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WASHINGTON, Jan. 15 —
Senate leaders of both parties
today applauded President Nix-
on’s decision to stop the bomb-
ing of all of North Vietnam.
Senator Mike Mansfield of

;Montana, the Democratic lead-
ler, said, “once again my hopes
personally have been raised
that perhaps an agreement is
at hand.”

But the Senator added that
“the concern, the uneasiness and
the- frustration will remain as
long as the war continues.”

Senator Hugh Scott of Penn-
sylvania, the Republican lead-
er, said that he was “immense-
ly relieved ‘and thankful to
God” that the bombing had
been stopped. He said that he
hoped that the decision was
“another long step toward
achieving a peace of concilia-
tion and justice.”

Senators Mansfield and Scott
were notified of the decision
this morning by Henry A. Kis-
singer, President Nixon’s advis-
er on national security.

Hughes Is Cautious

Later today, the Senate Armed
Services Committee put off
at least until tomorrow a vote
on the confirmation of Elliot L.
Richardson as Secretary of De-
fense, William P. Clements .Jr.
as his deputy and James R.
Schlesinger as Director of Cen-
tral Intelligence.

The committee was also
briefed on the December bomb-
ing by Adm. Thomas H. Maorer,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff. Admiral Moorer said that
he had not discussed the details
of the cessation of the bombing
with the Senators.

Despite’ the favorable reac-
tion in Congress to the ending
of the bombing, critics of the
President’s war policy were
not ready to give up their ef-
forts to exert pressure on him
to end American involvement
in Indochina altogether.

Senator Harold E. Hughes,
Democrat of Iowa, who has
been an outspoken opponent
of the Administration’s policy,
cautioned that “we have had
hopes before that ended up on
the scrap heap.”

House Speech Called Off

“I certainly pray to God that
whatever he is doing will be
successful,” Senator Hughes
said, referring to the President,
“but that does not eliminate
the need for Congress to pro-
ceed.”

The Iowan has proposed de-
laying Senate confirmation of
Mr. Nixon’s Cabinet nominees
until the President ends the war
or explains to Congress why
he has not. ‘

For the most part, the Presi-
dent’s critics were waiting for
his next move. Representative
Thomas P. O’Neill Jr. of Massa-
chusetts, the house majority
leader, had planned to deliver
a critical speech on the House
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Senator Strom Thurmond,
Republican of South |Carolina,
said that the more support the
President received from Con-
gress and the public, “the
quicker. the war will end.”

Senator Sam Nunn,| of Geor-
gia, a freshman Republican
who has joined the Armed
Services Committee, said that
the announcement wauld have
“a positive effect in the Senate
and the country.”

Hearings in Europe Set

Meanwhile, the House For-
eign Affairs subcommittee on
Europe scheduled hearings for
Wednesday on European reac-
tion to the bombing |of North
Vietnam in December.

Administration offic
refused to appear be
subcommittee. The chairman,
Representative Benjamin S.
Rosenthal, Democrat of Queens,
said, that testimony would be
taken Wednesday from|religious
leaders who have visited Eu-
rope recently.
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bill, which was opposed by the
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