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Reports of Imminent Cease-Fire Persist

But White House Is Maintaining Silence

By JOHN HERBERS
Special to The New York Times

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., Jan.
16 — While reports persisted
abroad that a cease-fire in Viet-
nam was imminent, the Nixon
Administration orefused today
to shed any light on that possi-
bility. )

Ronald L. Ziegler, the White
House press secretary, said he
did not expect President Nixon
to make any further public dis-
closures about the progress of
cease-fire negotiations at least
through Friday.

Mr. Ziegler also told report-
ers that Henry A, Kissenger,
the President’s chief negotia-
tor, would remain in Washing-
ton for the rest of the week.
But he said this did not alter
his statement of yesterday that
Mr, Kissinger would return to
Patis ‘lin the relatively near
future” as negotiations con-
tintte,

In Saigon, The Associated
Press. quoted South Vietnamese !
sources as having said that a
cease-fire would be declared by
thé United States and South
Vietnam on the eve of Presi-
dent Nixon's inauguration Sat-
urday to pave the way for the
signing of a peace agreement.

‘This report came after Gen.
Alexander M, Haig Jr., Presi-
dent Nixon’s representative,
‘met for two and a half hours
with President Nguyen Van
Thieu in Saigon on Develop-
meénts in the Paris negotiations.

*7 Nothing More for Now

‘Asked about the Saigon re-
port, Mr. Ziegler replied:

“There are reports out ofl
Sdigon, there are reports out
of ‘many capitals in the world,:
speculating on the Vietnamese
situation. I will only tell you
what I said to you yesterday,
that while the negotiations are
in‘brogress, we have a mutual
agreement with the other side
not to discuss the substance
or.the details of the negotia-
tions.

‘He was then asked whether
there would: be any word to
the country or to Congress
from the President on Vietnam
matters before the inaugura-
tiops.”

‘“No,” he:replied. “You have
had word from 'the - President
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Asked whether President
Nixon would discuss Vietnam
in his Saturday Inaugural Ad-
dress, Mr. Ziegler said: “I
would not inject myself into
that.”

He was pressed on what he
meant about Mr. Kissinger’s |
returning to Paris “in the rel- |
atively near future.”

but to go along.
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text of an
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Mr Do, a former Foreign
Minister, and Bug/ Diem. a for-
mer Ambassador to Washing-
ton, arrived in Paris from
Washington Friday on an infor-
mation-collecting mission. They
;are expected to return to Saigon
‘at the end of this week.

They called on Foreign Min-
ister Maurice Schumann this
morning. It was learned that
the Americans had not informed

President Thieu had no choicé the French of the last week’s

negotiating developments. Paris
,was not pleased. .

This afternoon, Mr. Schu-
mann received Ambassador Vo
Van *Sung, head of North Viet-
‘nam's permanent delegation in
Paris.

Mr. Sung repeated Hanoi’s
comment that the negotiations
had made progress, but he
added that whether they would
be concluded with a cease-fire
agreement or continuation of

Report From Hanoi

Mr. Sung said he was calling
on the French Foreign Minister

to Paris, we will let
know,” Mr. Ziegler said.
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message, which will be sent to
Congress next week. He con- g
ferred Sunday and yesterday|| PARIS, Jan. 16 — Technical
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to Washington last night, can and Vietnamese  negotiat-
The Saigon report, quoting||ing delegations met for six and
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eral Haig, had advised Presi-'|most daily since the eginning
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to preclude further hostilities |and the wording of protocols to
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Acgording to these. sources, ithe North Vietnamefe, would
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set the stage for an exchange !nor about the substance of the
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Thieu Aides Visilt

Foreign Ministers of North Vi-
etnam, South Vietnam and the
Vietcong of the peace settle-
ment reported to have been
drafted in Paris.

The sources, reported by The
Associated Press to have had
access to the Thieu-Haig dis-
cussion, said that some “am-;  Tran Van Do, a special rep-
biguous points” of the peace| resentative of President Thieu

agreement would remain to be' who recently arrived in Paris,
settled after the cease-fire and. said here today that “there -are
but that it was hoped this a lot of signs,- ‘but nobedy
could be done before the end" knows yet.” 2 }
of January. :

mounted all the difficulties

caused by the blockade.” :
' “The’ volume of products im-

ported overland was greater
than the volume imported by
isea before the blockade,” he
said. * “Industrial and agricul-
tural production continued pro-
gressing.” :

As far as last week’s negotia-'
tions are concerned, according
to the best available informa-
tion, progress is being made.

Last year, both Washington
and Saigon were calling for a
simultaneous cease-fire in Laos
and Cambodia as well as in
Vietnam. No discussion of that
has been reported since nego-
tiations resumed, ‘and both
sides in Cambodia have issued
statements insisting that they
would fight on to victory. The
indication is that the simulta-
neous cease-fire demand has
been dropped. ‘

On the demilitarized zone,
now being unofficially men-
tioned as a concession by
Hanoi, best available word is
jthat the agreement will contain
the same language on the
dividing line between North




Vietnam and South Vietnam as
the language in the 1954
Geneva accord. That accord
described it as a “provisional
military demarcation line” but
prohibited any military move-
ment in or across the zone ex-
cept by members of the
International Control Commis-
sion set up to supervise the
Indochina truce.

Tighter Language Sought

Saigon has sought tighter
language sealing the zone to
all traffic and describing it as
a state frontier. No clear refer-
ence at all was made to the
demilitarized zone in the Oc-
tober draft, but Hanoi repeat-
edly indicated that it would
accept the language of the
Geneva accord if the United
States also made concessions.

‘Another reported Hanoi con-
cession referred to the size of
‘the control commission. Mr.
Kissinger said that Hanoi
wanted to limit it to 250 men
while the United States wanted
5,000 men. Reports from Can-
ada, which may be a partici-
pant, said “several thousand”
were now proposed. However,
Hanoi’s spokesmen here have
been saying since October that
they do not consider the com-

mission ~an important issue, | foreign military and civilian |December negotiations ii -
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of the unity of Vietnam and' 2. o pecial 'this issue can be achieved.
recognition of equal status for N
Saigon and the Vietcong in the
South. All signs are that there

has been no change on these
issues, despite Saigon's at-
tempt to wrest concessions on

them through Mr. Kissinger by
redefining the demilitarized
zone, inserting a clause on

South Vietnam’s “sovereignty”

or formally requiring with-
drawal of North Vietnamese
troops from the South.

Prisoners, on the other hand,
constitute an issue on which
Hanoi is understood to have
moved. In what is" considered
an important concession, Hanoi
agreed in October to release all




