost three
months that the United States
sign the agreement drafted by '
Kissinger and Tho in October.
(Asked about the . discre-|.
pancy, ergler said .“the inten-
tion -of both (announcements)f
is the same. There is no sub-
stantive difference. LB B .
Asked if this‘would berthe |,
last meeting, Ziegler replied: |,
“The announcement will have
to speak for itself.” He noted
that he already had said that
“progress” had been made.
Asked if there would be - a
ceasefire before an agreement
is initialed, Ziegler said fhe
had' seen the speculation:!to
that effect but was not pre-
pared to comment on it.
“However, I would tell you
that.Dr. Kissinger'is returning
to Paris for -the purpose’of
completing the text of -theAnt
agreement,” Implying that: a
ceasefire will await cox#ple-
tion of the text. S
Followmg Kissinger’s m;.eet—
ings with the President |
Sund&y, Mr. Nixon sent 1¥
to Southeast Asia for meetmgs |
in South Vietnam, ‘Cambodi |
Laos and Thailand. !
On_Monday, the Presldg?ﬁ‘
lannotinced that:he, had &ff|
dered a halt of. all’, offensWel

-

‘mining siof |
e

and ‘the further
North Vietnamese Harbors. -

In last weeks/ negonaungw
sessions,- both _sides: . are. be-

lieved to hawe maﬂ,
conéessmn ; Hay ﬁgeed to

the de-
'betvween .the

new: ﬂangqug~.' de
militarized z

to permit seyeral fh()usarid,’ 2
stead” §~of several }_pmdred,

have ylelded to U.S. pressure
anid agreed:to release more
-thn" 10,000 North Vietnamese
pnsoners of war held in the
Solith. Saigon also yielded to
North Vietnam’s insistence
‘that its troops in the South
would remain in place, some-
thmg Thieu had vowed never
3 permit. :
" Since neither the document
tentatwely agreed to in Qcto-
ber “nor. the! Sddocument Tow
nearing €0 pletion in Paris
has. beenr;pubhshed the de}aﬂs
ﬂhin to be dxsclosed o
rdmg ’tn ‘ast MOctolger’
tep ative * agreement the! ini~
tialing ceremony was toébe in..
Hanoi with a formal signing to:
take place later in Paris. .
Ziegler has refused to say:
whether, Kissinger will’ be em-
poweré’d to imitial’ the docu-
iment “before reporting. again
to the President, but the im-

the top. negouators would| JAR 19

whereas. Zlegler SEE
referred to “an agreement Nl Ay TLAES

187

plication of today’s announce-
ment is that Kissinger will
have that authority.

Officials have dechned to
say where the 1n1t1a11ng will
take place,

Mr. Nnxon has remamed in

almost total isolation during
the critical mnegotiations. that
k?ve taken place since his re-

ection*in November. He con-
tinued to confer today. by tele-
phone with Klssmger who is

lin Washingon, Ziegler, said, to
receive reports from gﬂaxg and
ito work “on his® igaugural ad-
dress and messages to Con-
gress.

4 Followmg an early dinner
ere toumight, the Pre dent
flew to Washington foff il?é be-
ginning of al activities
Friday.




