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THIEU EXPECTE

TO ACCEPT

TRUCE PACT, CFPICIALS SAY,
TICUGH PROBLEMS REMAIN

TENT UNDER STUDY
Accord Is Reported to
Contain No Provision

for Hanoi Pullout
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South

SAIGON, Vietnam,

Gen. Alexander M. Haig Jr.; and
the Government is' now going
over the*details -of~how*it -is
to be carried out, according to
Vietnamese officials cloe . to
the presidential palace. 1

It was reliably reported that
the agreement does not c¢intain
any provisions for. the with-
drawal-of all the North Vietna-
mese troops now in' the' South.
Saigon puts the number of
these troops at 300,000, but the
United, States estimates, the
total at 150,000. &
" However, according’ to
Vietnamese officials clgse to
the talks going on here; the
agreement will call for re-
establishment of an effective
demilitwhrized zone | céntered
roughly along the 17th Parallel,
as was provided in. the 1954
Genevg agreements, and will
include a formula for Saigon’s
sovereignty in the aréa the
South’ Vietnamese Government
controls below that line.

Sizable Control Forég
The accord will also provide
for a “sfizable control and super-

visory, force to see that its
are observed,

J Associated  #Press
quoted  South Vietnamese
sourges as saying that Wash-
mgten and Saigon would
order a cease-fire Friday to
prepare for the signing of a
peace agreement. In Key Bis:
cayne, the White House re-
fused to confirm or deny such
reports. Page 10.] B
South Vietnamese  sources
said that if the details of how
to carty out the agreement wete
worked out in Saigon and in
Paris to everyone’s satisfaction,
la cease-fire could go into ef-

fect soon. The 23,800 American
‘servicemen here could-then be
‘withdrawn within 60 days and
'American prisoners,of war held
‘by the Communists couild be re-
leased, they said:” g

General = Haig,  President
iNixon’s special ‘envoy, who ar-
rived here yesterday:gmrning,
brought the Vietnamese-lan-
guage text of -the ;cease-fire
accord, the sources said. They
saitithat President Thieu was
now’ satisfied with-theprinciples
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of the agreement and was con-
cerned with additional docu-
ments, called protocols, that
spell out the specific details of
how- it will be carried out.
“There are still many details
in the military protocols to be
solved,” one South Vietnamese
official said. “But for the prin-
ciples, the Government now
agrees.”
‘There was no official confir-
mation of this by the Govern-
ment or by the United States
Embassy, which is maintaining
tight secrecy on all aspects of
General Haig’s visit here. Gen-
eral Haig, the Army Vice Chief
of Staff, who long served as
deputy to Henry A. Kissinger
in the National Security Coun-
cil, made no statement as he ar-
rived at Tan Son Nhut Airport
yesterday morning and s
holding no meetings with the
press during his visit.

No Truce Date Given

Soon after his arrival from
the United States yesterday,
General Haig and Ambassador
Ellsworth Bunker went to the
presidential palace for-a meet-
ing“with President Thieu that
lasted two hours and 35 min-
utes. General Haig then. spent
the ‘afternoon at military com-
mand headquarters conferring
with Army and Air Force com-
manders.

pert on the National Security

Council staff, and two military .

assistants.

No sources here gave any
date by which a cease-fire
might go into effect, but there
was speculation that an agree-
ment, at least, might be an-
nounced soon, with an actual

|cease-fire to follow later.

Mr. Thieu js sending to Paris
a delegation of military experts
headed by Lieut. Gen. Vinh Loc,
commandant of the National
Defense College, to participate
with American and North Viet-
namese technical experts in
drafting the military protocols:
of the agreement. The delega-

cording to Vietnamese officials. |

The general was accompa-:
‘nied on his trip here by John,
D. Negroponte, the Vietnam ex- .

Jand South Vietnamese ok
{ers here as a sign to Mr.

| Mr. Thieu is now reportedly
willing to accept an agrdement
that leaves North Viethamese
troops in the South, after hav-
ing long asserted that he would
fight to the end:unless they
were withdrawn. By

The details now being worked |
out concern such questions as
establishihg the Government’s
membership in joint military
commissions with the North
Vietnamese to control| the
cease-fire in many parts of the
country, and establishing ' pri-|
orities in carrying out|the
stages of a cease-fire and of
regrouping of the troops of
both sides from contested
and battlegrounds.

The American decision” to
stop the bombing and shelling
of North Vietham M nday
night was seen by diplomats
serv-
Thieu
satis-

that President Nixon was
fied that the cease-fire agree-
ment was acceptable and that
he would not be deterrdd by
any further objections |from
Saigon.

“It is a clever gesture by
President Nixon, but as long as

anything like a bombing
can only benefit the North

halt
Viet-

legislator said.

mentioned here in the public

tion will leave this week, ac- |

areas|

there ‘is.#no final agreement,|

mamese,” one pro-Government !

The halt in bombing was not|:

|

press or on the radio until yes-
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terday afternoon. But neither
did the Government issue a
public demurrer, ‘as it did when
President Lyndon B. Johnson
halted the bombing of the
North in November, 1968, also
hoping to reach a peace agree-
ment with, the North’ Viet-
namese. .

President Thieu has made no
statement to the South Viet-
namese people about the imml-
nent possibility of a cease-fire,
but, according to Government
sources, he and his close aides
have issued orders for a new
set of cease-fire contingency
plans to be distributed to all

Pipey i
Government offices in the coun-|

try. = ) |
‘Communist officers have now:

begun telling their troops and
lagents that they may be able
‘to spend Tet, the Lunar New

Year holiday ‘which begins Feb
3, with their families, according
to American intelligence. So far
military sources said, they are
not known to have any plans
Ifor last-minute attempts to gair
lterx:itory or otherwise improve
jtheir positions, before a cease-
fire. ° - '

General Haig is expected to
visit Laos and Cambodfa before
going on to Bangkok, Thailand,

-on Friday.




Ambassador Ellsworth BunKker and Gen, Frederick C. Weyand cent er, U. S éommander,

with Gen. Alexander M. Haxg Jr. at the airport near Saigon on General Haig’s arrival

-

North Vietnam, together with the Saigon visit of Gen.
Alexander M. Haig Jr., resulted yesterday in a new surge
of” expectation, peace rumors and- widespread speculation
that an agreement would be signed soon.

There was no officiai ' confirmation of any:. of the
reports.

Attention centered on Saxgon South Vietnamese Off]-
cials said privately that President Thieu was expebted to
approve the cease-fire agreement brought by General Haig,
but cautioned that Mr. Thien was still reviewing the
details. No one in either Mr. Thieu's office or the |Utited
States Embassy would comment officially. &

Many important’ questions remamed unanswered, One
was the actual contents of the agreement worked out- in
Par ~-A secOnd was Mr. Thieu’s ultimate reaction to them
ané whether he would make further. counterproposals. A
thlrd was what President Nixon planned to do. ‘
= “And on a&ihese@pom«ts -with memories -of the break-
of peace e%forts last month still fresh there was a
volved




