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Saigon Aide Bars Accord
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‘PARIS, Jan. 17—In a radio
intérview broadcast today, For-
eign Minister Tran Van-Lam of
South Vietnam said that his
Government would refuse to
sign an agreement that men-
tiorled the Vietcong’s Provis-
ional
ment.

Mr. Lam said that an accord
should be signed on the same
basjs as the Paris talks on Viet-
nam are being held. That is, he
said,” “the principle of two
sidés: our side, the Republic of
Vietnam and the United States
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Revolutionary . Govern-

.Vietncong was the most im-|.

reason that neither Saigonnor
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Truce supervisory units
would have headquarters
in. Saigon, but President
Thieu. also wants them in
four ‘other cities (shown
in: black panels). Hanoi
wants them also in three
other cities (shown with
names in boxes)..

and the other side, North Viet-
nam and the people of the Na-
tional Liberation Front.”

Mr. Lam’'s comments thus
raised the same point ‘that
underlay - the “shape of the
table” ‘argument that stalled
the beginning of the confer-
ence for over seven months in
1968. Basically, the issue is Sai-
gon’s unwillingness. to recog-
nize the Vietncong’s represen-
tatives as .equal bargaining
partners, and Hanoi’s determi-
nation that they be so recog-
nized. .
_ The issue was skirted at that
time,” when, with Soviet help
an ambiguous formula . was
found that allowed each side to
say itthad won its point.

Although MrLam seemed to
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be posing a condition on the
wording and. form of signature i
of acease-fire agreement, the
issue. remains - fundamental in
the Vietnam conflict.

After a draft of a cease-fire
accord was published last'Octo-
ber, North Vietnam’'s negotia-
tor, Xuan Thuy, told The New
York Times that recognition of
equal;status for Saigon and the

portant American concession in
the ‘document from Hanoi’s

point of view.
)

The Lam interview was re-
corded in Saigon yesterday and
broadcast over Radio Luxem-

bourg, a commercial station

widely heard in France.

He said that the Saigon Gov-
ernment was ready to “wel-
come the National Liberation
Front” but still considered it
“an ogpposition group which has
neither an army nor territory.”

Saigon has offered to talk
with 'the Vietcong many times
over the years, but never on
the basis of equality, which the
Vietcong demand.

‘The disagreement is the main

the Vietcong have participated
in ‘the private talks where the.
real .negotiations have taken!
place, Mr. Lam’s statement was
taken; toindica te that -Saigon|
had not changed its position on

on the pdints it considers vital.
These are essentially political
points., Mr. Lam said in the
interview that the two points
remaining under discussion are
the withdrawal of North Viet-
namese -troops in the South.”
and a “political solution which
is | not prefabricated by the
North Vietnamese.”

‘We think that we .are very
near to peace,” he said, “Our
main: objection so far has been
the presence of North: ¥Viet-

‘namese troops in the South.

Latést reports from Saigon
have aroused a great deal of
doubt in Paris about President
Nguyen von Thieu’s current in-
tentions. ° =

Sources that -havé’ followed
the negotiations closely said it
was now hard to tell whether
igon-'was deliberately raising
ment, or veiling its intention
objections to undermine the
chance of a cease-fire agree-
kt'B sign so as to save face.

this key issue. . i
Mr. Lam also said that in the

last round of negotiations “ther
was very little change in the.
North Vietnamese position,” .}

The Paris talks, particularly’
among the technical experts,
have nearly completed work
'on military matters, Mr. Lam’
said, including prisoner ‘ex-
change, a cease-fire in place
and policing machinery.

The experts met here again
today for seven and a half
hours, drawing up the secon-
dary documents to be attached
to a cease-fire agreement. There
are understood to be maps de-
lineating areas where | main
troop units are to be regrouped,
and lengthy, detailed texts set-
ting out how the cease-fire is to
be implemented. .

Completion of that work, in
a series of protocols to be
added to the principal accord,
would: ease the ‘problems of
putting a cease-fire into effect
once the political decision' to
proclaim it has been made. But
it would not necessarily ad-
vance the crucial political de-
cision.

Reliable Western sources
here * continued to point out
that the decision depends first
on Saigon and then on' Wash-
ington, because, they said, Ha-
noi has not and will not budge
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