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Thieu Says
‘No.to Terms
-Of October .
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Washington Past Stafl Writer

Seuth Vietnamese Pr esxdent '

Nguyen Van Thieq, in an ex-
traordinarily bluni interview
two weeks ago, said he would
never accept a peace formula
based on last October’s Henry
A, Kissinger-Le Duc Tho draft
agreement. He also advocated
a ground invasion of North Vi-
etnam, shoéuld current negotia-
tion efforts break down.

Thieu also made public his
version of the conversations
last October in Saigon with
President Nixon's national se-
curity  adviser, Kissinger,
which preceded the temporary
deadlock of the talks and in-
tensified U.S. bombing of Ha-
noi dand Haiphong.

The South Vietnam presi-
dent delivered his terms for
settlement of the war along
with criticism of U.S. negotia-
tion policies in an interview
held in Saigon Dee. 30 with:
Italian Journa,u\f Oriana Fal-
laci. It is bcmék‘kv)ubhbhed in
full in the forthcoming issue
of New Republic magazine.

By a coincidence of timing,
the Thieu interview was re-
leased for publication on the
day Kissinger and North Viet-
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. cent round of negotiations

© heen reached.

* petween Washington and Ha-

. nam.” These~elements were
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nam Poéﬁﬁhyﬁtl"fd member Lel;
Duc Tho interrupted their re-

amid “speculation that some
form of new agreement had

In the interview, Thieu
charged that the two
“fundamental principals” of
the October draft agreement

noi were conceived by the
Communists and would have
meant “the end of South Viet-

acceptance of a North Viet-
namese troop presence in
South Vietnam and inclusion
of the Vietcong in a Saigon
political settlement.

““What I maintain is ‘that
we’ll never accept such a for-
mula, no matter how well dis-

“Until today we have had
Ihalf.a war. I say, had we at-
ltacked North Vietnam with
classical war, had we bombed|
North Vietnam . contmuously,
lhad we landed in North" Viet-
lnam, the war would be over
%by now. '
| “As.a military man I say
|that if peace fails and we want
[to end this ar, we must bring
the war to North Vietnam. In
|all possible ways, including
|landing.” -
| Asked by Miss Fallaci if he
]thought landing troops in the
North was still a possible step,
Thleu responded: “Why not, if
wthe Americans want it? If it
“sn’t possible for the Ameri-
‘cans it isn’t possible for any-
body.”

He“‘went on to say that

“should'we ever land in North

guised, Thieu declared. He
said ‘he told Ki singer last
October:

“Dr; Kissinger

“yery. frank indeed. At mo-
ments, I could say, they were
very hard. However they were
also friendly Mademoi-
selle, I have said |‘no’ to the:

iwant? When I say no, it’s no.”

He introduced the subJect of
invading North Vietnam Awith
ground troops while criticizing
the “gradualism” of President
Lyndon Johnson war poli-i
cies. ; '

would rebel against its govern-,
ment.” ,

Thieu criticized| Both Presi-
dent Nixon and Kissinger for
having been “too impatient to
get a. peace, too impatient to
negotiaté™nd sign. When you
negotiate with the Commu-
nists, you shouldn’t fix a dead-
line. You must not tell them

the prisoners as soon as possi-
ble....”

On the prisoner question,
Thieu said: “. .. The Ameri-
cans have shown too much
concern for their 500 prisoners.
in Hanoi, and now the North,
Vietnamese use them as'some
merchandise to impose politi-
cal conditions on |us. It’s dis-
gusting.”

Thieu said he is ready to ex-
change 10,000 North Vietnam-

Vietnam, the- great majority

ese military -and additional ci-

Americans. What else do you,

that you want to repatriate '

whan | priso:
tured Amencan pilots “when
the war is over 11\01 before.”

In this respect 't

sharply diverged from those

ing: Secretary of Defense Mel-
vin R. Laird, who spoke of the

from the war.

realpolitik. “.
conception of ‘(:he world is
very. smart: a ‘Southeast Asia
controlled by ‘the

Chit
gerou

i00’ cap- namese doesn’t

e Views offn
the South Vle’nam President | g

expressed last week by retir-

return of the American prison-
ers as the last step toward|Germany,” he said. “Like Ko-
U.S. military disengagement|ygy

o control and contain |singer. “I told him:
Russians are less dan-|have fought 18 years, would
than the Chinese, so|we have sacrificed hundreds

lay With a
strategic map of I worldﬁ,{.,
Thieu said that |he told Kis-

Asinger last Octobe : “To be or
s |the pr oblem

The South Vietnam Presi-
dent said he would settle for
nothing less than separate,
and South Vietpam. “Like

When reunification
will come, only God knows.

Thieu spoke chidingly of|Personally I don’t behéve that
Kissinger’s policies of global|it will come before 20 years or
. His strategic|so.”

He added that in Saigon last
month he raised the specter of

Russians|a post-war bloodbath with Kis-

‘Would we

it’ss necessary to ask the Rus-|of thousands of soldiers and
sians to contain the Chinese |civilians in‘order |to have one

.Treshon. ..

sovereign statehood, for North =

A little Viet-|million heads-eut [off?’
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