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; , Sedfire: will ‘be
y: the-sUnited” States and
South Vietnam on the eve of President
Nixon’s Saturday inauguration to-pave
the way toward signing of a peace
agreement to end the Indochina” war,
‘South Vietnamese sources said to-
night. 3

~Nixon was said to have advised
President Nguyen Van Thieu thaf.an
international - agreement  has been
reached to preclude further hostilities
by North Vietnam, and to have told
Thieu to “frust in me.” '

"PRESS SECRETARY Ronald L.
Ziegler told newsmen that President
Nixon will make no statement to the
nation or Congress this week on ithe
Subject of the Vietnam negotiations.
“i! However, Ziegler left open the possi-
bility Nixon would have something to
say about Vietnam in his televised in-
augural address Saturday. 2o J4'~r
 Ziegler said: ‘“We have an agree-
ment with the other side not to discuss
the substance of the hegotiations and
we're sticking by that agreement.”

-This was his response to virtually all
{ifestions on the subject of the search
for a Vietnam accord.

‘Ziegler had said Monday that Kissi_n—
ger would be returning to Paris “in
the relatively near future.”

HE SAID today he stands by that
-statement even -though he ruled out a
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ing by the foreign ministers of

that ‘he' did not mean

Kissinger return to Paris this week,

by

suggest Kissinger ne’ca'ssérily

be
ex-

gn-
the

United States, North Vietnam, South

Vietn-gm and the Viet Cong of

the

peace settlement-drafted at Paris, [the

informants said.

There was no clear understanding
of whether Hanoi and the Viet Cong
had agreed to the allied cease-fire.

However, the sources, who have
access to discussions by Thieu
other top-level South Vietnamese le
ers of the latest draft proposal, s
concessions had been made by b
sides on essential issues blocking
peace treaty.

These reports came after Gen. A
ander M. Haig Jr. conferred for
hours with Thieu on the draft . J

posal worked out by Henry A. Kis-

singer and Hanoi's
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THE SOURCES SAID that Scame

“ambiguous points” of the pe

ace

agreement will remain to be settled

following the cease-fire and before
pact can be signed. They added

the
it

was hoped this could be accomplish-

ed before the end of January,
The informants went on to say t

ervations about the final draft agy

hat
the Saigon government may have r
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original draft proposal, have bheen
ready ‘“for weeks.”

The South Vietnamese sources did
not indicate how the cease-fire would
be enforced immediately. ‘The draft
Peace plan cails for an international
police force from four countries — Po-
land, Canada, Hungary and Indonesia.

The size of the enforcement .group

has been a subject of dispute*between
the United States and North Vietnam
in the secret Paris talks. But South
Vietnamese sources said earlier today
that the latest draft includes a tenta-
tive agreement on a force of about
3,000.

One source reported there have been
disputes over determination of which
+territory each side would control under
:a cease-fire.

~THEY SAID this was one reason for
the dispatch of a team of South Viet-

<~ Cease-Fire Set for

‘Teported preparing to leave for Paris.

. drawal of all North Vietnamese troops
“fromySouth Vietnam' and restoration of
‘the demilitarized zone between the

namese military officers to help tech
nical experts work out the details ix
the draft agreement. The group, head
ed by Lt. Gen. Vinh Loe, commander
of the National Defense College, was

South Vietnamese sources said the
new draft still left unresolved such
basic Saigon demands as the with

North and South. But progress toward
agreement was reported on those also.

THE U.S. EMBASSY indicated there
would be further meetings between
Haig and Thieu and said the schedule
of President Nixon’s special emissary
was “‘open-ended.”’

There were unconfirmed reports
from Vietnamese sources that Haig
brought a personal letter from Nixon
to Thieu.. But political sotrces .in- Sai-
gon and Washington indicafed that the
halt in all atiacks on North Vietnam

Friday.

'

SAN 1 ¢ 1973

with Nixon applying pressure for a
settlement and- Congress™ thrgatening
to' cut ‘offiaid,” Thieu is faced,with no
choice-but to go along, :

Nixon's reported allusion fo .an in-
ternational arrangement to guarantee
peace was said by the sourceto have
been contained- in a letter ta’ Thieu,
delivered either by U.S. Ambassador
Ellsworth Bunker last weekend or by
Haig, Nixon’s special emissary.

ACCORDING TO THE sqlirces, the
letter urged Thieu not to worry about
the ferms of the peace settlement
because of the arrangement which
would” assure that any fresh effort
by North Vietnam to start another
war after a peace agreement would
get ‘nowhere, -

There were no details giver on the
agreement to which the letter suppos-
edly referred, but one South Vietnam-
ese official said:

“Both sides are under pressure. We
are under pressure from the United
States. Hanoi is‘under pressure from
the Soviet Union and Communist China
- . . Ewverything must be understood in
the context of 'an international ar-
rangement in the light of the detente.”

One- American official said it was
possible the details were purposely
leaked by South Vietnamese officials
because of their objections to the con-
ditions being imposed on them.

ANOTHER U.S. official noted that
whatever the case, contingency plans
for a pullout of all remaining Ameri-
can forces and a release of prisoners

- within 60 days, as provided for in the
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which hegan Monday  was not only a
sign of good faith to Hanoi but also a
message to Thieu that Nixon considers
a just agreement is within grasp and
he is determined to conclude it.

Nixon ordered all offensive military
operations across the entire territory
of North Vietnam halted Monday night,
citing progress in the negotiations be-

“tween Kissinger and Tho last week.

Nixon’s action, which the  Florida
White House termed a “unilateral ges-
ture,” gave momentum to new peace
hopes and came amid a host of reports
that an agresment to end the war

, would be signed soon.

THE WHITE HOUSE refused to dis-
cuss the reports of an agreement, say-
ing instead that “negotiations are in
progress” and Kissinger would return
fo Paris “in the relatively ‘near fu-
ture.” ‘

U.S. officials in Washington said Nix-

.-on’s order indicated that Kissinger and .

Tho reached basic agreement again
during their intensive talks last week.




